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DON'T FORGET TO FORGIVE

"Forgive us . . . as we forgive."

—Matthew 6:12

There is an ancient legend concerning two brothers who once
lived in the same small European town. One of them was successful
and prosperous. The other enjoyed a good time, worked only when he
needed money, and matured much more slowly. One day, when in desperate
need of funds, the latter brother stole some sheep and sold them in a
neighboring town. His crime was discovered, and as was then the
custom, his forehead was branded with the letters "S.T.", meaning
"sheep thief".

Years went by and the fiery young boy developed into a mature,
sober man, desirous of making good his earlier delinquency. He dedi
cated himself to paying back his debt to society and in the process
became one of the town's most admired and respected citizens. One day
many years later, when asked by a stranger what the letters S.T. on
the old man's forehead stood for, a fellow townsman replied, "Well,
it all happened a long time ago and I can't remember too well, but I
think they stand for 'Saint'."

We Christians talk a great deal about forgiveness and are often
cautioned to forgive and forget. Jesus also talked a lot about forgive
ness, but one cannot find any place in the New Testament where he
cautioned us, in connection with forgiveness, to forget. This, I
believe, was for the reason that the sequence is wrong. One doesn't
forgive and forget. He forgets, and what he cannot forget he forgives.

Jesus recognized that many of the petty little hurts and insults
that bother us ought never to do so, and if we were a bit wiser and
more generous we would forget about them. If we forgot about these
minor slights and injuries to our ego there would be no necessity to
forgive.

Is it not true that you and I are often so extremely sensitive,
highly emotional, and vainly proud, that we ourselves are more to
blame for the hurts and injuries we receive than are those we blame
for wronging us? Take away this vanity and pride and we would find
far less in others we felt needed our forgiveness.

This is why some spiritual and psychological authorities have
told us that if we feel someone has terribly wronged us and misunder
stood us and should ask for our forgiveness, then no doubt part of the
blame is in us and we too stand in need of forgiveness. If others
fail to understand and properly appreciate us, it is due in part to
our failure to understand and properly appreciate them.








