
In This Issue
Page 2

2015 FREE Concert Series

Discovery Hour

Page 3
Slate of 2015 Nominees/ 
Proposed Bylaw Change

Purls of Wisdom Knit Club

Men's Choir Sings February 15th

Page 4
Minutes of the 171st Annual Meeting

Meals for Members Workshop

Page 5
Church Life!

Young Families Bible Study

ASP Fundraisers a Success!

Page 6
FCC Social Club Outing

Chili Cook-off and Dessert Bake-off

FREE Gentle Yoga Classes

Collecting for the Paris Flea Market

Page 7
Calendar

Page 8
The Torah: A Workshop

Women's Ministry Study Group

Operating Statement Summary

Page 9
Just for Youth!

Our Children's Library

Page 10
Church Family

2015 Annual Meeting

Lectionary Readings

January 2015

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C O L U M N S
A newsletter of First Congregational Church – Wauwatosa

Gifts were made at the Christmas  
Workshop held on December 7th.

2014 Annual Report of the Senior Minister
It is hard to believe that we are celebrating our third Christmas together. 2014 had a few 
health challenges for me, but with the support of an amazing church staff, all continued to run 
smoothly. I am continually challenged by the same kinds of difficulties facing all churches in 
this country and yet, as I look at the incredible ministries of our church members I am filled 
with hope for the future. Each day is filled with a variety of opportunities for ministry, both sad 
and joyful. I feel privileged to be able to share in this part of your lives.

As a minister of this church, I am privileged to be a part of some very special moments in your 
lives. My heart overflows with joy as young couples exchange wedding vows and parents 
bring their children for Baptism. There are many times of sadness too, as we have said good-
bye to members who passed away during 2014. 

Much of my time and effort goes into our worship each week. It is my hope that our time 
together on Sunday mornings is both challenging and uplifting. Worship is the foundation of 
our life as a gathered fellowship. The music program continues to be a vital part of that wor-
ship experience. Our choirs — adult, bell, and children's — all bring the Christian message 
alive. This year, we bid farewell to our wonderful bell choir Director, Kim Williams. We thank 
her for her leadership over the last ten years and wish her the best in her future endeavors. The 
search continues for a new director. We are truly blessed by all of our musicians here at First 
Congregational, and they deserve our deepest gratitude for their commitment and the way they 
enhance our worship.  

The outreach programs of the Church have been able to do so much due to the generosity of 
our members. The Board of Stewardship, Benevolence & Church Relations seeks a balance 
between local and international projects. Our goal in this area of our church programming is 
to continue to support the outreach ministries both here in our community and the missions 
abroad who have grown to depend upon our support. The success of the ASP Mission Team 
and the ongoing meal ministry at St. Vincent's point to a desire to support missions through 
more than simply financial contributions. There is a desire by many to be a participant in these 
and other outreach ministries. 

The transition to a one-year Covenant Class program seems to have gone smoothly. We wel-
comed a double Covenant Class of seventeen young people as new members of our church 
in May. Our emphasis has been less on imparting information and more on providing a pro-
gram that facilitates students developing relationships with both God and fellow members. 
This year’s class of five is much smaller, and it is a pleasure getting to know these fine young 
people.

First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa is a wonderful fellowship with dedicated mem-
bers, but if we are to remain effective and relevant to new generations and the changing world 
around us, we must be open to new avenues and expressions of Christianity. Change is a dif-
ficult thing. Our attitudes toward entrenched traditions vs. new ways of expressing our faith are 
as varied as our membership. We must be open to the leading of God’s Spirit in all areas of our 
church life — music and worship, Christian Education, outreach, and more. I believe God will 
give us the strength and guidance to move forward in these times of change.

Finally, I need to tell you how thankful I am for all of our church staff and the work they do for 
our church. Their work is outstanding, and their friendship is a blessing. It is truly an honor to 
serve as your minister.

With Love and Hope for the future, 
Rev. Bill Trump, Senior Minister
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Like Us on 
Facebook

Sunday Symposium 
- in the Lounge
•Sunday, January 4, 9 AM
"Oral and Written Traditions 
about Jesus"
Video Presentation
The video is from The Great 
Courses series entitled "From 
Jesus to Constantine: A History of 
Early Christianity," which is nar-
rated by Prof. Bart Ehrman. 

