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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C O L U M N S
A newsletter of First Congregational Church – Wauwatosa

2015 Covenant Class

ONE Summer Service to Begin June 28th
Beginning the 28th of June, we will be going to ONE worship service

on Sundays at 9 AM in the Nave. We will have only one service through Sunday, 
September 6, which is Labor Day weekend. 

From June 7th - August 30th, children ages 3 - entering sixth grade will begin worship 
with their parents, and then be released for activities in Room LL5 for the balance of the 
worship time. Older children will remain in worship with their parents. 

Rally Sunday is September 13th. That is when we will resume two services, one at  
8 AM in the Chapel and the second at 10 AM in the Nave. Regular Sunday School for 
ages 3 - 5th grade will return.      

—The Board of Deacons

A Thank You Note from the ASP Mission Team
Dear FCC Congregation 
and Friends,

I would like to take this 
opportunity to personally 
thank you for your support 
of the High School 
Mission team’s sixth 
Annual Italian Auction 
Dinner held on Saturday, 
April 25. Whether you 
donated an auction item, 
purchased a ticket to the 
event, volunteered, bid 
on an item or made a 
monetary donation, your 
participation made this 
evening a huge success. 

With just under 100 
guests, the event raised 
$18,779 - almost as much 
as our record year last year 
when we had 134 guests. 
The money raised will 

fund the travel expenses to 
Appalachia, participation 
fees, supplies, scholarships 
and also give the mission 
team the opportunity to 
support additional projects 
and repairs desperately 
needed in the area.

We have received rave 
reviews on the food, 
thanks to John Sgarlata 
and his culinary team. 
The ticket price for the 
dinner was only $20. This 
bought a meal that easily 
would double the value of 
the price or more. John’s 
creativity and weeks 
of preparation ensured 
that even the epicurean 
with the most luxurious 
tastes would be delighted. 
Additionally, thanks to the 
Board of Benevolence, the 

food costs were covered, 
which means the entire 
purchase price of your 
ticket was allocated to the 
fundraising total.

It is hard to believe the 
decorating each year 
could get any better 
and yet it does. Thanks 
to Cathy Denny and 
her mother, Jackie, our 
beautiful Social Hall was 
turned into a magical 
place. Complete with 
lit umbrellas, table 
decorations and so many 
other creative touches, 
our guests felt as if they 
were dining al fresco in 
Italy. We are truly blessed 
to have Cathy and her 
mother on our team.

continued on page three

Come Celebrate Maestro Lee Jacobi!

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us on Sunday, June 14, 2015 to celebrate 
Lee Jacobi’s wonderful career as Director of Music at FCC. After the 10 AM service 
that day, we will hold a special coffee hour in Lee’s honor in the Social Hall. We 
encourage you to make time to stop by and thank Lee and Barbara for all they have 
given to First Congregational Church over the last 41 years. 
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Like Us on 
Facebook

Lectionary Discussion  
in the Chapel
Sunday, June 7, 14, & 21
8:45 AM 
Sunday, June 28
8:00 AM 

A discussion of the Lectionary 
will take place. Folks of all ages 
are invited to join in the discus-
sion.

—Tonia Wallner and the 
Bd/Christian Education

Discovery Hour
BRANDON & KIM KRUGMAN

Brandon & Kim have a young son 
named Finn and reside in Pewaukee. 
They are active supporters of the 
Marquette Golden Eagles and even 
Finn attends the games with his 
parents. Brandon is a Consultant 
with Infotech Enterprises, and Kim 

is a Marketing Manager at WennSoft Inc. 

PETER MUTH
Peter, the son of our former 
minister, the late Phil Muth and 
his wife Peggy, is reactivating his 
membership. Peter works third 
shift security and his family - wife 
Kristine and son Jared - reside with 
Peggy in Wauwatosa.

Our Newest Members

BARRY RAMSEY
Barry is a regular attendee at the 8 AM worship service. He and his wife, 
Martha, moved here from Tennessee. He is a Technical Writer with Briggs 
and Stratton, currently resides in Menomonee Falls, and is looking forward 
to the warmer weather when he can ride his motorcycle. 

