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IN THE TIME OF TROUBLE

"We are troubled on every side."

—II Corinthians ^:8

Definition is a problem which most of us confront occasionally
and which the preacher confronts nearly every time he opens his mouth.
How we use words is tremendously important and the cause of a large
percentage of our disagreements and arguments.

If there is one word which needs no definition, and concerning
which we have no semantic difficulties, it is the word "trouble".
We all know only too well what trouble is and are much better acquainted
with the subject than we would like to be. Job talked about it several
thousand years ago in terms with which few will disagree:

"Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward."

St. Paul talked about it and experienced a great deal more of
it than most men:

"We are troubled on every side."

Then he went on to delineate just a few of the troubles he had
undergone—beaten five times, stoned, shipwrecked, robbed, thirsty,
hungry, cold and naked.

Certainly not all of our troubles are those inflicted on our
flesh. Much of our trouble is mental and spiritual, inward and not
outward. Our spiritual forefathers in New England had both kinds of
trouble in mind, no doubt, when they wrote in the New England Primer,
published in 169I:

"Our days begin with trouble here,
Our life is but a span,
And cruel death is always near,
So frail a thing is man."

Trouble, of one kind or another, physical, mental, spiritual,
is a part of life. No man can avoid it, and no one needs the term
defined. We all learn only too soon what.;Eugene Field, who knew
childhood so well, put into that little verse he called "Ashes On The
Slide":

"That the troubles of the little boy pursue the man through life;
That here and there along the course wherein we hope to glide
Some envious hand has sprinkled ashes just to spoil our slide!"