•Sunday, January 11, 9 AM
"Visiting the Centuries Old Cather 
Society"
Ed Gibson
Biking in foreign countries has 
allowed Pat and Ed to explore 
medieval cultures. In their trip 
to the Catalonia area (now Spain 
and France) they visited a 10th 
- 13th century group of heretic 
Christians named the Cathars. 
Their existence came to a brutal 
end, and they were never heard 
from again.

•Sunday, January 18, 9 AM
Lectionary Discussion
Led by Pat Reddy
A discussion of the Lectionary 
will take place. 

•Sunday, January 25, 9 AM
TBD

Lectionary Discussion - 
in the Chapel
Sunday, January 11th & 25th
8:45 AM
NO Lectionary on January 4th

A discussion of the Lectionary 
will take place. Folks of all ages 
are invited to join in the discus-
sion.

Discovery Kids takes place in 
LL5 and childcare in the nurs-
ery is also available during the 
Discovery Hour time period. All 
ages are welcome!

—Tonia Wallner and the 
Bd/Christian Education

Discovery Hour2015 FREE Concert Series
The stage is set — the players are ready and prepared — 
another great season is ready to be unveiled. In what has 
become a First Church tradition, the 4 O'CLOCK CONCERT 
SERIES is ready to go. A varied lineup of performers has 
been engaged, and the season promises to be diverse and 
artistic.

After a number of years of attempting to put together a 
mutually agreeable date, I am 
pleased to announce that one of 
the Midwest’s premier chamber 
ensembles, the PROMETHEUS 
TRIO, will be performing on 
Sunday, March 15, 2015. The trio 
includes pianist Stefanie Jacob, 
cellist Scott Tisdel, and violinist 
Timothy Klabunde. The trio is the 

resident chamber ensemble of the Wisconsin Conservatory 
of Music where they have performed to high critical ac-
claim. They are indeed a virtuoso ensemble of rare ability 
and artistry.

March 29, 2015 will find the 
PRATA DUO in concert. Steve 
Wolff, pianist and organist, and 
Mike Keegan, French hornist, will 
be featured. The duo is well known 
on the East Side of Milwaukee, 
having appeared at St. John’s 
Cathedral, the Bay Concert Series, 
and a number of other venues. Their appearance here in 
Wauwatosa will help to introduce them to the West Side  
of Milwaukee.

In my opinion, the Bluegrass 
group, ABOVE THE TOWN, is the 
premier ensemble of its kind in 
our area. Above the Town will be 
here on April 26, 2015. This will 
mark the group’s second appear-
ance as part of our 4 O’clock 
series. The ensemble is a polished 
and artistic group that never fails 

to deliver an exciting performance. Last season, we exper-
imented with pianist Jack Forbes Wilson and baritone Kurt 
Ollman performing in our Social Hall. We plan on present-
ing the Bluegrass musicians the same way this season. 

I am certain that you will agree the season promises vari-
ety and excitement. 

Mark your calendars now to join us for this exciting musi-
cal series. 

—Lee Jacobi, Director of Music 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Wauwatosa/116008468420966
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Slate of Nominees for 2015 to Date
(All are two-year terms unless indicated otherwise.)

Moderator
 Charlie Wakefield
Vice Moderator
 Marty Vander Velde
Past Moderator
 Jane Boyd
Treasurer
 Cindy Payette - one year
Assistant Treasurer
 Jim Walsh - one year
Church Clerk
 Tom Schalmo - one year

Church Council At-Large
1.  Dick Berger
2.  Nancy Restyanszki - one year

Board of Congregational Care
1.  Heidi Boyd
2.  Judy Connor
3.  Jackie Hipke - one year
4.  Susan Jensen - one year
5.  Connie Little - one year

6.  Retta Meser
7.  Therese Ramseyer
8.  Carol Smith

Board of Deacons
1.  Randy Goelzer
2.  Peggy Griffith
3.  Craig Kalbas
4.  Carolyn Nowacki - one year
5.  Scott Rondeau - one year
6.  OPEN

