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THE FORCES OF HISTORY

"For I am the Lord, I change not."
Malachi 3:6 ;

The passage which was our scripture lesson this morning was one
used by George Frederick Handel when he wrote The Messiah, and is one
of the most moving selections in that oratorio.

It is interesting to note how the Old Testament book referred to
as Malachi received its name. The author was not a prophet named
Malachi even though the book is full of prophecy. The first verse of the
third chapter refers to Godfs messenger, and malachi is the Hebrew word
for messenger.

The times in which the book was written were in some ways similar
to our own. The book might well be entitled or sub-titled, "A Message
For An Age of Discouragement". The people, for the most part, had little
respect for the worship of the one true God, a spiritual depression
generally prevailed, there was a declining respect for marriage, and
divorce was prevalent. The general conviction of the prophet, whoever
he might have been, was that God is just, and men must do His will or a
new order will come to displace or destroy the old, corrupt order. The
book reiterates one of the fundamental principles of the Bible, which is
that there is a divine purpose running throughout history, and in the
end God's purpose will be realized.

Because they are so relevant and significant at this point, let
me share with you again the two quotations from famous historians, which
I shared with you on Easter Sunday. The first, Edward Gibbon:

"History is indeed little more than the register of the crimes,
follies and misfortunes of mankind."

The second, Charles A. Beard;

"As I study the grand drama of human history, I find, or
seem to find, evidence of law or plan, and immense achievement
of the human spirit in spite of disasters. I am convinced
that the world is not just a bog in which men trample them
selves in the mire and die; but something significant is
going on here and the challenge of the human spirit is to
make the finest and best in our heritage prevail."

I repeat what I said on Easter, that both men have put their
finger on a part of the truth. But Charles Beard is expressing the
Biblical view, and therefore the view which today we must consider as the
Christian view. History does make sense; it does have meaning; we are
going somewhere!








