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TO UNDERSTAND IS TO FORGIVE

"Judge not according to the appearance, but judge
righteous judgment."

—John 7:2**

I trust you will bear with me this morning if instead of having
one text for this sermon I have several. Jesus is reported in the
Gospels to have stressed in a variety of ways the importance of under
standing and forgiveness. These two virtues are as a matter of fact
closely interrelated. One will have difficulty forgiving if he does
not first understand.

The text appended to the sermon is this: "Judge not according
to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment." If one is to
judge righteously he will have to have understanding. He will also
find himself making very few judgments, for most of the time we do
not know enough or understand enough to qualify us to make "righteous
judgments" of other people, yet we go on making them just the same.
Ignorance and prejudice seldom deter us. Not too many years ago
most of us in this room would have said that Richard Nixon could
never have been president. Most of the men in the room would have
insisted less than a month ago that the American Football League
could not for several more years successfully challenge the National
Football League. We were patently wrong, but our future prognostica
tions will not be noticeably deterred by that fact.

Let me quote some other things Jesus had to say on this impor
tant subject of understanding and forgiveness:

"Judge not that you be not judged."

"Forgive seventy times seven."

"If you forgive others your Father will also forgive you."

And one could go on. Jesus promised forgiveness to the woman who
had committed adultery, to most of those whom he healed, and even
extended it to those who crucified him. The only reason he could do
this is because he had understanding.

One comes away from the Biblical record convinced that Jesus
could forgive as he did because, as the Gospel puts it, "He knew
what was in man."

One finds that poets and authors have written voluminously on
this subject. Lewis Carroll was talking about it when in Alice In
Wonderland he had the queen cry: "Verdict before the trial, verdict
before the trial." And the verdict? "Off with their heads, off with
their heads."