Board of Christian Education
1.  Mary Dummert
2.  Emily Hayes - one year
3.  Pat Reddy

Fellowship 
1.  Elizabeth Carger
2.  Debbie Hayden

Board of Stewardship & 
Benevolences
1.  Melissa Coppage

2.  J. C. Moore
3.  Cathy Trump - one year
4.  OPEN

Trustees
1.  Laura Petrie Anderson
2.  Harry Collis - one year
3.  Marc Guscott - one year
4.  Marianne King
5.  Jeff Saeger - one year
6.  Nate Schloemer

Nominating Committee
1.  Anne Callen
2.  Lyle Dobberke
3.  Arlette Lindbergh

Year Round Delegate for NACCC
1.  Nancy Holz - one year

Proposed Bylaw change: Article II.B.1.f
"The Board of Congregational Care shall 
consist of 6 - 10 members."

Purls of Wisdom 
Knit Club

The Purls of Wisdom Knit Club has really 
gathered momentum. Women of all ages 
and levels of ability are gathering together 
the first Saturday of each month to work on 
prayer shawls and caps for newborn babies.

The next session is January 3rd, from 10 AM 
until Noon in the church Library.

If you would like to support the church’s 
prayer shawl ministry, but are not able to 
attend one of the first Saturday sessions, 
feel free to take a prayer shawl kit from 
the Atrium. Kits contain yarn and knitting 
instructions. Crochet instructions are also 
provided.

We are always open to other suggestions for 
knitting projects that would benefit church 
members or people in need.  

To discuss an idea or learn more about the 
First Church knitting club, please contact Pat 
Reddy at patreddy@deltaformsltd.com.

The yearly formation of the MEN'S CHOIR is a long-standing tradition here at 
First Church. It is an opportunity for 
the men of our church to participate in 
the musical life of our congregation in 
a formal fashion. Many of the men tell 
me that they enjoy singing, but they 
are unable to commit to the ambitious 
schedule of the Choir of First Church.  
 
Here then, is your opportunity to be 
part of our music ministry on a limited 
basis. Gentlemen, consider this an 

engraved invitation to join us in this year’s edition of the Men’s Choir of First 
Congregational Church. 
 
I am planning on the Men’s Choir singing for worship on Sunday, February 15 
at the 10 AM service. In order to prepare, please plan on attending four Sunday 
rehearsals from 9 - 9:30 AM on January 18th, January 25th, February 1st, and 
February 8th.  
 
I know it will be an enjoyable and interesting experience, not to mention a time 
for laughter, fellowship, and the making of new friends and acquaintances. See 
you on Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 9 AM!

                                                                        —Lee Jacobi, Director of Music 

mailto:patreddy@deltaformsltd.com
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Minutes of the 171st Annual Meeting - January 26, 2014
The church gathered in worship at 10:00 
AM. Following the service, Moderator 
Bladen Burns called the meeting to 
order at 10:42. Steve Hayes, serving as 
Parliamentarian, reported that a quorum 
was present. There were over 120 members 
present and approximately 12 Covenant 
Class students. Rev. Barry Szymanski 
offered the opening prayer.

The members joined in a unison reading 
of  the Covenant, led by Bladen Burns.  

Ministers Reports 
•Rev. Dr. Barry Szymanski expressed hope 
that he is fulfilling his job duties, which are 
continually changing. 
•Rev. Bill Trump provided a written report 
to the congregation.
  

Minutes of  170th Annual Meeting 
Bladen Burns 
•Bladen Burns made a motion to accept 
the minutes as written; Charlie Wakefield 
seconded the motion. A voice vote was 
taken and passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report 
Michael Simmons 
•At the end of  2013, we showed 
$2,018,894 in total assets. 
•Net assets were $1,887,214, up from the 
end of  2012. 
•Total income was $734,409, above budget 
and up 4.5% over 2012. Total expenses 
were below budget. 
•Year-end net income was $49,115, down 
from 2012, due in part to a full ministerial 
staff  on hand in 2013. 
•Fund balance at the end of  the year was 
at $1,887,214, up 5.1% from beginning to 
the end of  year. 
•Overall, the Church is in strong financial 
condition.
•Bladen Burns recognized Michael 
Simmons for his ten years of  service as 
Treasurer. 

