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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C O L U M N S
A newsletter of First Congregational Church – Wauwatosa

Statements for the Confirmation Class of
Sunday, May 20, 2018

   During the year, Rev. Trump and Tonia worked with this fine group, starting 
with a retreat focused on group bonding and getting more comfortable with the 
Bible. Time was spent discussing the sacraments, prayer, stewardship, and other 
religions. Rev. Trump also enjoyed sharing the history of both Congregationalism 
and First Church with the teens. The end of this faith journey involved each 
confirmand writing a faith statement, and their mentors were part of that 
important process. In order to get to know these young people better, here are 
some excerpts about each of our new confirmands written by their parents and 
mentors.

~~~

Jack Bladen Burns, son of Bladen and Julia Burns
   We couldn't be more proud of the young man you have become.  Your 
willingness to do what's right -- advocating for others and what you believe in, 
even when it's unpopular, is a great example for all of us.  We are excited to see 
where your passions, hard work and perseverance take you in your life journey!
From Nick Sgarlata, Mentor
   Jack is an insightful young man who seeks a deep and meaningful 
relationship with God.  I have been impressed to listen to Jack express what his 
faith means to him.  I have no doubt that Jack will look to and rely on his faith in 
good times and bad as he continues on his faith journey.

~~~

Nicolas Franklin Clark, son of Brian and Sarah Clark
   Nick is a caring and respectful person toward his family and friends.  He is also 
creative and funny.  Nick was active on a Destination Imagination 
Improvisation team for over three years.  He also plays on the Junior Varsity 
Wauwatosa Blazers Lacrosse team.  He knows the meaning of hard work by 
serving on First Church mission trips and helping our family’s painting business.  
He enjoys helping and giving back to others.
From Jon Stern, Mentor
   I first met Nick when he took part in the ASP mission trip to Kentucky two 
years ago.  Although he was one of the younger members of the team, he never 
shied away from a tough job, a deep spiritual question, or a conversation with a 
relative stranger.  I respect Nick’s fearless attitude toward his life and his faith, and 
hope that he continues to stand firm in both.  (continued on page 6)
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Discovery Hour 

Adult Learning Hour
The Adult Learning class topic 
of this Spring has finished in 

May however it will resume in 
September. Look for more 

information in the July Columns! 
~~~

Women's Ministry
•Wednesdays, 7:00 AM

in the Parlor or weather 
permitting, we sit outside by the 
parking lot door ~ bring a lawn 

chair if you are able.
“Stepping Up – a Journey through 

the Psalms of Ascent".
A Beth Moore study.

~~~

Men's Ministry & 
Men's Bible Study

•Wednesdays, 6:30 AM 
Room 107

  Men's Bible Study:  We meet on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays.  We 

are studying the Gospel of John led 
by Bruce Milne.  We do not meet 

on the 5th Wednesday
of any month.

  Men's Ministry: We meet on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays. We are 

using a new DVD series, The 
Dead Sea Scrolls.  There is open 
discussion and reflections on the 

contents.
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Operating Statement Summary 
Year-to-date as of April 2018 
Detailed financials are available at the office.

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received  30.0% 31.5%
Pledge Income $166,724 $180,176
Total Income  $248,295 $233,164
Total Expense  $200,625 $205,777

Net Income $47,670 $27,387

Average Worship Attendance: 

8 AM worship: 15, 10 AM worship: 148, Sunday School: 42 

Sunday, June 24th at 9 a.m.
 Summer worship begins!

Volunteers Needed!

    Both Bill and Barry will be out of town at the 
NACCC meeting on Sunday, June 24th. 

We are looking for 3 people to give a short 
meditation in place of the Sermon. We also need 
additional members to help fill other parts of the 

worship service.  If you would like to help, please 
speak to any of the Deacons, Bill or Barry.

