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ONE HOLY MOMENT

"You did not recognize God's moment when it came."

--Luke 19:^ (N.E. )

The passage in the Gospel of Luke which we heard read a few
moments ago is one of the most tragic in the entire New Testament.
One might consider the passage dealing with Jesus' passion and death
to be more sad and pathetic but it is not. There are worse things
than death.

This passage is particularly distressing because it speaks of
that one occasion in the life of our Lord when he is reported to have
wept. He is seen standing on a hill overlooking Jerusalem, the city
beloved of all Jews, weeping and proclaiming, "If only you had known
on this great day the way that leads to peace. But no; it is hid from
your sight!" And why is it hidden from the sight of the people of
Jerusalem? For the same reason that it is hidden from the sight of
the people of Moscow, and Paris, and London, and New York and Chicago,
and Wauwatosa. Because, "You did not recognize God's moment when it
came." Not just one moment, but all of God's moments.

Yes, these are sad and tragic words. They imply that peace
could be the possession of men everywhere, save that men in their
ignorance and blindness turn from that which alone can bring them
peace and tranquillity. There are certain great moments in life when
peace becomes possible, but they are seldom grasped because men do
not recognize God's moment when it comes.

This great tragedy, however, is also mankind's great hope.
For God's moment is always now. Every moment is a new opportunity,
every hour we have given to us a fresh occasion in whioh we may
discover the things which make for peace—first our own personal
peace, then the larger aspect, peace and good will among all mankind.

II

Let me seek to demonstrate by example how peace, understanding,
and a whole new life can become ours if we learn how to use the holy
and sacred opportunities which God so frequently makes available to us
Joseph Nemes, in his book Signs In The Storm, tells of being beaten
by the communists. He expected death at any moment. Then he turned
to the Bible and read Matthew 16, which contains those tremendously
challenging words:

"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it.
For what is a man profited if he gain the whole world and lose
his own soul?"