DYLAN & MYCHALE THOMAS
Dylan & Mychale are residents of Wauwatosa and the parents of a two 
year-old daughter, Robin. They were married here at First Church in 
October 2010. Dylan is in sales with Prince Minerals, and Mychale is the 
Administrative Pricing Coordinator at Brenntag Great Lakes. They both 
volunteer their time at the Hunger Task Force. 

SARAH TRUMP
Sarah Trump and her brother moved here in mid-May after living for the last 20 
years in Los Angeles. Sarah was, in so many ways, raised by the members of the 
church her Dad was serving. As a young adult, Sarah has been a leader in youth 
work and Christian Education.  She looks forward to finding a job and completing 
her education.

CHARLES TRUMP
Charles (Charlie) Trump also arrived in the area recently, ending a 2,200 mile 
journey and now beginning a new adventure. The church and its activities have 
been the center of Charlie’s life while growing up in California through Sunday 
School, Pilgrim Fellowship and finally as a young adult. He has been a faithful 
choir member and served the church as a member of the Board of Deacons and the 
Board of Christian Education. He also looks forward to finding a job in Milwaukee 
and completing his education.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Wauwatosa/116008468420966
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Off The Top of My Head
A teacher builded a temple;

She wrought with skill and care;
Forming each pillar with patience,

Laying each stone with prayer.
None saw the unceasing effort;

None knew of the marvelous plan;
For the temple the teacher builded

Was unseen by the eyes of man.

Gone is the builder’s temple;
Crumbled into the dust,

Pillar and groin and arches
Food for consuming rust;

But the temple the teacher builded
Shall endure while the ages roll;

For that beautiful, unseen temple
Was a Child’s immortal soul.

-Author unknown

This is the quiet, unseen building that has 
been going on each Sunday morning. Our 
dedicated teachers have put in countless 
hours of preparation and teaching to 
make an investment in the future. They 
have dedicated themselves to guiding the 
developing faith of our children. The 

ASP AUCTION DINNER RECAP continued from page one
With a wide variety of silent and voice auction items, the evening offered a little something for anyone who was interested in bidding. 
We appreciate the donations of so many who helped to create one of the most enviable auctions around. Special thanks go to Linda 
McCabe from Incentive Gallery for so generously donating her time and talent to coordinate our auction. Linda is the master of organi-
zation when it comes to auctions, and we are lucky to have her on board for her sixth year. Everything was displayed beautifully and 
check-out was a breeze thanks to her hard work.

Our emcee, Keith Harmon, kept the evening moving along with his great ability to entertain, run a voice auction and make sure our 
evening stayed on track. Not only has Keith emceed for the past six years, but he also has traveled to Appalachia for four trips. Lead-
ing by example is what Keith does best by going above and beyond what is required, and we are grateful for his dedication.

For the first time, we played “heads or tails.” This gave folks who participated an opportunity to win half of the amount collected. Our 
lucky winner, Peggy Griffith, could have gone home with her winnings of close to $450, but she chose instead to donate her portion to 
the ASP team. What a great blessing and role model Peggy is to us all. I am also happy to share that the 
service provided by our teens at dinner was top notch. The teens worked hard to make certain everyone 
in attendance received the best possible care. They wanted to convey, by their service, how much the 
support of everyone in attendance meant to them.

The team will be heading to Sullivan County, TN on June 20th. There is a lot to accomplish before they 
leave; yet everyone is inspired by the support generated from the Italian Auction Dinner. Your participation in the success of this event 
has given the team the opportunity to bring the love of Christ to those suffering in extreme poverty. You also have given the teens and 
chaperones a chance to dig deep and to grow stronger in their faith. The week in Appalachia will be long and the work difficult, but 
your encouragement will give them the tools to persevere. The opportunity to serve is a blessing, and we thank you for being a part of 
that blessing.

With gratitude,
Carla Cummings and the 2015 FCC ASP Mission Team 

The Builder

The Builder builded a temple;
He wrought with care and skill;

Pillars and groins and arches
Were fashioned to meet his will;

And men said when they saw its beauty;
“It shall never know decay,
Great is thy skill, O Builder.