~  Ann Steinmetz Harris, Chair of Deacons

Summer Worship Schedule 
Begins Sunday, June 24th

We transition to ONE worship service at 9 a.m. for the 
summer continuing through 

Sunday, September 2, Labor Day weekend. 
     From June 11th - August 27th, children ages 3 - entering 
sixth grade will begin worship with their parents, and then 
be released for activities in Room LL5 for the balance of the 
worship time. Older children will remain in worship with 
their parents. 
     Rally Sunday is September 9th, when we return to two 
services, 8 am in the Chapel and 10 am in the Nave and 
Sunday School for ages 3 - 5th grade and PF classes for 6th 
thru 12th grades will also return on that date. 
    —The Board of Deacons

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Wauwatosa/116008468420966
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Off the Top of My Head
    The other day while watching television I saw a wonderful commercial that was promoting 
family relationships.  It talked about not getting too caught up in the hustle and bustle of life and 
spending time in truly important ways.  This one hit home as we enter the final dash to the end of 
the school year, exams and graduation.  I encourage you to take the advice offered by this 
advertisement and make a point to spend some quality time with your loved ones and those 
important to your life.
    We get so involved in activities the rest of the year that there doesn’t seem to be any extra time 
for anything.  The summertime, however, is often the time we vacation or at least take a few days 
off to enjoy our beautiful state.  Make it a point to spend some of that time with your family and 
friends.  Go on a picnic, take a walk together, enjoy each other’s company.  It will be time well 
spent.
    The same advice is applicable to our church family, too.  With its many activities during the 
year it is sometimes difficult to maintain and develop relationships within our fellowship.  The 
summer brings a lull in the hectic schedule of church activities and gives us a chance to strengthen 
these most important relationships. Our Sunday worship is the foundation of our relationships in 
the church.  It is as we worship we are closest to each other.  As our spirits are united each week 

in song and Word we develop a bond, a strength, and an energy and direction for the future.  Take some time this summer and step 
back… enjoy God’s re-creation.  See you in church.     ~  Bill

My “Home” Away from Home         I’ve been a member of our church family for almost 
15 years, and believe it or not, it took almost that long to discover one of our very special treasures.
     For years, I noticed that our bulletins listed “chaplain” at something called “Congregational Home.” 
I’d hear people make mention of Congregational Home when referring to friends and family mem-
bers. Admittedly (gasp!), this was the extent of my awareness of this mysterious place.
     Now, I’ve entered into the mystery: Since February, I have been serving as a part-time chaplain for 
residents and staff at Congregational Home. I’ve learned that on any given day, we have more than 100 
people residing with us. They may be living in our independent apartments, assisted living apartments, 
skilled care area, or rehabilitation area. I’ve also learned that we have a staff of 200 people, which gives 
us one of the highest staffing levels in the state—and an even bigger family! Talk about comprehensive 
care!
     We have a vibrant community that is nestled in a faith-based culture — one that our church mem-
bers initiated, cultivated and nurtured!  Our ministry welcomes people of all traditions and no 
tradition. My chaplaincy outreach includes leading weekly worship services, facilitating small groups, 
and offering one-on-one pastoral care visits. Just recently, we initiated monthly “circles of prayer” as a 
way for residents and staff to honor people in our community who have entered eternal life.
     Joining our “Home” with newness has, perhaps, helped me open to fresh insights. I’m excited to 
initiate even more ways for our church family to journey with our whole Home family, including 
residents and staff. Our Home is a special place where we can live out our Covenant in a unique way by sharing God’s love and compas-
sion and service. Opportunities abound for us — and you! 
     For starters, let’s have lunch! Each month, we’ll gather at our Home with our First Church members who reside with us. I’ve been 
appreciating the connection with them, and I thought you would too! Come enjoy fellowship and a complimentary lunch. Look for the 
sign-up sheet in the Atrium. It’s an hour of your day that will refresh your spirit… and give you a taste for why our “Home” has become 
my own “home away from home.”  ~  Tesha Urban, Chaplain Congregational Home

    After spending almost 15 years in the business world, Tesha awakened to her ministry calling. She served as a chaplain intern at a 
hospital in D.C. and then entered seminary. She has been journeying with other Congregational seminarians from around the U.S., as part 
of the Congregational Foundation for Theological Studies program. She also serves as a chaplain at ProHealth Care, where she has been 
leading spirituality groups for behavioral health patients for the past three years. 

