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Ol BETRAYING THE BEST WE KNOW

*1 will deliver him unto you."
Matthew 2611k

"I do not know the man,®
=Matthew 26:72

What a wonderful privilege it was for the twelve disciples to know Jesus,
to see him face to face, to lock Into hie eyes and heer his woice, Once in &
lifetime & men has the rare privilege of meeting o saint, or a spiritual genius,
In his presence wo fesl ourselves in ths presence of @ divime light, For a
brief moment we fmsl the reality of etarnal things,

Peter and Judas both had thie opportunity. They lived with Jesus for at
least a yesar, When they awolke in the morning it was to see this man of God at
prayer, During the day they s him heal the sick and bring comfort end under-
standing to a e2d and wnhappy people., They hung on his wonderful words of 1ife
end listened &8 he told them how each man was of infinite worth in the sicht of
Gods

"Noi one (sperrew) is forgotten befores God, but the very
hairs of your head are numbered, Fear ye not, theree
fore, yo are of more value then many sparrows,”

Peter and Judss both knew Jesus as well as any msn ever kmew him, Certainiy,
he was the finest and noblest thing they had ever knowm, Yet they betrayed him:
Peter with a vehement denial and Judas with a kisa,

For 2,000 years men and women have read about this betrayal of the most
beautiful 1ife ever lived. For 2,000 years men have talked about it amd condemnsd
it, Tet for 2,000 yesrs men have gone on betraying the best thet they kmew in
1little ways and larpe weys, They have offered all kinds of excuses for their
actions, trying to make what they did sound reasonable, in fact, eacrificial,
but the truth remains: Men and womon go on age after age betraying the highest,
and the best, and the noblest things they know. When engaged in philosophical
converaation they deny that they would ever compromise their principles, but im
the daily preszs of life they compromisze them contimuelliy, They do it primerily
beesuse they are afraid, just as Peter and Judas betrayed Christ becavse they
were afraid, Fear rules our lives instead of faith,

"Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value tham many sparrows,®
11

There is;, I have no doubt, no one of us here this morning who has not at
some time or other betrayed the highest, noblest, finest things he has known,
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We claim to live by certain principles but we ignore, or compromise, or demy
thote principles depending upcn circumstances, We dedicate ourselves to the
Christian 1ife and then bstrsy it by refusing to love Cod and our neighbor with
all our heart, mind, soul, and strength.

If you are denying at this moment that youn ever Letrayed the fimest and
bast that yon know, it is because you sre thinking of the big things., You
have never commitied & murder, perhaps. You have never engaged in am cutright
theft, You have never imtentionally 1libeled and dsbemed the charseter of 2
friend. TYou have never cursed Cod, But have yon ever interrupted snyone
telling a dirty story and tr’sd to ghow him how he was debssing that which was
noble, and good, and lovely and true? Have you ever refused to listen to zossip
and insisted that 1t was desiroying the character of another human being? The
most valuable thing on earth is humen life, and when anyone of us does anything
to debase and destroy the beauty and nobility of life, we betray that which God
ereated in hie oun image,

We all are guilty and cur betrayale are revealed by the hesitamcies which
e show in the face of commitments. We will seldom commit curselves unless
forced to do sc., There was a time when the most hororgble men was the men who
wes wholly committed. He was dependsbls, he was prompt, he was 2 men of his
word, he wae wholly trustworthy. May I suggest that a great many pecple shun
that way of life today, We shun commitment to truth, to homsety, to integrity.
It might interfere with our fun «= and for too many people the chief end of
1ife 18 to have fun,

I don't want to pull my punches this morning by appearing frivolous, but
there is a humorous story sent me by a member of the church which is to tha
point., It deals with & pig and a hen strolling down a dusty weetorn street,
and noting in a restaurant window z sign which read, "Have sn slleimerican
breakfast --= ham and eggs.” "That,” said the hen, "is a noblas sentiment."
"Well," replied the pig, “"You may take it 1lichtly, For you it's all in a day's
worke. For me it is a total commitment!®

