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PIT FOR THE FUTURE

It is, I believe, inconceivable to many people that Jesus, or
any other man, could actually make a choice which he knew would lead
to a painful and ignoble death. Yet this is the choice which Jesus
made and which we commemorate on Palm Sunday.

The Gospels tell us that near the end of his ministry, Jesus
finally concluded that the only way to accomplish his purpose and fulfill
what he deeply believed to be God's will for his life was for him to go
into Jerusalem where the leaders of the Jewish religion would find it
both expedient and possible to get rid of him once and for all.

How, we ask, can a man make such a choice? Where does he find
the power and the courage to sacrifice himself in such a fashion? A
father or a mother might conceivably make a total sacrifice for a child.
A lover, or even a friend might lay down his life in such fashion. But
to do it not for one person, not for a beloved child or friend, but
for a race of people, a generalized mass of humanity, this is, for many,
inconceivable.

Where does one get the power and the courage to sacrifice himself
in such a way? I would suggest that it has two sources. First, it
springs out of one's deeply held convictions and principles. Secondly,
it is only possible in one who has absolutely no fear of death.

II

Let us speak first of principles. Do you have any you would be
willing to die for? Not many people have in our day. Would you be
willing to lay down your life for your country? Does the United States
of America and all for which it stands mean that much to you? Is your
religious faith more important to ypu than your life? Would you rather
die than betray that in which you most firmly believe? I caution you
to answer carefully.

St. Paul himself was amazed by this willingness of Jesus to die,
not for someone he loved, but for something in which he believed. He
wrote of it to the Romans.

"Even for a Just man one of us would hardly die, though
perhaps for a good man one might actually brave death; but
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners." *

I have suggested that we ought to think carefully about our own
willingness to die for principles, ideals, convictions. Indeed we should,
It is a bit difficult to believe that those modern Americans who look
upon conformity as the great goal of existence could believe in much of
anything strongly enough to die for it. Most of us don't believe in
anything strongly enough to live for it.

* Romans 5:7 (New English Bible)










