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THE STANDARD OF MORALITY

"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second
is like, namely this, thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."

—Mark 12:30, 31

The pastor of a small country church wanted to make some much
needed improvements. His first suggestion was to purchase a chandelier,
but there was a great deal of opposition. Finally he asked one of
the most vocal opponents of the idea why he opposed purchasing the
chandelier.

"Well", said the man, "first, no one can spell it, so how
can we order it. Second, no one can play it if we get it. And,
third, what we really need is more light."

Of the many subjects on which society needs more light, I
can think of none more centrally important than the subject of
morality. We seem today to be sinking further and further into a
moral morass, and if we do not soon find our way out of it, we may
well be on the brink of a new dark age.

The problem is not that we need a new moral code. History
has provided us with some very firm and supremely workable standards
of morality and testified to their practicality. That which history
does not furnish us is the will to abide by those standards. They
are demanding and hard and we, therefore, look for other, easier
standards. They are not hard for imaginative men to devise.

Much of our present morality is based on the principle that
what a person thinks is right becomes right by virtue of the fact
that he does think it is right. Restraint, for all practical
purposes, thus gives way to license, even when one refers to it
by such high sounding terms as "situational ethics", or "the new
morality".

For large segments of the population this has become the
standard of morality today. In one form or another what it really
comes down to is this—whatever I do is moral, because I do it, and
morality becomes a completely subjective concept.

Many, many years ago Dr. Johnson pointed out to Boswell what
this concept of morality means:

"If he really does think that there is no
distinction between virtue and vice, why sir, when he
leaves our house let us count our spoons."