How totsl is your commitment to the highest and best that you know? How
total is your commitment to basic moral principles? Will you deny them when
it is no longer easy and comfoitable to live by them? Will you betray them
when to be loyal to them may cost you popularity, preatige, or perhape even
your life? The greatest weskness of Christianity todsy is the fear of commite
eznt on the part of its sdherents, Henry Drurmond used to ssy to his theo=-
logical students: "Do not touch Caristianity unless yon are willing to seek
the kingdom of God first. I promis® you a miserable existence if you seek it
pecond,”

There are indeed first things to which we must give our loyalty if western
civilisation is to prosper and continus to exist., Charles Lindbergh pointed this
out many years sgo in the book which recorded his expsriencss, Said he,

"] saw the aclence I worahipad and the aireraft I loved
destroying the civilisation I expected them to serva,
and which I thousht as permanent as earth 1teelf, Fow
I understand that spiritual truth is more essential to &
nation than the mortar in ite cities? walls,®
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What profiteth a nation to be the most productive, the richost, the largest,
with the most naturel resources, and the larpest number of literate clitisens ’
if 1% has no proper goal? It i3 held topsther by fcer rather then by love, by
selfishness rather than by desire for serviee, Such @ nation eanmot but perish
as have so many other nations before it,

i

You and I have mede & comnitwent to God through the Christiean church. Tt
muzt be a total commitmemt, There is only one excuse for the church's existence,
The ehurch is on esrth to seek and to save those who are lost,. . If we fail to
keep this tagk central, ws betray the hishest and the best that we know, We
batray our €hriet as surely ss did Peter and Judasm,

Frank Lsubach has said it for ust

®I.disapprove of the ususl practice of talking small taik
whehever wo moet, holding a vell over our souls, If we
are go Impoverished that we have nothing to reveal but
emall 4alk, then we need to otrugele for more richness
of soul, As for ms, I am convineced that this spiritual
pilzrimage which I an malding is infinitely worthwhils,
the most iuportant thing I lmow of to talk about, and
talk T ghall while there is anybody to listen.®

And Ceorge Buttriclk makes the same poimt when he saye:

"Listen to the conversetion on a railvoad train, or Im a
street, Peonle are concernsd with automobiles, prices,
furniture, sports., A man who discusses human destiny,
or the claims of Christ is odd, The others in the compeny
shuffle in dizcomfort, When eickness comes and the shedow
of degth darkens, we ere tonpue-tied for we are aecustomed
to only trivial tcpics. When the crisis has passed, we
return with relief to our camal speech,”

IIX

Now let us for & moment eompars the lives of Peter end Judss with the life
of Jesus, Doss one not Immediately have thrust upon him that which makes the
startling difference in these lives? The first two men eve ruled by fear,

The latter is the master of life bscanse his 1life is based on firm and fixed
principles which he will not betray.

May I offer an analopy, ©St. Exupery in his book, Wind, Sand and Stars
tells of an airplane flight over tho Schara desert, Night feﬁ end directions
were lost, Suddenly a lisht tuinkled off in the distant darknesa nesar the
horigson. The plsne's course wag sltered but soon 1t was discovered that the
light came not from a distent beacon but from e setting star, Time ond again
similar lighis were seen. Time =nd again the course was changed, Time amd
again the lighis prove to be mot bescons promising & safe landing, but distent
sung whose light wasz illusory.
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Firm principles and deep convictions, based on renson, understanding, end
Telth are beacons vhich esn lesd a mon on o straight courss towerd a worthy
vo&l, As for me, if I can give my cwn children nothing else, I pray God I
can succeed in gliving them @ fow besic prinelples concerning what is eternally
right, good and true. If they have thoso few prineiples and refmss to betray
them, I will hawe no fear for their fulure,

Orant that you too may possess those principles and pass them on to your
children that they toc may 1ive by fzith and not by feor.