Thy fame shall endure for aye.”

students deserve credit, too. They have 
been there week after week to learn of 
the Christian faith, the scripture, and 
themselves as they relate to this complex 
world. It is fitting that we recognize 
the efforts and achievements of these 
students and teachers as another Sunday 
School year comes to a close. Please 
be present for our special Education 
Sunday celebration, May 31, 2015. 

Rev. Bill Trump, Senior Minister

     Laity Sunday Volunteers Needed 
Rev. Trump will be attending the 
NACCC Annual Meeting on June 21st, 
so members of the congregation 
will lead our worship services. The 
Deacons are looking for one more 
person to present a 3 to 5 minute 
meditation at both the 8 AM and 10 
AM services on the 21st. We also need 
members to read scripture, the Call 
to Worship, Pastoral Prayer and give 
the Benediction. Interested? Contact 
Carolyn Nowacki at deacons@first-
churchtosa.org or at 262-308-3684 for 
more details.

mailto:deacons@firstchurchtosa.org
mailto:deacons@firstchurchtosa.org
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The Furniture of Life

I am very pleased and honored to accept the position 
of Office Administrator and Coordinator for First 
Church. My background is in music with degrees 
from UW-Stevens Point and the University of 
Illinois. My career path includes directing the arts 
program of Elmbrook Church, program coordination 
and corporate training for MRA, and management, 

fundraising and event coordination for two local arts organizations. In 
the performance world, I’ve taught private voice lessons, conducted a 
community choir in Hales Corners and have performed with local opera 
companies, symphonies and choral groups.

My husband, Jack, and I are “empty nesters” living in Elm Grove. Jack is 
a retired chemical engineer from Johnson Controls, an avid golfer and a 
great handy-man. My step-children and daughter work in the Milwaukee 
area. Laura is an immigration lawyer, Adam is an IT specialist and Kayla 
is an art teacher for MPS.

I enjoy flower gardening, hiking, fresh water aquariums, and refinishing 
furniture. This summer, I hope to get the canoe into the water, get the bike 
down from the rafters, get out and explore more of Wisconsin’s parks and 
get a puppy.

I am very grateful for this second opportunity to work with First Church. 
My first opportunity came when Lee Jacobi invited me to join the choir 
as the alto section leader in 2005. I’ve loved working here, meeting the 
people and learning more about this church and its spiritual mission. I’m 
eager to begin this new job, and I appreciate your patience as I work to 
slip on the “big shoes” Anne has left here at First Church!        —Jill Bruss

Meet Our Newest Employee

When we move into a 
house or apartment, 

we want to make it our new 
home. Not just a place to 
live in, but a real home. 
When we move in, we find 
ourselves in empty rooms. 
To impart our personality, 
we paint. We fill the room 
with our furniture - perhaps 
some used, some new. We 
have the basics of our home 
- it even feels, almost, like a 
home to us. Next, we hang 
pictures and other artwork. 
Afterward, we place pil-
lows, throws, vases, flowers, 

lamps, and doodads in the room – it is now our own cozy home. 

As time passes, we repaint, move furniture around, purchase a 
new chair, or hang new artwork. We remove some doodads and 
purchase new ones to continue to cozy-up our home. There is 
a parallel with our own lives. We are born into an empty room. 
Our basic genetic makeup is akin to the dimensions of our room 

and the location of its windows and doors. Over the course of 
years, we paint, then repaint, furnish and refurnish our home. 
Some years the paint is a light airy color. When grief over-
takes us, it may be a darker color. It is time to repaint again. As 
decades pass, some of the furniture is used, some new. Over the 
many periods during our life, our choice of artwork changes. So 
goes our room, our soul.

How often do we repaint our room? How old is the carpet? Is 
it threadbare?  Does the furniture need to be fixed? Replaced? 
Recovered? The Gospel is our most important furniture. All else 
complements the Gospel. In other words, everything we do in 
our room takes place around our choice of furniture. Everything 
we do in our life occurs around how we internalize the Gospel 
of Jesus. If our furniture is rightly placed, then the pillows, 
throws, artwork, painting, floor covering, pictures and artwork, 
and lighting all properly complement the furniture and its place-
ment. Make your room a home, and you will be cozy in your life 
with God. Make your room a home, and others will be cozy in it, 
relax in it. Make yourself a faithful follower of Jesus, and people 
will enjoy the coziness of your soul: a soul dedicated to God. 