Special Congregational Meeting Notice ~ Sunday, June 10, 2018 - 11 a.m.
The Church Council, upon the recommendation of the Board of Trustees, is calling a Congregational Meeting on Sunday June 10, 

immediately following the 10 a.m. worship service.  The meeting will take place in the Nave and shall be for the purpose of 
voting on how to proceed on the Elevator Project and the Nave Remodeling.

A special mailing should have arrived at your home in May, 
if not please call the office and we will be happy to send it to you.  Office #:  414-258-7375
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Benevolence Bulletin
2 Corinthians 9:7

     With Children, Youth & Education Sunday fast approach-
ing on June 3rd, the Board of Benevolence, Stewardship and 
Church Relations would like to take a moment to highlight the 
First Congregational Church College Scholarship for you, the 
generous contributors to this worthwhile and impactful 
ministry our church provides for our youth.

     In 2016, thanks to the generous giving of our church, the 
Board chose to make a trusting commitment to support our 
college-bound high school seniors through the Education 
Sunday Special Offering.  The college scholarships ($250 each 
annually) are open to three graduating high school seniors and 
are renewable for up to 4 years.  The First Church college 
scholarship is rewarded to students who have participated in 
First Church youth programs, supported the church as volun-
teers, and who serve as role models for our younger children.    
A portion of the Education Sunday Special Offering is used to 
fund this scholarship, while the remainder is applied to support 
the ongoing education of Seminary students.  

     Current recipients include Amelia Moore, Russell Mason, 
Adrian Coppage, Michael Elwing, and Hailey Sgarlata.    The 
recipients have been heavily involved in a multitude of 
volunteer and First Church programs including: Wisconsin 
Congregational Association Camp, Vacation Bible School, ASP 
Mission Trip, and volunteering at St. Vincent’s as well as being 
active as ushers, acolytes, and in the annual PF Christmas Play.    
Their service to First Church and their impressive applications 
and letters of recommendation show them to be exemplary 
youth with a bright future as citizens and Christians.     

     In May, new applicants were interviewed, and this year’s 
recipients will be announced during Education Sunday on 
June 3rd.  Please make a note to be in attendance at the 10 a.m. 
worship service to show your support for the youth and young 
adults who will be the future of First Church.  Thank you to all 
for your continuing benevolence and God bless.   
~  Dylan Thomas, 
            Chair of the Board of Stewarship & Benevolence

Another Amazing Year of 
Secret Buddies!

     The Secret Buddies program was offered again this year to 
our First Church adults and children during Lent, and once 
again, was another amazing success!  The majority of the Secret 
Buddies "revealed" on April 15th were featured in the May issue 
of The Columns.  We have three more pairs of "Secret Buddies" 
to feature this month.  Wonderful connections were made, and 
personal and thoughtful gifts shared.  Relationships within the 
church community mean so much, and Secret Buddies will 
remain friends for many years ahead.   ~ Tonia

Jim Harris awarding the 2017 scholarship recipients: 
Adrian Coppage, Michael Elwing, and Hailey Sgarlata



First Congregational Church  1511 Church Street  ∙ Wauwatosa  ∙  414-258-7375
Vacation Bible School

 August 13th - 17th     9am – 12 Noon

And don’t forget to ask your friends, family and neighbors to come too!
                                       
Name of child(ren) __________________________________________________ Grade __________________
 
                                __________________________________________________ Grade __________________

                                __________________________________________________ Grade __________________

   __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                               Address                                                                                 City                                                               State                     Zip

Email ____________________________________________

Allergies/Health ____________________________________________________________________________

Parent Name (s) ____________________________________  Home Phone(s) (_______)  _________________

Cell Phone(s) ______________________________________  Work Phone(s) (_______)  _________________

Emergency Contact_______________________________  Emergency Phone (_______)  _________________

Cost:  $10.00/first child; $5.00/each additional child; $20/maximum per family

o  Yes, I am interested in helping out during VBS. Please check all areas of interest.
       o teaching      o science/imagination         o games         o where needed

o While volunteering, I will need childcare for my children not yet old enough to participate in VBS.