Stewardship and Benevolence Reports
Tim Anheuser
•A total of  $70,093 in Benevolences was 
paid in 2013, up 11% from 2012 and equal 
to 11% of  our total operating expenses.
Special offerings were up about 20% from 
2012, due in large part to the One Great 
Hour of  Sharing in the fall for Philippine 
hurricane relief. 

•A total of  $566,200 in pledges was 
received in 2013, nearly identical to 2012.  
 

Congregational Home Report 
Tom Galfano
•The independent living apartments at the 
Congregational Home were remodeled in 
2013. It was a $5 million project. An Open 
House will be held later in the spring.
•Efforts will be made in 2014 to build a 
stronger connection between the Church 
and the Home.
•The Home is in strong financial condition 
despite strategic planning challenges. 
•Skilled care occupancy was at 70-75% 
for the year, which provides the most 
significant source of  revenue. Assisted 
living occupancy is at about 95%. 
•The number of  individuals coming into 
the Home is decreasing, due in part to an 
increase in other facilities targeting the 
market. 
•The Board will also look into providing 
increased van transportation so residents 
can attend Church services at First Church.

Budget and Finance Report
Jane Boyd
•The proposed 2014 budget is balanced 
and totals $709,792, which is comprised 
of  $645,265 in operating expenses and 
$64,527 in Benevolences and Special 
offerings. 
•The motion to pass the budget as 
presented was seconded and passed with a 
unanimous voice vote.

Recognition of  Retiring Officers, Board 
and Committee Members
Bladen Burns 
•The names of  all retiring officers, board 
and committee members were read and 
individuals were asked to stand and be 
recognized for their service.

Elections
Merrick Wells
•The names of  the nominees for 2014 
were read. The motion to accept the slate 
of  nominees as presented was seconded 
and passed with a unanimous voice vote.
  

NACCC Year Round Delegate Report – 
Nancy Holz
•An update on the mission and work of  
the NACCC was provided.
•Rev. Casey vanderBent is the Interim 

Executive Secretary of  the NACCC.
•The 2014 NACCC Annual Meeting will 
be held June 28th -July 1st in Omaha, 
Nebraska, and the congregation was 
encouraged to attend. 

Ad Hoc Committee Comments
Charlie Wakefield
•There are now three Ad Hoc Committees 
dedicated to facilities – Kitchen, Friendship 
Lounge, Nave/Chancel area. 
•Each committee will look at various issues 
or needed changes and offer suggestions. 
•The committees are always looking for 
new ideas and more input. 
  

Moderator’s Comments
Bladen Burns
•Bladen Burns expressed thanks to the 
congregation for their support of  him and 
the members’ time and service given on 
behalf  of  the Church. 
•Ralph Ehlert was recognized for his 46 
of  service as assistant organist, and Cindy 
Payette was recognized for her service to 
the church, most recently as Administrator 
for the past ten years.  
 

New Business
No new business was raised. 
  

Marilyn Auer moved to adjourn the 
meeting. Lee Jacobi led the Choral 
Benediction. The meeting adjourned at 
11:31 AM. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Tom Schalmo, Church Clerk

MEALS FOR MEMBERS WORKSHOP
"Soup's On" Freezer Meal Workshop

Join us to make all natural and healthy 
soup meals for church member families 
in need. Participants will receive the 
menu choices, along with details of 
three different cost options once your 
RSVP is received. This is a great fel-
lowship experience! Meet on January 
25th in the Social Hall from 2 - 3 PM.

Contact: Please RSVP to this event 
by contacting Carolyn Nowacki at 
nowacki@wi.rr.com BY January 8th to 
participate or for more details.

mailto:nowacki%40wi.rr.com?subject=Meals%20for%20Members%20Workshop
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Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2015 Appalachian 
Service Project Christmas Fundraiser a success! We sold 154 
bags of Peppermint Bark candy, 73 bags of coffee and tea, and 
18 tins of hot cocoa. 