Rev. Dr. Barry Szymanski
Minister of Pastoral Care

The Secret Buddies program was offered to our First 
Church adults and children again this year during 
Lent, and was another amazing success! The program 
was launched last year in order to foster connections 
between the generations of our church. This year, 
twenty of our adults committed to be pen pals with 
twenty of our 1st - 5th grade youth, and the fun began 
once they were secretly paired up. The Buddies traded 
notes every two weeks, which shared information about 
everything from their age and where they live to their 
hobbies and favorite activities. They also sent notes that 
talked about their favorite 
church programs, and finally, 
were asked to share Easter 
memories and family tradi-
tions. 

 
The Secret Buddies were 
finally able to meet in per-
son after worship on April 19th and 26th, which was 
awesome to watch. The anticipation was high, and the 
smiles on the faces of both the adults and children were 
priceless! Our Buddies sat at their own tables, chatting 
while enjoying their Coffee Fellowship treats. Wonderful 
connections were made, personal and thoughtful gifts 
shared, and many of the Buddies plan to remain a part 
of each other’s lives moving forward. Relationships 
within the church community mean so much, and Secret 
Buddies will remain friends for years and years. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
9 AM Sub. Women's 
Club of Tosa Bd
7 PM ASP Parent 
mtg., Al-Anon
8 PM AA 

2
9 AM YOGA
6:30 PM Bd/Steward-
ship & Benevolence, 
Quilters Anonymous
7 PM Boy Scouts
8 PM AA-United We 
Stand
9:30 PM @Hart Park - 
Men's Softball Game

3
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
7 AM Women's Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
7 PM Personnel

4
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

5
8:15 AM Cook for 
the St. Vincent Meal 
Program
4:15 PM Leave to 
Serve at St. Vincent's

6
9 AM ASP Team 
Work Day
 

7
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel/Communion
8:45 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Communion/ASP 
Mission Team commis-
sioned/Children in Church/
One Room Sunday School 
for ages 3 - 5th grade/
Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM YFBS

8
6:30 PM Bd/Deacons
7 PM Al-Anon, 
Bd/Education, Bd/
Trustees
8 PM AA

9
9 AM YOGA
7 PM Boy Scouts
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand
8:30 PM @Whit-
man Field - Men's 
Softball Game

10
6:30 AM Men's Ministry
7 AM Women's Ministry
9 AM Cream City Rug 
Club
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

11
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

12
10 AM @Cong. 
Home - Hug-a-Tot

13

14
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel
8:45 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
10 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/One Room 
Sunday School for ages 
3 - entering 6th gde/
Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellow-
ship

15
10:15 AM @Cong. 
Home - Music w/
Marj
5:30 PM Bd/Congre-
gational Care
6:30 PM Bd/Fellow-
ship
7 PM Al-Anon
8 PM AA

16
9 AM YOGA
5:30 PM Tosa 
Quilters
7 PM Boy Scouts
7:30 PM @Hart 
Park - Men's Soft-
ball Game
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand

17
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
7 AM Women's Ministry
9 AM Cream City Rug 
Club
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group,  
@Harwood - Commu-
nion & Chat
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

18
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks 

19 20
@Salt Lake City, UT 
- NACCC Annual 
Meeting
8 AM ASP Mission 
Team Departs
 

21
8 AM Laity Worship in 
the Chapel
8:45 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
10 AM Laity Worship 
in the Nave/Children 
in Church/One Room 
Sunday School for ages 
3 - entering 6th gde/
Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellow-
ship

22
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA

23
9 AM YOGA
2 PM @Cong. Home 
- Alzheimer's Support 
Group
6 PM Communica-
tions Committee
7 PM Church Council
8 PM AA-United We 
Stand
8:30 PM @Whitman 
Field - Men's Softball 
Game

24
6:30 AM Men's 
Ministry
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home 
- Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

25
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks 

26 27
ASP Mission Team 
returns

28
8 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
9 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/One Room 
Sunday School for ages 
3 - entering 6th gde/
Nursery
10 AM Coffee Fellow-
ship