How did you hear about our Vacation Bible School Program?
o I belong to the church    o I am a guest of___________________________________________________

o Other___________________________________________________________________________________

Photographic Release
I, (print)________________________________________________________________________________ 
             give consent for any photograph(s) of my child(ren) to be used for promotional purposes.  

Signed:  ________________________________________________________________________________
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(continued from the cover page)
Jason Andrew Hayden, son of Steve and Debbie Hayden
   Jason has grown so much, not only in his faith, but also in his daily life since we started attending First Church 
four years ago.  He loves to participate in church events and activities, which include the Mission Trip, WCA 
camp, helping with Vacation Bible School, and the many PF events.  Jason will be the first person to lend a 
helping hand to anyone in the church or outside.  Outside of church, Jason attends Wauwatosa West High 
School, where he volunteers for Key Club and will be playing his trombone again with marching band.  Jason 
loves creating things, art, camping and video games, and has a very large collection of baseball caps.  Jason has a 
very kind heart and wants to see those around him happy.  We are proud of the young man Jason is becoming.  
From Rich Raymond, Mentor
   Jason is a quiet, introspective young man.  He sees God in everything in the world.  First Congregational 
Church offers him many opportunities to learn and practice his growing faith.  Jason likes PF, missions, and 
helping at church activities.

~~~

Brendan David Jeide, son of Matt and Susan Jeide 
   A man of few words, Brendan is full of adventure!  We are proud to be alongside him on his wild ride!  While 
Brendan has gone through the process of discovering his faith, he has also demonstrated character, 
thoughtfulness, and kindness through his actions.  Above all, Brendan continues to put family at the forefront.  
We are thankful to Cindy as she has embarked on this journey with Brendan and helped guide him.  We 
believe Robert Frost’s quote best describes Brendan’s approach to his faith and daily life: “Two roads diverged in a 
wood, and I, I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.”  Congratulations, Brendan, we 
couldn’t be prouder!
 From Cindy Davis, Mentor
   Although I have known Brendan his whole life, I have enjoyed getting to know him on a deeper level this year.  
While Brendan may be a man of few words, he is certainly not a man of shallow thoughts or faith.  Brendan is 
a kind and patient young man who expresses a noble desire to live the Covenant by showing God’s love to the 
world through his words and actions.  I look forward to assisting him in any way I can as he continues on his 
faith journey.  