Your support helps pro-
vide warmer, safer, and 
drier homes for those liv-
ing in severe poverty. 

The trip teaches the high 
school mission team valu-
able home repair skills and 
gives them an environ-
ment where they feel they 

can make a difference.

Planning begins soon for our 
6th Annual Italian Dinner & 
Auction, which will be held on 
Saturday, April 25. Make sure 
to save the date! 

All proceeds from the Christ-
mas fundraiser and the Italian 
Dinner & Auction will help 

support our mission work. We couldn't do it without YOU! 
Thank you for your support!!

—Carla Cummings

ASP Fundraisers a Success!

CHURCH LIFE! Young Families Bible Study
New 2015 Dates SelectedWhat do Alice’s Restaurant, Moe’s bar, the non-profit Pavers 

Without Limits, and the newly founded Third Congregational 
Church of Springfield all have 
in common? 

All began with the dream of 
the founder. Then, as people 
followed, the dream became a 
reality. Ambition resulted in a 
business/organization/newly 
planted church. 

If it stayed successful, why? 
If it began to fail, but revived 
itself, how did it come back to 
life? If it died, what brought 
about its death?  

Obviously there are differences between Alice’s, Moe’s, Paver’s 
(a non-profit charity), and the third Church, but there are 
more similarities than dissimilarities of why organizations and 
churches fail.  

Based on the organizational principles he has worked with as a 
business consultant and lawyer, administration courses taken in 
seminary, further readings in church operation and growth, and 
the work of George W. Bullard, Jr., Pastor Barry Szymanski will 
offer a presentation on these topics followed by a discussion on 
Sunday, February 1, 2015, at 11:30 AM. 

The entire presentation and discussion is scheduled for 55 min-
utes and will take place in Friendship Lounge.

There is no need to sign up in advance. Just come.

Are you interested in participating in a Bible Study geared 
toward the young family? Then First Church Tosa’s Young 
Families Bible Study (YFBS) is for you! This study group was 
formed in the fall of 2014 to meet the spiritual needs of families 
with children younger than teens.

Young Families Bible Study (YFBS) is a facilitated Bible Study 
requiring no advance preparation. The group has now scheduled 
meeting times into 2015, which will be held from 11:15 AM - 
Noon in the Parlor.

Our upcoming gatherings are scheduled for:

Sunday, Jan. 11, 2015 

Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015 

Sunday, March 1, 2015 

Sunday, April 19, 2015 

All discussions will be accessible to children. Parents may 
choose to keep their children with them during the Bible Study. 
Childcare will also be provided, and may be used as needed. 

If you would like more information, or want to join us, please 
contact seminarian Joel Boyd for more details
(phone: 414-731-8196; email: joelkennethboyd@gmail.com).

mailto:joelkennethboyd@gmail.com
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FCC Social Club - New Year Social Annual Chili 
Cook-off and 

Dessert Bake-off
Celebrate the New Year with us at the home of Jenny & Kevin Breitzmann on Saturday, 
January 24 at 7 PM. We will have appetizers, drinks, and games. 

If you would like to bring something to eat or drink, 
let this be your chance to try something new. Bring 
an appetizer you’ve never made before but always 
wanted to try or that new beverage you’ve never 
tasted before. 

Contact Carolyn Nowacki at nowacki@wi.rr.
com or Jenny Breitzmann at jbreitzmann@wi.rr.com if you would like to join us! New 
Members are welcome!

Watch for the 
PARIS FLEA MARKET 

collection bins in the Atrium. We will 
be collecting items such as artwork, 
jewelry, home decor, purses, pottery, 
antiques, and linens for the May 16th 
flea market. 

All proceeds from the flea market will 
be donated to local charities.

FREE Gentle Yoga Classes
Thursdays, January 8th - 29th 

from 8:45 – 9:45 AM in 
Friendship Lounge

Come bring in the New Year with gentle yoga classes! Yoga is a powerful tool that uses 
postures, movements, breathing exercises, and meditation to help reduce stress and 
improve flexibility, balance, strength, and spiritual well-being. Our classes here will 
also incorporate prayer and meditation on scripture.

