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HIS WILL, OUR PEACE

"Thy will be done."
—Matthew 6:10

God's will! Nothing is more important to the life of the Christian,
yet nothing is usually more difficult to fathom.

Quite likely every Christian would agree that the will of God is
in general world peace, brotherhood, mutual understanding, a spirit of
forgiveness. But the current debate concerning Vietnam indicates how
extremely difficult it is to get any consensus concerning the specific
will of God in the daily affairs of men. Equally sincere and dedicated
Christians hold contrary opinions. Nor need we look to far away Vietnam.
How often do we seek in vain the will of God concerning our job, some
crisis in our family, our responsibility to others, and a hundred
and one other difficult, complicated situations which confront us,
and in which we seem unable to say, "This is the will of God."

I remember seeing a clever cartoon in a newspaper depicting a
middle aged husband and wife in their bed. The husband wants to go to
sleep but the wife wants to talk. That I judge is a rather typical
situation. The wife is saying to her husband, "George, dear, I have
something terribly important to tell you, but I think youfd better get
a good night's sleep first." One does not need the cartoon in front
of him to picture the wide and wild-eyed husband under those circum
stances.

We Christians strongly believe that God has something extremely
important to say to us. Yet this is the difficulty—either he does not
say it as clearly and precisely as we would like so that we may under
stand it unequivocably, or else we fail to hear and understand because
we do not like what it is we think he may be saying. Furthermore, we
are pretty well persuaded that until we do hear and understand what
it is God is saying to us, we shall never know peace, contentment, joy.
In His will is our peace. That we believe. What His will is, we have
serious doubts and disagreements about. What then are we to do?

The conviction that in God's will is our peace may very well
explain the modern young theologians who proclaim that God is dead.
They long for peace, but find none; then conclude quite properly, that
where there is no peace, there is likewise an absence of God's will.
They err, however, in assuming that because man neither discovers,
comprehends nor does the will of God, therefore God must be dead. There
is obviously another explanation. It is that man is so immersed in
his own will he has lost the ability and even the desire to search for
God's.










