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DOES GOD PUNISH HIS PEOPLE?

Some of you are regular readers of Walt Kelly's cartoon strip,
"Pogo". Not long ago I came across one of those strips which was worth
serious contemplation. One of the characters made the following
observation:

"I been readin 'bout how maybe they is planets peopled
with folk with advanced brains. On the other hand maybe we
got the most brains. . . Maybe our intellects is the universe's
most advanced. Either way, it's a mighty soberin thought!"

And so it is.

If one is a close observer of the human race he is often forced
to conclude that wonderful as the brain of man may be, its use falls
far short of what it ideally ought to be if we are ever to secure
a world of peace and justice for all. We have so much "know how"
and seem so ignorant concerning "know why". We have harnessed so much
physical power and so little moral and spiritual power. If we have
the most advanced brains in the universe, the universe would seem to
be in a rather precarious state. If there are other beings with more
advanced brains, then maybe we could arrange for a few million trans
plants. As Walt Kelly put it, "Either way it's a soberin thought."

II

This morning let us deal with another sobering thought which is
equally vital to man's happiness and contentment. It is the thought
raised by the title of the sermon, "Does God Punish His People?"

The question has been dealt with over and over again in sermons
and in books. Yet one continually finds it raised anew. It was
raised anew for me a short while ago at a breakfast we held for some of
our college students. One of the young women who attended is in nurses'
training, and as we were visiting about her progress she suddenly asked,
"Dr. Ream, what do you say to patients who ask, 'Why did God do this
to me?'"

Certainly that question must have been asked at least a billion
times since man first conceived of the idea of God. The ancients must
have been asking it before they offered up their sacrifices to placate
the capricious deities who, so they believed, sent all manner of
physical catastrophes and calamities upon them. The Old Testament
Jews must have asked it as they spoke and wrote of an "angry God" and
of a "jealous God".








