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THE LIFE EVERLASTING

On Easter Sunday the average preacher finds himself in an
anomalous situation.

In the first place Easter culminates the busiest time of the
church year, following hard, as it does, on the season of Lent. It
is the high point of the church year and yet the minister is quite
likely to find himself mentally exhausted at a time when he should be,
and is expected to be, at his best.

Secondly, the minister assumes on Easter Sunday that he ought to
speak to the great theme of eternal life. Yet he finds himself pretty
well convinced that at least 50% of those who hear him do not believe
in eternal life.

Finally, if I were to try to convince you that life really is
eternal, that Jesus did in fact conquer death and that you and I can do
the same, it would take far longer than the twenty minutes or so that
I have available this morning.

This is not an easy age for those who want to believe in the
great dynamic verities of the Christian religion. That religion
emphasizes the reality of the spiritual life, and you and I are
immersed in the realities of the physical life. Dr. Halford Luccock
tells of being in a Western Union telegraph office one Easter morning.
He thumbed through some of the "canned" greetings that were available:

"Easter greetings across the miles."

"Hello from the Easter bunny."

"May your Easter be happy and sunny."

Not a single one of the prepared messages was relevant to the
true meaning of Easter. This is the kind of society in which we live
and one in which the church tries to make the spiritual real. It is
not an easy task. What is the true meaning of Easter? Is it caught
up in that line from a favorite Easter song: "You'll Be the Finest
Lady in the Easter Parade", or in the words of the New Testament:
"Christ is risen"? You are the only one who can determine that for
yourself.

II

I stand in this pulpit this morning absolutely convinced beyond
all reasonable doubt that Jesus Christ conquered death, and that the
life of every man is eternal and immortal. I do not fancy that I can
convince you of that in the few moments that we shall have together
if you do not already believe it. I would, however, like to share
with you some of the evidence upon which I base my conviction with
the hope that you might at least consider that evidence with an open
mind and compare it with whatever contrary evidence you may be able
to discover.








