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DO WE MEAN WHAT WE SAY?

"Thy will be done."
—Matthew 6:10

There is probably no one who would wish to make a case for
hypocrisy. For most of us it is near the top in our list of undesir
able human traits. We eschew it in others and in ourselves. Yet
most of us have at one time or another been guilty of that very sin
which we condemn.

The word "hypocrisy" comes from the Greek and means literally
"to play a part"; to pretend to be something one is not. It has been
made especially applicable to those who pretenda virtue or piety
which in fact they do not possess.

One of the saddest experiences I have known involving hypocrisy
concerned a ministerial colleague who, it was later discovered, had
attended none of the schools he claimed to have attended, was never
ordained, and apart from serving a small congregation, was not in the
usual sense a minister at all. He pretended to be what he was not,
and he sought to cover up what he actually was and had been. He was
a fraud, a cheat, a hypocrite.

Not many of us are so blatantly hypocritical. We soon learn that
it is difficult to hide our true identity and intentions. The truth
will out. People will soon come to know us for what we are. But
strangely enough we are often hypocritical toward God who knows us
better than any human could possibly know us. Our hypocrisy is evident,
to ourselves at least, on Sunday mornings when we stand before God
and the congregation and pray the Lord's Prayer saying, "Thy will be
done". There are many times when the last thing on earth we really
want is for God's will to be done. Why? We are quite certain it will
not coincide with our own at the moment.

Now it is conceivable that many of us give this petition our own
private construction, and what we are really saying may be something
like this: "Lord, thy will be done, in others, but not necessarily
in me."

When we are healthy and happy, when everything is going our way,
when life is full and rich, it is not difficult to repeat the Lord's
Prayer and to say in all sincerity and truth, "Thy will be done."
At that moment we think it is being done. Surely God in his love and
mercy wants life to be like it is in this moment. His will is being
done now and we are enjoying it.








