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THE REMNANT

"But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return."

—Isaiah 6:13

None of you came into this place this morning because you wanted
to hear a long recital of the ills and evils which beset the world in
which you live. You can read of that anytime in your magazines and
newspapers or hear it every half-hour on the radio. It would probably
be more to the point to suggest that you came here this morning to get
away from all of that.

But I trust you came not only to escape. You came also seeking
some positive help and guidance to assist you to live in this anxious
and troubled age. You came looking for a measure of inspiration and
spiritual strength. You came seeking meaning and purpose for your
life. And you came to this place because you believed that in some
peculiar way you could encounter the spirit of God in this house of
worship.

Many centuries ago another man had a similar experience. He too
lived in a troubled and difficult age. His name was Isaiah and he was
a Hebrew. His country had seen hard times. It was threatened con
stantly by strong foreign powers. The king in whom he had trusted to
save the country had suddenly died. Isaiah was disheartened and in
despair. In that mood he too entered the temple seeking solace and hope
In that mood and at that moment something tremendous and life-changing
happened to him. It was something, I suppose, that everyone of us hopes
will one day happen to us. Isaiah had a vision of God. It was the same
kind of experience which had made Job cry out, "I have heard of thee
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee."

Isaiah's experience is described in language full of imagery.
These experiences wherein men seem to meet God face to face are always
ineffable experiences. They cannot be described in common, everyday
language because they are not common, everyday affairs. Suffice it to
say that God became ultimately real to Isaiah and commissioned him
to go out and preach to the people, much as he commissioned Jonah,
about whom we spoke last Sunday. And the message was no more optimistic
than was that preached by Jonah. Here it is:

"Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed but
understand not; and see ye indeed but perceive not. Make
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and
shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert,
and be healed."








