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“THE HEALING TOUCH"

UHezl the sick, clemmse the lepers, raiss the
dacd; cest out devils: freely ye have recsived,
freoly give,® <Matthew 10s 8

02 o late winter's cvening in 1951, Bob Stout was riding a train ia
Rew Jersoy., Scddenly, there was a torrible crash, When the smoks hed clearad
and the damsge had baen surveyed, it wes discovered that 85 psopls hed been
killed end 500 injurcd, Bob Stout was unconscious im a hospitel whers ths me-
dical staff hold out 1ittle hope of seving his life.

. Bob Stout was a momber of a Christian chureh, On the Sunday morning
following the aeeident, his minister led the congregatdon in praysr for Bob's
healing, During the tims the congregatica was praying for him, Bob opened his
eyes for the first ¥ime snd at that momeat began a slow journey toward cempiete

TBCOVery,

In 1950, on Ash Wednesday, Howard MeIntyre suffersd a heart attack,
I was called ¢o tho hospital to see him at once for the doctors doubted he could
swrvive for more than a few hours, Howard MeIntyre was a member of my ehureh,
That night during the Ash Wednesday service, I led the eongregation im prayee
for Howard, not asking God {0 perform sny miracls, but surrcanding Howard with
e love and the eoncera of his friends snd fellow church members, and asking
that God's perfeet will might o dons in him, The next morning, %o the surpriss
of his dostor, Howard was better, His heart beat was stronger, He recoversd
and went back to his wife and two children who needed him badly,

Ia 1953, Everell Polton was driving from Orsen Bay %o Neensh, He
epparently dosed abt tho wheel end drove inte the rear end of a truck, He wes
teken to a hospitel in Green Bay where agaim very littls hope was held for him,
The next day overy member of every prayer group in the church to whieh he bew
longed, and of whish I wes privileged to be the paster, began to pray that God's
will might be dome In Everell Polion, Everscll Pelton reeovered,

In 1956 Eugeno Allen contracted policmylitus. A& fow days later, vwhem
I was permitted to sse himy, I found him completely paralysed from the neck down,
Three doctors told me he had no chance to live, Againm our prayer groups on-
folded Cene in an atmosphere of love sad concern, Two years later Osae was the
treasurer of our church and was working full time at Marathon Corporation,

I ¢onld eite meny similar cases, and you could in turn toll me of eom-
trary cases, and I eould cite soms myself, where mmny wonderful people prayed fow
somsons who was 8ick and in need, and that someone did not rocover, But in every
cese which I have menticesd, the porson who did recover would insist, as they
did insist meny times, that it was ths prayors of their friends and their follow
Christisns which saved their lives.
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II,

It is not my intemt this morning to try %o coavince you that this
kind of prayesyr will ciweys save the life of a peradea im meed, Many times it
does not, and why i¢ doss® noty; is just a8 mmch beyond my understending, as is
the roason ¥y somstimss it appears to do soe Thay weys of God are mysteriouaz
indeed, IV is rather my intention this morning to telk about the responsibility
vhich ws as Christisns have toward one another ever to be sensitive; sympathetie,
and undsrstanding that we might extend to others the healing touch,

Healing is s part of the historic tradition of the Church., Consider
the healing mirselcs of Jesus, Ho gave sight %o the blimd, He cured lepere
and epileptics, He made the lams to walk, After having done all this, he turned
to his diseiples end said to them, "OGreatsr things than I have 2one, ye shall de.®
Sending them out ona mission to preach, He sald to them, "Heal the sick.® They
went out and reoturned to say that they did have power to heal, and roported thad
gven the demons were subject to them,

With the advent of the age of rationalism, the Chureh, for the most
part, relegated healing to the men of sciencs. The Church no longer beliaved
it had power %@ heal the sick. Today we have given pretty much of a monopoly
on healing to the doestors who in turn have told us that a large percentage of the
gickness with vhich they deal is psychosomatic, Those sho are sick, in many
cases, do not mesd druge and operations nearly so much as they need faith and

prayer.

pasesd through a periocd of loss and pain reeently, I have come
to understand ancw the importance of this healing touch which Christians can
extend to ona another, I have learned how much joy and strength there is in
the sympathetic understending of a friend, in expfessions of good-will and leve
from those vho are trying to share asnother's suffering, Msny of you have had
this same experience, and you know that there is healing and strength in the
love and sympathy and understanding of other peopls, ,

A mumber of years ago, I happened %o be a hespital patient; and ale
though I wes not geriously ill, I did endurc a great deal of paim. A number of
ministers, freinds of mine, came to see ms, Unfortunately, not one of them
offered to sgy & prayer, But one day an eighty-year old member of my church, a
man deeply roligious, virited with me a fer moments and then before leaving,
asked if he could share with me a prayer. I don't remember what he said, buk I
do remember how much the prayer of that dedieated layman meant to me, It gave
®mo new spiritusl strength which I am convinesd promoted the healing processes
of my body, It is this healing touch which is the responsibility of every person
who cells himsalf a follower of Christ,

"We share sach other's wees,
Each other's burxdens beear,
And often Tor sach other
Flouws the sympathizing tear,”