~~~

Kale Sergio Antonio Miyazaki Lund, son of Mark and Cheryl Lund
   Kale was baptized by Reverend Searfoss when he was 7, which was followed by VBS, Sunday School, 
acolyting, Faith Finders, PF, and the ASP Mission Trip.  He has served as Liturgist, helped in baking hot cross 
buns, volunteered at numerous Fellowship events since he was little, and worked the Paris Flea Market.  You 
may have tasted his baking creations at the Chili Cook-off.  At Tosa East, he plays clarinet in the marching band 
and throws shot put and discus in track.  As Senior Patrol Leader of his Boy Scout Troop, he guides 70 boys.  
Last year, the local Rotary selected him to represent Longfellow Middle School for his service.  Kale has a quiet 
maturity about him, with the ability to walk into an unknown situation with confidence.  He likes to say, “I got 
this.” (Except when it comes to cleaning his room)!  We are blessed to have him as our son.  Love you, Kale!
From Jim Santelle, Mentor 
   I have been delighted and honored to spend time in meaningful discussion with Kale, coming to understand 
his joyful interests in academics, sports, music, family, and friends, and to appreciate his thoughtful personality, 
his gentle humor, his spirited energy, and his caring humanity.  Kale is unmistakably a product of a supportive 
and engaging home—as reflected in his intellectual curiosity about the world that he inhabits and his 
commitment to making our diverse communities better in every way possible.  Kale’s Christianity is both quietly 
animated and overtly celebrated in his life, and we can predictably anticipate good works and productive 
industry from him as a young man and, after that, as a responsible, spiritual adult.       (continued on page 7)
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Miles Fulton King, son of Mark and Sara King
   We couldn’t be prouder of what a thoughtful, generous, hard-working, responsible young man Miles is.  He 
loves the outdoors, camping, traveling, and watching sports.  His days are filled with schoolwork; golf, soccer, 
and baseball practices; yearbook and key clubs; and saxophone and piano practices.  Yet he finds time to be a 
caring big brother and a valuable third King family carpooler.
From Jane Boyd, Mentor 
   Miles has been a delight to mentor this year.  From sushi to cookies, he hung in it with me through mentor 
meetings, Board and Council meetings, a funeral, and even dinner after he served at St. Vincent’s.  He is an 
overall fantastic young super achiever and a wonderful new asset to First Congregational Church.

~~~

John Carver Meser, Jr., son of John and Tracy Meser
Passionate and loyal - the two best words to describe Jack.  Whether in the classroom, on the football field, on 
the ski hill, or just "hanging out", Jack knows what he wants and wants what he knows.  And since we are new 
to First Congregational Church, we could not be more proud and grateful of how he has acclimated to the 
teachings and fellowship shared by the FCC community.  A good son, brother, grandson, friend and young man, 
what Jack knows is growing admirably as he continues his faith journey - onward and upward.
From Carrie Sgarlata, Mentor 
   It has been a pleasure to watch Jack grow on his faith journey.  We have shared some honest conversations 
about faith while realizing it is okay not knowing all of the answers.  Jack has been reflective about his beliefs, 
and I have no doubt that he will continue to grow closer to God as he continues to experience life.

~~~
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 Softball League Tailgate Picnic: Tuesday, July 24th
6:30 PM at Hart Park

The Board of Fellowship, with help from John Sgarlata, 
will host a Tailgate Picnic before the 7:30 PM softball 

game on July 24th.

Menu: Brats soaked in beer 
with buttered onions, 

Italian sausage with peppers, 
mushrooms, onions & 

provolone cheese, hot dogs, 
Italian pasta salad, and chips.  

Drinks include lemonade, 
soda, water, 

and adult beverages. Please 
bring a dessert to share.  

Cost: $6 per person, $3 - ages 6 – 9 
& no cost for ages 5 and under.
Sign up at the Gathering Table! 

Reservations must be pre-paid. Minimum # required for 
this event to run.

Church Softball League
Tuesday Evening Schedule

The Men’s Church Softball League games are 
scheduled every Tuesday evening during their 
season. Come on out and cheer the team on! 
Games are held at: 
Hart Park / 72nd & State Street or 
Whitman Middle School North Field / 
          111th and Center Street

June 5  7:30 pm @ Hart Park  
June 12  6:30 pm @ Whitman
June 19  9:30 pm @ Hart Park
June 26  9:30 pm @ Whitman
July 3  NO GAMES
July 10  8:30 pm @ Hart Park
   9:30 pm @ HartPark
July 17  6:30 pm @ Whitman
July 24  6:30 pm TAILGATE
   7:30 pm @ Hart Park
July 31  8:30 pm @ Whitman
Aug. 7  Rain make-up



Elevator Expansion & Nave Remodel
WE NEED YOUR INPUT AT THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

ON JUNE 10TH.
Our church is looking to the future and has spent a considerable amount of time and research to identify two 

capital projects:  

1)  Replacement and expansion of our elevator 
in order to better accommodate our members
 

2)  A remodel of the Nave to allow flexibility of 
         configuration for a variety of events     

(weddings, musical concerts, etc.)

Here are a few quick facts:
•  Replacement and expansion of the elevator & shaft, is expected to cost between $450,000 & $500,000.

•  The Nave project will make some much-needed logistical improvements. Here are the two of the most notable:
        ➢   Move the seating of the choir to face toward the congregation, instead of each other.  
              Seating will also be flexible.
          ➢  Make the organ mobile so it can be moved for various configurations.

