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"I am the way . . ." John lli:6

What can we learn from a man who liven} nearly two thousand years ago in the
midst of circumstances vastly different from our own?

That is the question we want to consider this morning* The man about
whom we wish to ask these questions is, of course, Jesus of Nazareth.

«

If Jesus had been a scientist, if he had written books, if he had been
a world conqueror like Alexander the Great, or the Emperor of a once great nation
such as was Julius Caesar, then the answer to our question would be much easier to
arrive at. But here is a man who was none of these things. We know of him only
by hearsay. We know of him only because those who did hear him nearly 2,000 years
ago were so impressed, and their lives so changed by the experience, that his impact
on society has lasted down to this very day.

There are several ways of reacting to Jesus of Nazareth, One way is to
ignore him completely. This, it must in all honesty be said, is what the majority
of people have always done. Of course they cannot entirely ignore his influence
and effect upon the world in which they live. But they do nevertheless ignore or
repulse any possible impact his life might have upon themselves personally.

There are other millions who have been affected by the life of Jesus in a
vicarious way. He has never had any direct effect upon them, indeed some of them
may never have heard of him at all, but because others have heard of him and reacted
to him, the former are the recipients of benefactions. These benefactions often
come directly through the institution known as Christian missions, or because of
individual acts of Christian charity, or else sometimes through private and government
sources whose basic motivation has been the life and influence of the founder of the
Christian religion.

Others, though perhaps fewer each generation, have been influenced directly
by first hand acquaintance with the records of the life and teachings of this man.
They can echo the experience of the Oriental who read the Gospel for the first time
and explained to his non-Christian father, "Having read this book, I can never
again be the same man I"

II

Now, what such a man is talking about is not the incidental facts of Jesus*
life as recorded in the New Testament. He is talking about Jesus1 message. He is
speaking about the essence of Jesus* moral and ethical teachings. He is referring
to Jesus* philosophical and theological principles. If Jesus had been just another
wandering Jewish mystic performing a few strange and miraculous deeds here and
there, he would have been forgotten long ago. The Oriental world knew plenty of
that kind. The moral and ethical teachings of Jesus combined with the quality of
his own being is what sends him crashing through the pages of history as the perfect
man, the incarnation of truth and goodness.