If this iz misaing from any Christien fellcwship, then the most easential
ingxredient of that fellowship is missing,
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I,

You may reesll the time Jesus healed a man who had for many years lain
besids the pool waiting for a mirscle to toke plecs, The first thing Jesus gsiked
that man was this:s Do you want to bs healedl®

&% £isot hoaving it sounds like a 8illy questiom, Wouldn’t anyono wemd
%o ba healed? But 1% is not go foolish for what Jesus was suggesting to this mem
was that if he roslly did want to be healed, power for that purpose lay not im
’aﬂlghypoolofwwobntmhimalfo Said Chriat, “Rise, taeke up your bad snd
Hmo

Incrediblo 28 it may seem, discase is oftsn sn eccaps mechanism, A4
farous surgeon t6lls of a woman whose case had been disgnossd as inoperabls caaser,
but who later wom informad that it had all been a misteke and that thers wes ne
discovereble canser at all, This women rofused to leave the hospital, and was
zore upsst at boing told that she was well than being told that she was dyings
21 camot bsar the thought of faeing life again,” she said,

There are pesple like that, and to such people the question must bs puts
“Do you roslly want %o be hesled? Do you want %o ba hoaled badly emough thabt
you #11l do all within your ovn power %o make yourself vhat yeu ought to ba?®
Such pereons need faith in themsclves, and you snd I 28 their friends and fellcy
Christians are charged with responsibility for helping them discover the pewers
and potentialities that lie deep within their own sslves and upon which they cam
dray to build stronger, better lives, This, too, is part of the healing touch
vhich the Christisn fellowship can and ought to impart,

v,

But 1ot us thing more spscifically now about tho words of Jesus which
are our text: “Hoal the siek, ecleanse the lepsrs, raise the dead, ezst out dovilss
freely yo have recoivaed, freely give.” I never think of this text without think-
ing of that young minister who uas & bit norvous im his new church, and whe
announcing this ezt one day twistsd it a little so that it cgms cats FI wemt
to speak abowt hesling the dead, cssting out the siek, and raising the devil.”

How, surely, a1l of us will agree that Gsd is the source of all hesling,
Whoever performs gurgery, prescribes medication, or offers any therapy, is an
instrument through whom God works, They are applyimg the truth of God which is
called madical seiones to the nseds of men, All of ug in soms form have boen
the reecipients of this hesling pover of God, It hes been glven to us froely 1ile
the rain vhich fallo from heaven, snd the sun which warms our bodies on these
wonderful spring days. And so Jesus sgys to those who would follew him, “Froely
¥y have resoived, fresly give.” And we raply, Her can we? How can we heal the
sickk? How cam we cleanss foul disseses? How can wo raise tho dsad? How can w2
cast out ignoranco and Palschood? The snswer often is: We eanmnot, We cannot
give becauss wo have stopped receiving. PExports must be balanced by imports., Wa
do not know God woll snough, We do not understend Cod woll onough, We have nst
mleamwdl how to reseive so we have nothing to give to those who look to us for
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Why havae we not received sufficiently? Becsuse wo have not asked
properly, dJesus was @ man of prayer. And if we want to receive power and undore
standing. fran God, then we must bscome a psople of prayer, for it is in prayer
that a man tumms his life into a channel throngh vwhich God's power may flow,

This was the eantral secrst of Jesus' powsr, Any measur® of sueecess
vwhich you and I may have in gpplying God's power and love to our own prodlems,
or thosa of our loved onos, must grow out of this understanding and this follows
ship, When the diseiples could not heal a young epileptie boy, Jesus said in
effact, "Your prayer 1ife is not stronz enocugh to cure this patient,® Jesud
asksd over ead over again of those whom he would heal, "Do you have faith that
I can heal you? Do you believe?® As Jesus put it, "To him who bslieves, all
things are poseible,® And ve can turm it avound and 8ay, ¥to him who doss not
believe, nothing will be possible.,” Our faith grows out of our fellowship with
God and man, We cannot give until we have learned how ‘o receive,

Faith is belisving that God's pouer is aveilable to us to sustain us ia
tims of wesknocas smd suffering, It is baing convinced that we cannot escape
the lowe of God even though ws may suffer and lnow tragedy smd die, Real faith
demands that wo live in a continual conseiounsness of God's presence, and that
we strive to bocomn sware of him every moment of life, VWhem God thus becomes
real to us, wo shall be able to draw from him divine resources to accomplish mere
than we ever dresmed was possibla,

Shortly before he died, Charles P, Steinmetz said:

“Some day the scientists of the world will turmn
thelir laboratories over to the study of God, and
prayer,; and the spiritual forecs,..when this dsy
eong, the world will ses more advanecmont in
ona ga;leration then 1% hes in the past four genera=
tions,

¥hy wait for the scientists? We do mot nesd to wait for them, Thers
is power, thers is strongth, there is vitality, availsble to us now, ILet up teke
God at his word, Let us make ourselves availeble to the miniatrations of his
spirit, and walk out of our darkness into the light of his goodneas and | power,
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