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MAN POWER

"But there is a spirit in man."

—Job 32:8

In recent years the study of Zen Buddhism has attracted consider
able attention and a growing number of adherents. Buddhism, as
Christianity, has over the years developed a number of sects. Zen
Buddhism is a Japanese sect emphasizing contemplation, the ultimate
goal of which is spiritual enlightenment. The essence of Zen cannot
be put into words, but its teachings are usually preserved by means of
stories, some of which are extremely difficult for the western mind
to comprehend.

One advantage of having a son or daughter in college is that
one can learn vicariously, so to speak. Not long ago my daughter
brought home from her college some books on Zen she had been studying
in a course call Humanities. Perusing them I came across this story
which seemed to carry a significant message.

Zenkai was a young man who fell in love with his employer's
wife. His employer was a high official. Zenkai was discovered and in
self-defense slew the official and ran away with the wife. The two
became thieves, but the woman turned out to be so greedy Zenkai
finally left her. (That part of the story may, in itself, carry a
moral of some kind?)

To atone for his misdeeds, Zenkai resolved to perform some
good deed. He discovered a dangerous road in the mountains where a
number of persons had lost their lives and resolved to cut a tunnel
through the cliff.

Begging food in the daytime, Zenkai worked at night digging
his tunnel until it was 2,280 feet long, 20 feet high and 30 feet wide.
By this time 30 years had passed. Finally, however, the son of the
official he had slain discovered Zenkai and came to kill him in
revenge.

"I will give you my life willingly", said Zenkai. "Only let me
finish this work. On the day it is completed then you may kill me."

The son of the official agreed and several months passed.
The son grew tired of waiting and doing nothing, so he decided to help
with the digging. After helping for more than a year he came to be
a great admirer of Zenkai's strong will and character.

At last the tunnel was completed. "Now", said Zenkai, "Cut off
my head. My work is done."

The younger man, with tears in his eyes replied, "How can I
cut off my own teacher's head?"