29
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA

30
9 AM YOGA
7 PM Church 
Council 
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand
8:30 PM @Hart 
Park - Men's Soft-
ball Game
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During the year, Rev. Trump and Tonia worked with this fine group, 
starting with a retreat focused on group bonding and getting more com-
fortable with the Bible. Time was spent talking about sacraments, prayer, 
stewardship, and other religions. Rev. Trump also enjoyed sharing the 
history of both Congregationalism and First Church with the teens. The 
end of this faith journey involved each confirmand writing a faith state-
ment, and their mentors were part of that important process. In order 
to get to know these young people better, here are some excerpts about 
each of our new confirmands written by their parents and mentors:

RYAN ELWING, son of Mike and Holly Elwing
Ryan is the youngest of three children, and yet, the tallest. He is a curl-
ing fanatic and javelin thrower. Ryan has grown from doing many mis-
chievous things with his brother, Michael, into his own person, wanting 
to do his own thing. Sometimes Ryan has needed a little guidance along 
the way. We are proud that Ryan has decided to take the next step in 
affirming his faith by being confirmed today. May he continue to learn 
and grow in his faith. 
From Bob Hipke, Mentor - I have known Ryan since his birth, and while 
he is a quiet, insightful young man, he exhibits a lot of positives above 
and beyond curling. He has participated in church cleanup days, served 
meals at St. Vincent, and has helped with church decorating. Ryan has 
grown not only physically, but also in his approach to God and First 
Church. He will be a fine member of the church and the community.
 

CAMILLE KOSTICK, daughter of Kevin and Cynthia Kostick
In her life, Camille has shown responsibility, kindness, humor, creativ-
ity, and an innate moral imperative to do good. Her present direction 
includes dance, clarinet, singing, drawing, and reading. She has a rebel-
lious streak occasionally when she tells us that she will chuck the afore-
mentioned passions and become an accountant. Her thoughtfulness has 
served her well, not jumping headfirst into anything without thinking 
about it. Camille indicated that she wanted to further her spiritual path 
through Covenant Class, and wishes to express gratitude to her mentors.
From Lee Jacobi, Mentor - When one meets Camille, I am certain she 
is perceived as quiet and pleasant. But when you take the time to get to 
know her, you soon discover a girl of charm, wit, and intelligence, with 
a quirky streak that endears her to you. Camille is committed to her 
work in school, dance, the clarinet, and vocal studies. As we’ve worked 
together, her willingness to explore and share the discoveries of her faith 
life have been remarkable. I want Camille’s family to know how satisfy-
ing this relationship has been and what a pleasure it has been to get to 
know her so well.

JEFFREY MASON, son of Scott Mason and Sarah DeYoung
Jeffrey is the only kid we know who regularly wore out the knees of 
his church pants. From the time he got brave enough to go to Sunday 
School, he decided that exploring every nook and cranny of this building 
was his goal. Under pews, behind stacks of tables, basement to the bell 
tower, he’s been there. As he’s matured, he walks through the hallways, 
but he’s still just as eager to be moving in this building. God had Jeffrey 
in mind when he planted Tonia in this church. Her love of sports, games, 
movies and pizza has stitched him into the fabric of this place. When 
he’s not in church, you’ll find him throwing baseballs, shooting bas-
kets, getting footballs stuck in the neighbors’ trees, and walking with 
an elderly neighbor’s dog every evening. If you don’t know him, he’s 
the kid with the generous heart, compassionate spirit, and holes in his 
church pants.
From Gaye Clark, Mentor - I first met Jeffrey a year or so ago when 
he and his mom, Sarah, invited me to join them at a Brewers game. As 
his mentor, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed getting to know this fine young 
man. Jeffrey describes himself as being “confident, nerdy, tall, outgoing,

May 17th Confirmation Class

Operating Statement Summary 
Year-to-date as of April 2015 
Detailed financials are available at the office.

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received  31.3% 30.1%
Pledge Income $178,075 $171,731
Total Income  $238,154 $248,108
Total Expense  $234,975 $227,338

Net Income $ 3,179 $    20,770

Average Worship Attendance: 8 AM: 24 — Worship;  

10 AM: 193— Worship, 52 — Teachers, Children and Youth 

and caring.” He loves sports (plays baseball at Tosa East) and enjoyed 
taking part in both choir and Sunday School. Jeffrey said he’s never 
doubted being a Christian. He is a wonderful role model to the younger 
children in our church family and is looking forward to being an active, 
valuable church member.