These classes will be suitable for anyone looking for a gentle class, but special care will 
be taken to assist beginners and those with limited mobility. Chairs will be available for 
those who are not comfortable sitting on the floor or who would like extra support dur-
ing standing postures.

I have been teaching yoga at the Wisconsin Athletic Club for over five years, and by 
offering these FREE classes I am fulfilling the final requirement for certification as 

a 200-hour Registered Yoga Teacher through 
Integrative Yoga Therapy. I am happy to have the 
opportunity to offer the classes to church members 
and friends!

Please wear comfortable clothing that doesn’t 
restrict movement, and bring either a yoga mat or 
a large towel. A pillow and a scarf/tie may also be 
helpful. If you have any health concerns, please 
let me know ahead of time so that we can plan 
appropriate modifications.

Thank you. I look forward to seeing you!

To register, please contact Monica Stevens at monicastevens02@sbcglobal.net or at 
414-607-1729. 

—Monica Stevens

The Board of Fellowship hopes everyone 
enjoyed the festivities and events of last 
month. The Church staff and various 
boards sponsored many of these events. It 
takes more than those on a Church board 
to make things “GO” at First Church. Do 
you have an idea for an event? Would 
you like to help with Coffee Fellowship? 
Would you enjoy fellowship with other 
cooks while preparing food in the 
kitchen? Are you looking to be involved 
with the children or youth of the Church? 
If you are not on a board, but would like 
to be involved, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the Church office and offer your 
interests, gifts, and talents — 414-258-
7375.

On January 18th, following the 10 AM 
service, the Fellowship Board will be 
hosting our Annual Chili Cook-off/
Dessert Bake-off. Join us in the Social 
Hall and enter your prize-winning chili 
or dessert! Both will be judged by the 
attendees and fabulous prizes awarded 
to the winners (well, maybe not “fabu-
lous prizes,” but prizes!) There is NO 
CHARGE if you bring an entry to be 
judged. The cost for others is $5/adults 
and $3/children 12 and under. We’ll 
also have hot dogs for children (and hot 
dog loving adults). Please sign up at the 
Gathering Table in the Atrium.
 
For anyone who would like to help with 
decorations, advertising, prizes, plan-
ning, etc. please contact Cheryl Lund 
at cmk.lund@gmail.com or Jennifer 
Wakefield at jwakefield2@wi.rr.com.

mailto:nowacki@wi.rr.com
mailto:nowacki@wi.rr.com
mailto:jbreitzmann@wi.rr.com
mailto:monicastevens02@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cmk.lund@gmail.com
mailto:jwakefield2@wi.rr.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!

2
8:15 AM Cook for 
the St. Vincent Meal 
Program
9 AM Harmony 
Singers
4:15 PM Leave to 
Serve at St. Vincent's

3
10 AM Purls of Wis-
dom Knitting Club
 

4
8 AM Worship in the Chapel
9 AM Sunday Symposium, 
Discovery Kids
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Children in Church/
PF/Sunday School for ages 
3 - 5th grade/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM Covenant Class

5
12:30 PM Heritage 
Garden Club
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA

6
4:15 PM MSO Cho-
rus Auditions
6 PM Ulster Project 
Bd
7 PM Boy Scouts, 
Eagle Boy Scout Bd, 
Quilters Anony-
mous
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand

7
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home 
- Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
7 PM Personnel

8
8:45 AM YOGA
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
5 PM Budget & 
Finance
6:45 PM Bible Study 
Fellowship
7 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

9
9 AM Harmony Sing-
ers Christmas Party
10 AM @Cong. 
Home - Hug-a-Tot
7 PM @North Shore - 
WCA First Fridays 

10

11
8 AM Worship in the Chapel
8:45 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
9 AM Sunday Symposium, 
Junior Choir reh., Discovery 
Kids 
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Children in Church/
PF/Sunday School for ages 
3 - 5th gde/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM Young Families 
Bible Study (YFBS)

12
12 PM 20th Century 
Club
5:30 PM Faith Find-
ers (Dinner at 5 pm)
6:30 PM Bd/Dea-
cons, Bd/Trustees
7 PM Bd/Christian 
Education, Al-Anon
8 PM AA

