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WHAT GOD IS LIKE

I am sure that we all agree that God exists. We do not have to think
very long or very hard to come to this conclusion. We need only to contem
plate the infinite character of the universe which exceeds the capacity of
our minds to comprehend it. We need only to think of the miracle of all life
and the wonderous gift of its reproduction, generation after generation.
Vie need only to look at the beauties of nature or contemplate the regularity
and dependability of the universe and the world we live in. All this and
much more tells us that there must be a supreme intelligence to create and
regulate these things. This is God.

As one grows older and finds more time to think on these things he
naturally begins to wonder what God is like. It is one thing to have feelings
about what God is like, but it is much more difficult to put these feelings
into words.

I would like to share with you this morning a little about what I think
God is like. We all should know that no one actually knows what God is
really like. The understanding of the nature of God is as different as there
are people to comprehend him. No two people would agree on all details.

One thing that makes the understanding of what God is like difficult is
the constant tendency to refer to God in terms that picture him as a man.
Ify reference to God as "him" in the last sentence is a good example of what
I mean.

One of your present texts is written as if God was a person speaking.
There are many references in the Bible of God speaking to man, I do not
think that God speaks to men with a voice and with words. The "words" that
come to us are really our own words from within us. If we think and pray
earnestly we can allow God to direct our thoughts. This is how men hear
God.

We also refer to God in such terms as Creator, Shepard, Father, Judge,
Ruler, King, and many other terms of respect and adoration. This, too, brings
forth a man-like image.

When we pray to God we often talk as if we were praying to some person.
We praise God, we ask his forgiveness, we ask for guidance and give thanks
as if he were an unseen person nearby.

I feel that all of this keeps misleading us in our understanding of
what God is like. The Bible says it best when it says that God is in us and
we are in him. To me God is spirit. He is the essence of all that is good
and true and beautiful. When we understand this we can begin to understand
God. God acts in the world today to the extent that we understand his will
for our lives and to the extent that we do that will. He does not push his