TESSA RUSS, daughter of Steve and Michelle Russ
Tessa’s always been willing to try new things and has embraced the chal-
lenge of the unknown, but she’s always done this with a quiet confidence 
that belies her age. Her respectful demeanor illustrates her maturity and 
readiness to enter adulthood as a member of FCC. Her compassionate 
personality will lend itself well in furthering her pursuits, whatever they 
may be. She is most intriguing to watch when she participates in her two 
passions in life: competitive dance and soccer, often in the same season, 
often on the same day! She is a very busy person, but seems to thrive in 
that environment. We think that will also serve her well in her future. 
From Jane Boyd, Mentor - Tessa Russ is one of those delightful people 
that you automatically gravitate to, as she exudes an aura of kindness, 
intelligence, creativity, and helpfulness. She has done very well in her 
studies in school, exceeds in her talent for dance and soccer, and is a 
friend to many. Tessa has a strong belief in God and the Church, and is an 
asset for our Church.

MARK SAEGER, son of Jeff and Diane Saeger
Mark is a very needy young man… as in, need the grass cut? Need the 
snow shoveled? Need the laundry started? Need to do my homework? 
Well, three out of four isn’t bad! Mark has a huge heart to fill his 230 
pound frame: he regularly calls his grandma and aunt, loves his big choc-
olate lab Drake, loves to ride his bike, loves going to Boy Scouts, and 
loves coming to church on Sunday to be a part of this faith community. 
From Scott Rondeau, Mentor - I was honored to accept the offer to be 
Mark’s mentor. I've known him since he was a toddler, and since becom-
ing better acquainted this year, our friendship and my respect for Mark 
have grown tremendously. Some of Mark's hobbies include being an ac-
tive Boy Scout, walking to and from school with friends, playing football, 
riding his bike, having his smartphone at his side, wearing shorts in any 
weather, sleeping late, the “Lord of the Rings” movie, and the Chicago 
Bears. Oh well, nobody's perfect! On a personal note, one of the biggest 
changes I've seen in Mark is his ability to communicate, as he has gone 
from a quiet boy to a chatter box. I'm proud to know this fine young man.
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Sunday School
•Sunday, June 7, 14, 21, & 28 
(Children & Youth Sunday is May 31st - Ice Cream Social fol-
lows! The students are asked to arrive 15 minutes early.)
Summer Sunday School, for ages 3 — entering 6th grade  

Children will begin in church with their families. They will be 
dismissed to Sunday School during the worship service. 

•Sunday, June 7
ASP Mission Team commissioned during the 10 AM worship 
service

WCA Summer Camp
•Sunday, July 12 - Saturday, July 18 
Camp is for youth who have completed grades 3 thru 12. Our 
theme this year is entitled: MISSION: POSSIBLE. Wisconsin 
Congregational Association (WCA) summer camp will be held 
at Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center, located near Wau-
toma, WI, from Sunday, July 12 - Saturday, July 18. 

Who can come to camp?
•Mini Kamp is for students completing grades 3 - 5 in the spring 
of 2015.
•Junior High is for students completing grades 6 - 8 in the spring 
of 2015.
•Senior High is for students completing grades 9 - 12 in the 
spring of 2015.

You don't have to be an official Congregationalist to come to 
camp! Friends from other denominational backgrounds are 
always welcome. However, please understand that this is a 
Christian camp, and the program and activities will reflect that 
tradition. 

