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WHO WAS THIS MAN?

"But whom say ye that I am?"
—Matthew 16:15

Today is the first Sunday in Advent, and in our commercially
dominated society Advent means that it is time to get ready for
Christmas. There is nothing necessarily wrong with that idea, but
Advent should mean far more than that to a Christian.

Advent historically and traditionally has been for the church
a time of prayer and fasting in preparation for the coming again of
Christ into the hearts and minds of men. In ecclesiastical terms it
is a preparation for the Feast of the Nativity—a feast celebrating
the birth of Christ.

One can feel reasonably certain that the vast majority of
Protestant Christians observe no fast during Advent. One is further
suspicious that very few Protestant Christians do much to change their
prayer habits during the pre-Christmas season. The commercialization
of Christmas has pretty much limited our Advent preparations to the
matter of gifts, Christmas cards and decorations. To be sure there is
a certain warm and nostalgic feeling we get out of the whole thing,
but when it is all over one again doubts that very many people have
had any significant religious experience because of it all.

May I express my sincere hope that this year Advent and Christmas
may have a deep, vital, religious meaning for each one of you. I
could wish for you no more important blessing. Would that during
the next four weeks each one of us could seriously contemplate who
this Man was who burst suddenly upon the world nearly twenty centuries
ago and left such a deep impression on it that it has never since
been the same. Would that each of us could discover the source of his
wisdom and insight, his power and his strength, his understanding and
his love.

Unless we do something different, unless we make some preparation,
unless we are conscious of our spiritual need, unless we truly want a
more Christlike life, Advent and Christmas will come and go and we
will be no different because of it, except, perhaps a little more tired.

This morning I would like to set before you, therefore, an Advent
discipline which I sincerely wish all of you would follow, but which
more realistically I hope a few of you may follow. It is a discipline
which will make Christ and his spirit more real to you during these
next four weeks of opportunity.