•  The Nave remodel project cost is estimated between $180,000 & $200,000.

•  The church will be able to fund at least 50% of the approved project or projects. The remaining balance will  
    need to be raised from the congregation.

The Church Council is calling a meeting of the congregation on Sunday, June 10th, immediately following the 
service.  A special mailing should have arrived at your home in May, if not please call the office and we will be 

happy to send it to you.

Please plan on attending as we need your input! Sincerely, Board of Trustees
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat.
  1

8:00 AM 
Cook for St. 
Vincent's
5:15 PM Leave 
to serve for St. 
Vincent's

2
 

3
EDUCATION SUN.

8 am Chapel Worship
9:15 am Jr. Choir & 
Cherubs reh.
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Education Sun./
Jr. Choir & Cherubs 
Sing/Nursery
11 am  Ice Cream Social
11:15 am Bd/Steward-
ship & Benevolence

4
1 pm Staff Mtg
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

5
9 am Yoga
6:30 pm 
Quilters Anon
6:45 pm Boy Scouts
7:30 pm Church Softball 
@Hart Park
8 pm AA-United We 
Stand

6
6:30 am 
Men's Bible Study 
7 am Women's Ministry
6 PM Debtors Anon.
7 PM Personnel

7
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks
7:30 pm Choir

8 9

10
YOUTH MISSION
COMMISSIONING
~All Church Meeting~

8 am Worship & 
Communion
9:00 am Bd/Fellowship
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Communion/
Commissioning/
Children in Church/
Summer Sun. School/
Nursery
11 am Special Church 
Meeting followed by 
optional lunch

11
1 pm Staff Mtg
6:30 pm Bd/Deacons
7 pm Bd/Trustees,  
Bd/Christian Ed, 
Al-Anon.
8 pm AA

12
9 am YOGA
6:30 pm Church Softball 
@Whitman
6:45 pm Boy Scouts
8 pm AA-United We 
Stand

13
6:30 am Men's Ministry
7 am Women's Ministry
9 am 
Cream City Rug Club
6 pm Debtors Anon.

14
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks
7:30 pm Choir

15 16
8 am 
Youth 
Mission 
Team 
Departs

17Father's Day

8 am Chapel Worship 
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Father's Day/
Children in Church/
Summer Sun. School/
Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship

18
1 pm Staff Mtg
5:30 pm 
Bd/Congregational 
Care
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

19
9 am Yoga
5:30 pm Tosa Quilters
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 
8 pm AA-United We 
Stand
9:30 pm Church Softball 
@Hart Park

20
6:30 am
Men's Bible Study
7 am
Women's Ministry
10 am Communion & 
Chat @Harwood
6 pm Debtors Anon. 

21
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks

22
Evening 
Youth 
Mission 
Team 
Returns

23
NACCC 
National 
Annual 
Meeting

24 Laity Sun. 

NACCC National 
Annual Meeting 

9 am Laity Sunday 
Worship in the Nave/
Children in Church/
Summer Sun. School/
Nursery
10 am Coffee Fellowship

25
NACCC National 
Annual Meeting 

1 pm Staff Mtg
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

26
NACCC National 
Annual Meeting 

9 am YOGA
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 
8 PM AA-United We 
Stand
9:30 pm Church Softball 
@Whitman

27
6:30 am Men's Ministry
7 am Women's Ministry
6 PM Debtors Anon.

