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STANDING BY

"Bear ye one another's burdens..."
—Galatians 6:2

Sometime ago a doctor told me of a young minister who came
to him after the death of a man whom both had known and lamented
that he had not been able to do much, if anything, for the family
of the man as they waited together in the hospital for death to come,
The doctor assured the young minister that he had indeed been of
help even though he did nothing more than pray with the family and
offer his sympathy. Later on the widow came to see the young
minister. She said to him, "You will never know how much it meant
during those difficult days—just to have you standing by."

Every minister has had this experience. Over and over again
he laments his helplessness, his inability to do more for those who
look to him in need, and feels he is offering but little. Then he
is surprised when those whom he thought he had failed thank him for
his help. All he had done was what that other minister did—just
stand by with love, understanding and sympathy.

I have had many persons ask me what it is they should do and
say when some friend or loved one is very sick or faces some grave
problem. The only answer one can give is this: Just assure that
person you are standing by. Just let them know you care.

Here is a person in a hospital. Medical science has done all
it can. Death is obviously imminent, but no one knows when. You
start to leave and the sick person reaches out for your hand. He
knows there is nothing you can do for him physically, but he wants
someone with love and concern to be standing by. You don't have
to say anything or do anything—just stand by.

We are, you see, in spite of our spiritual natures, basically
physical beings. We live, think and feel in physical terms. Most
of the time when I visit men and women in the hospital I leave them
with a prayer. It is interesting and significant to observe how
often when I ask, "May I say a prayer with you?",a hand is extended
to me. We need that physical contact to reassure us that someone
is standing by. This is the basic reality behind our custom of
shaking hands. Certainly it is the reality behind the embracing and
kissing of lovers. Words are not enough. We want to feel the
presence and concern of others as we experience the great crises
of life. We feel it most when we have a physical contact.

Study the Gospels carefully and you will note that time after
time as Jesus healed various persons he touched them. Once when
someone touched him he said he felt power go out of him. I have had








