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FROM WHERE OOP STANDS

"We know that aU things work together for good
j to them that love God."

,; Romans 8:28

One of the problems every man must confront is the endeavor to make life and the
experiences of life meaningful. Not alone do we have difficulty understanding the long
march of world history, but we have equal, if not greater difficulty, understanding our
own personal history.

1. Why do things happen as they do?
2. Why do they happen now rather than at some other time?
3. How does one determine whether events are for good or for evil?
U. Why are some men born cripples and others born full of

strength and vigor?
5. Why do some people seem to be born under a lucky star so that

everything they touch turns to good,while others seem to
have a positive genius for getting into trouble and making
everything turn out wrong?

Is there some all encompassing explanation for these variegated experiences of
life? Are they coincidence or providence? Are they accident or fate?

One of the best known and best loved hymns of the Protestant church, written
by a man who later became a cardinal in the Roman communion, is "Lead Kindly Light". ;
Qhe of the lines in the first verse says, "I do not ask to see the distant scene—one
step enough for me." We have probably all sung it with enthusiasm at one time or
another (at least with as much enthusiasm as we Congregationalists ever sing) but I
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Tjiere may well be some reasonable doubt as to whether or not that is what God intended
u£ to do. He could not have given us this inquiring, searching intelligence and not
expected us to ask why things are as they are.

«

\ I found myself in conversation not long ago with a very intelligent gentleman
with whom I was discussing the state of the world, a rather morbid subject to discuss
these days. I tried to present the theological point of view and in so doing made a
statement to the effect that the Kingdom of God was a long way off if we interpreted
the Kingdom of God to mean a Utopian society here on earth, in history, and that I
hplieved the only hope for a better future, small though that hope may be, lay in what
Isaiah referred to as the remnant, those few men and women devoted to God and who seeje
tb serve Him wholly. The gentleman with whom I was speaking then came back with the ,._
question, "But why don!t we learn from history?"

' The answer, it would seem to me, is fairly obvious. Very few people see histpry
as a progression of connected events. Rather they tend to see it as a lot of dis
connected, isolated happenings which have no relationship to one another. Though mosj;
people accept intellectually the proposition that for every action there is a conse
quence, they do not apply that principle to the ongoing march of historical event*.