28
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

29 30
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 Our Connections Continue  

     On Sunday April 22, 2018 I was invited to preach at the Congregational Home as Chaplain Tesha 
Urban had another commitment.  The Chapel was packed!  Many of our First Congregational Church 
members who are residents at the Home attended the Worship Service. I was pleasantly surprised by the 
many families who joined their loved ones at Worship! 
     At the beginning of the service I introduced myself as a Pastor at First Congregational Church of 
Wauwatosa. It was wonderful to help in this way and continue to cement the relationship our church has 
with the Congregational Home which we founded. My wife, Sue, and I enjoyed the fellowship before the 
service and even one full hour after the service there were still people who remained in the Chapel for 
conversation with us. This reinforces our Congregational motto of Faith, Freedom, and Fellowship.  Faith 
in Worship.  Freedom to attend. And extensive Fellowship following the Service.  I must add that Chaplain 
Tesha made it easy for me since she prepared the Order of Service  – all I had to do is inform her of what 

scripture I wanted to preach on - and then preach! 
     In sum, it was great to represent our church and extend who we are as church to the Home for there are many, many FCC 
members who volunteer there visiting, delivering mail, singing, bringing service animals, playing cards, driving, and so much 
more. There are FCC members who work there.  There are FCC members who serve on the Board [60% of the Board are to be FCC 
members]. And Chaplain Tesha is a long-time member at FCC!  They do this to help others, and in doing so, they well maintain the 
unity of the Home and our church.  I did miss being at FCC and visiting with all of you that Sunday, but it was a pleasure to serve 
the residents at the Home.  I should add that this Fall Pastor Bill is working on a Congregational Home Sunday at our church.
                         ~ Submitted by Rev. Barry W. Szymanski

A Message from Boy Scout Troop 47     As part of First Congregational Church’s youth outreach and community support, 
we sponsor a troop through the Boy Scouts of America. Troop 47 meets weekly at the church on Tuesday nights from 6:45PM to 
8:15PM, encouraging young men between ages 10-1/2 to 18 to learn about the outdoors, leadership, and community service.

   With the late arrival of warmer temperatures and pleasant weather, the troop has spent a lot of time outdoors. We picked through 
the remaining snow in April to help Milwaukee Riverkeepers with their annual Earth Day cleanup at Jacobus Park. The last weekend 
of April was beautiful; a perfect day as we rode 12 miles along the Root River Parkway to participate in Badger Trail’s annual 
bicycle ride/hike. The scouts had spent an earlier meeting learning about bicycle maintenance and how to replace a flat tire.

   May found us working on a very important service project – assisting the church with 
their spring cleanup! We appreciate the support the church provides and always look 
forward to this event. We had five scouts elected to the Order of the Arrow this spring, 
a scouting organization which promotes camping and cheerful service. Several will be 
completing their initiation at Indian Mound Reservation in Oconomowoc. We will end 
the month with a campout at Governor Dodge State Park. The scouts are planning a 
weekend of fishing, building survival shelters, and building a raft using lashing skills 
they practiced during the winter months. 

   If your family has a young man interested in scouting, please consider visiting us 
during one of our meetings, and join us on the trail!  ~  Yours in Scouting,  Troop 47

Hosanna Youth Mission Commissioning Sunday
•Sunday, June 10 ~ 10 am worship service

The FCC youth & chaperones will be commissioned during the 10 am worship 
service on Sunday, June 10th as they prepare for departure on the 2018 Hosanna 

Youth Mission collaboration with 
North Shore Congregational and Ozaukee Congregational Churches.

They will be leaving for a town outside Pittsburgh on 
Saturday, June 16th and return Friday, June 22 in the evening.
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2018 WCA Camp  -  Forecast: HOPE

Wisconsin Congregational Association (WCA) summer camp 
will be held at Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center, lo-
cated near Wautoma, WI, from Sunday, July 8 - Saturday, July 
14. Camp is for youth who have completed grades 3 thru 12. 
Our theme this year is entitled: Forecast: HOPE.

Who can come to camp?
•Mini Kamp - completing grades 3 - 5 in the spring of 2018.
•Junior High - completing grades 6 - 8 in the spring of 2018.
•Senior High - completing grades 9 - 12 in the spring of 2018.

You don't have to be an official Congregationalist to come to 
camp! Friends from other denominational backgrounds are 
always welcome. However, please understand that this is a 
Christian camp, and the program and activities will reflect that 
tradition. 