What do you do at camp?
•Programs — Mini Kamp — Director: Rev. Julie Smith —
We'll look at the stories, lessons, and examples we find in the 
Bible explaining who Jesus is, what he did, and what this asks of 
us today. Junior High — Director: Rev. Rob Fredrickson —
Could it be true that we — with all our limitations and imperfec-
tions — can do even greater works than Jesus himself? We'll 
explore what that means. Senior High — Director: Rev. Cindy 
Bacon Hammer — Together we will explore the very essence 
of Jesus, who he was at his core, and how we may be able to let 
some of that divine essence into ourselves.
•Faith — worship & singing, small group discusssion, camp-
fires, cabin devotions, Bible study, communion, personal 
reflection
•Fellowship — stargazing, nature hikes, organized activities, 
free time, games, random dancing, deck party
•Fun - swimming, volleyball, ropes course, arts & crafts, soccer, 
ultimate frisbee, disc golf

Download an information/application form from our website:
http://firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/WCA_Camp_
Registration_Packet_2015.pdf

Our Children's Library

Vacation Bible School
EVEREST ~ Conquering Challenges with God's Mighty Power
•Monday, August 10 - Friday, August 14, 9 AM - Noon

Here is what happens at EVEREST VBS... 
Kids embark on an "icy" mountain adven-
ture; they learn to overcome obstacles — 
with God's awesome power; they become 
anchored in rock-solid Bible truths — ready 
to face life's challenges. At EVEREST 
VBS, kids are encouraged to look for God 
Sightings — everyday clues that God is 
present, passionate, and powerful. Your 
kids will discover they can witness God's 
love every single day in unexpected, pow-
erful ways. Why? Because they finally have 

eyes to see... and at last, they're looking.

Vacation Bible School is for children entering 4K thru enter-
ing 6th grade. Registration forms are available on our website: 
http://firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/registra-
tion_form.pdf.

—Tonia Wallner
Director of Christian Education

BOOK REVIEW
Just the Way You Are by Max Lucado

"Just the Way You Are takes place a long time ago in a country 
that had castles and was ruled by a King. The story is about five 
orphans. The King, who lived far away, heard of these orphans 
and he decides to adopt them. The orphans were very excited 
to have a new father and they wanted to impress the King when 
they met him. Orphan #1 (a boy) got busy using a knife to carve a 
wooden sculpture from a log. Orphan #2 (a girl) worked tirelessly 
to paint a painting for the King’s castle. Orphan #3 (a girl) played 
a mandolin and sang music from her window. Orphan #4 (a boy) 
was very smart and he decided to read more about history, geogra-
phy and chemistry. Orphan #5 (a girl) did not have a talent like the 
other four, but she was friendly and she would greet every person. 
She would offer to take care of their animals and sometimes she 
would earn enough money to help feed her brothers and sisters. 
She feared the King would not like her. Several days passed and 
a sharply dressed man approached the village. She took care of 
him and his animals. It turned out the man was the King. When 
he went to meet the other children, they were too busy practicing 
their talents to speak to him. So the King went back to get his ani-
mals and told the girl how special she was as she had a great heart 
and was such a hard worker. As it turned out, the children with so 
many talents missed the visit with the King, but the girl who gave 
the gift of her heart and friendship was adopted by the King.

Rating: **** I liked this book. The simple message of this book is 
to let the light of your heart shine through. You simply need to be 
yourself and not worry about doing things to impress people."   

—Margaux Burns

http://firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/WCA_Camp_Registration_Packet_2015.pdf
http://firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/WCA_Camp_Registration_Packet_2015.pdf
http://
http://firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/registration_form.pdf
http://firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/registration_form.pdf
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Dated Material - Please deliver immediately.

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue 
of the Columns is Friday, June 12 at noon.

Please email articles to Jill Bruss at  
brussj@firstchurchtosa.org. 

Hard copy may be brought to the church office 
and left in the Columns mailbox.

Lectionary Readings
June 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15)
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 138
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mark 3:20-35

June 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Third Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 20
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mark 4:26-34

June 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Samuel 17 (1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 9:9-20
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark4:35-41

June 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 130
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark 5:21-43

Church Family
DEATH
Robert Raasch passed away May 3, 2015.
Bonnie Ornst passed away May 8, 2015.

BAPTISM
Luke Jacobus Drope, son of Victoria Teerlink and Jeffrey 
Drope, grandson of Rich & Ann Teerlink, was baptized on 
April 30, 2015.

DAYTIME SUMMER HOURS Began May 25th

Beginning Tuesday, May 26 the church
is open as follows for the summer months:

Monday - Thursday: 9 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday: Closed All Day

Evening activities and meetings will take place as scheduled.

mailto:callena%40firstchurchtosa.org?subject=Columns%20Article

