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THE UNAROUSED MAJORITY

"Make full proof of thy ministry". --II Timothy ki$

There is a little story concerning a doctor walking into the
hospital room of an elderly patient and asking brightly, "How do you
feel today?" "I've felt a lot better," replied the old man. "My right
leg is giving me a lot of misery. It's stiff and aching something
fierce." "Well," said the doctor, "I'm sure that's just old age."
"Don't believe so," said the old man. "My left leg's exactly the same
age and it don't bother me none at all!"

When I left the hospital tw^weeks ago I felt just as good as I
did when I entered. So I conclude the experience did me no harm. At
any rate, I'm mighty glad to be back in this place. I'm quite certain
that all the fine compliments I heard concerning the work of Carl Asher
and the rest of the staff during my absence contributed to my speedy
recuperation.

II

An enforced rest from whatever cause gives a man an opportunity
for thought and reflection concerning some aspects of his own life and
that of the society of which he is a part. Several months ago I
received a brief note from a member of this congregation commenting on
a certain national problem and concluding with a very perceptive and
challenging question which I have been pondering ever since. Recently
I have had time to reconsider the problem more at length. Speaking of
church members and Christians in general, the letter writer posed this
question: "What are we coming to; are we a helpless minority, or an
unaroused majority?"

"A helpless minority, or an unaroused majority?" Throughout most
of its history, the Christian community has been a minority. But it
has seldom been a helpless one. Even in its primitive days it was
charged with "turning the world upside down". Later it became the
driving motivation behind the first colleges, hospitals, orphanages,
and homes for the aged and destitute. It was always in the forefront
of social concern; not in urging that government or some other group do
what needed to be done, but in doing itself what needed to be done, as
a congregation of godly people seeking to discover and perform the will
of God as it was revealed to them.

The title of this sermon reveals what I believe to be our problem
today--it is not that we are a helpless minority, but rather that we
are an unaroused majority. The well known and highly respected Dr. D.
Elton Trueblood apparently shares this same conviction for he writes:

"The single greatest weakness of the contemporary Christian
church is that millions of supposed members are not really involved
at all, and what is worse, do not think it's strange that they
are not."