What do you do at camp?
      •Faith — worship & singing, small group discussion, camp  

  fires, cabin devotions, Bible study, communion, personal reflection
  •Fellowship — stargazing, nature hikes, organized activities, free         

time, games, random dancing, deck party
  •Fun - swimming, volleyball, ropes course, arts & crafts, soccer,         

ultimate frisbee, disc golf

Mini Kamp – Director Maddie Makinster will offer a pro-
gram filled with scripture, friends, and fun! Activities, games, 
crafts, skits, and discussions will help us relate to the Bible, 
learn about protecting the nature God created for us, and how 
we can spread hope to family, friends, and those who are 
discouraged.

Junior High – Tonia Wallner is excited to direct the Jr. High 
group. We do weather many storms in our lives, many of 
which are followed by sunshine and rainbows. We are blessed 
with God's grace, so we will look for lessons of hope through 
scripture and conversations we share during our time together.

Senior High – Rev. Rob Fredrickson will lead the Sr. High 
group. How do we cope with the "weather" of life? Why does 
God challenge us with such wide-ranging and sometimes 
harsh circumstances? We'll explore these questions and more 
during large and small group program times.

Full information packet and forms for camp can be found on 
the Gathering Table or downloaded online:  

wiscongregational.net/youth

VBS - Save the Date! 
August 13 - 17
9am to noon

SHIPWRECKED -
Rescued by Jesus

http://firstchurchtosa.org/whats-happening/vbs
Kids discover that Jesus rescues them and loves them 

unconditionally.  On this adventure, curious kids discover 
important truths in fresh new ways by diving right into the 

Bible!  Shipwrecked strives to share Biblical truths through fun 
and creative activities! Vacation Bible School is for children 

entering 4K through 6th grade. 
 

Registration form on page 8 and also available on our website!

Sunday School - for ages 3 — entering 6th grade
•Sundays, June 10, 17 & 24
Summer Sunday School, ages 3 - entering 6th grade / Children 
will begin worship in church with their families and then be 
dismissed to Sunday School after the Lord's Prayer. 

Children, Youth & 
Education Sunday 

June 3rd during the 10:00 a.m. worship service  

   Our Sunday School classes 
have prepared special 
presentations for the con-
gregation, and are looking 
forward to sharing this 
wonderful day with all of 
you.  Our Junior Choir will 
sing, and our middle and 

high school youth will act as readers, ushers, and greeters.  We 
will be celebrating another successful year of youth programming 
as we move on to the summer ahead.  Our youth are asked to 
arrive at least 15 minutes early on the 3rd.  

JOIN US ON RIDGE COURT FOL-
LOWING THIS SPECIAL WORSHIP 

SERVICE FOR OUR 
ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL.  
ENJOY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
FLAVORS AND TOPPINGS.

Summer Sunday School begins on June 
10th.  Summer Sunday School is for 
children ages 3 through entering 6th 
grade, so those who have completed 
grades 6 and up are encouraged to remain in church with their 
families.

Looking ahead, Rally Sunday will take place on September 9th.  I 
will reach out to those who have taught in the past, but I would 
also like to invite anyone interested in teaching for the first time 
or if you would like to lend a hand with our youth, to contact me:   
tonia@firstchurchtosa.org           ~  Tonia Wallner
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Lectionary Readings
June 3 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Samuel 3:1-20
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark 2:23-3:6

June 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Samuel 8:4-20
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 138
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mark 3:20-35

June 17  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4th Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 20
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mark 4:26-34

June 24  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5th Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 9:9-20
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mark 4:35-41

Church Family News
DEATH
Susan Dragisic passed away on Monday, May 14, 2018. 
Services were held.

BAPTISMS
William Scott Sitzberger, son of Randy & Cindy Sitzberger, 
grandson of Sandy Davis, was baptized on April 29, 2018.

Mabel Colleen Raddemann, daughter of Tori & Kurt 
Raddemann, grand-daughter of Peter & Barb Holtz, was 
baptized on May 6, 2018.

DEADLINE for the JULY issue: Monday, June 18 .
Please email articles/ideas to Jill Bruss at  

jill@firstchurchtosa .org . 