13
12 PM Circle 7
7 PM Boy Scouts 
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand

14
6:30 AM Men's 
Ministry
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
9 AM Cream City 
Rug Club
10 AM @Cong. Home 
- Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

15
8:45 AM YOGA
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks 
6:45 PM Bible Study 
Fellowship
7 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

16 
9 AM Harmony 
Singers

17

18
8 AM Worship in the Chapel
9 AM Sunday Symposium, 
Junior Choir reh. Discovery 
Kids, Men's Choir reh.
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Children in Church/
PF/Sunday School for ages 
3 - 5th gde/Nursery
11 AM Chili Cook-off & 
Dessert Bake-off
11:15 AM Covenant Class

19
10:15 AM @Cong. 
Home - Music w/
Marj
5:30 PM Bd/Congre-
gational Care
6:30 PM Bd/Fellow-
ship
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA

20
6 PM Communica-
tions Committee
7 PM Church 
Council, Boy 
Scouts, Historic 
Heights Book Club, 
Tosa Quilters
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand

21
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home 
- Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

22
8:45 AM YOGA
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks 
6:45 PM Bible Study 
Fellowship
7 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

23
9 AM Harmony 
Singers
6 PM Fab Flicks at 
First

24
9 AM The Torah: A 
Workshop, Double 
Violin Bach Competi-
tion
7 PM @Breitzmann's 
- FCC Social Club

25
8 AM Worship in the Chapel
8:45 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
9 AM Sunday Symposium, 
Junior Choir reh., Discovery 
Kids, Men's Choir reh. 
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Junior Choir sings/
Children in Church/PF/Sun-
day School for ages 3 - 5th 
gde/Nursery
10:30 AM "Read and Feed," 
Annual Meeting
11:15 AM Coffee Fellowship
2 PM Meals for Members 
Workshop

26
8:45 AM Suburban 
Women's Club of 
Tosa Bd
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA 

27
2 PM @Cong. 
Home - Alzheimer's 
Support Group
7 PM Boy Scouts
8 PM AA-United 
We Stand

28
6:30 AM Men's 
Ministry
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home 
- Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

29
8:45 AM YOGA
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks 
6:45 PM Bible Study 
Fellowship
7 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

30
9 AM Harmony 
Singers

31
8 AM Civic Music 
Assn.
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On January 24, 2015, from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM, First Congregational Church will host a workshop on the Torah and some of its 
key sections. This workshop will be held in the casual comfort of the First Church Parlor. 
 
The aim of this workshop is to relate the Torah to one’s personal spirituality through informal discussion. Our goal is to offer a mean-
ingful experience for all who attend, whether or not one actively participates in the discussion.
 
Scripture tells us in Luke 2:46 that when Jesus was 12 years old he was sitting with the teachers in the temple listening to them and 
asking them questions. It is agreed that the Torah was primary among the topics discussed. The Torah is central to Judaism, and a 
significant key to the formation of Jesus’ earliest years.  
 
The Torah, or first five books of the Bible, not only presents 613 commandments and the Ten Commandments referred to collectively 
as “the law,” but these five momentous books are also the source for the Exodus, God’s Covenant with Abraham, Abraham’s 
conversations with God, and Moses’ interactions with God. 
 
Christians base their understanding of Christ’s ministry on the Gospel. Yet, many of Christ’s most fundamental teachings are quotes 
from the Torah, including Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. In fact, Christ quotes Deuteronomy more often 
than any other Scripture. In Matthew 5:17, Jesus says he comes to fulfill the law of the Torah’s prophets, not to abolish it.  
 
“Certainly, in this relatively short time, we can only wrestle with some of the Torah, but we expect to have some excitement and joy 
within the time we have,” says Reverend Barry W. Szymanski, workshop facilitator.
 
Register for the workshop by contacting the First Congregational Church office at 414-258-7375 or by signing up at the Gathering 
Table in the Atrium. A $10.00 optional contribution covers the cost of lunch. Details are available at www.firstchurchtosa.org.
 
The clarity of each workshop topic is dependent on the information in the preceding segment. Therefore, it is requested that partici-
pants arrive no later than 9:00 AM. The workshop will conclude promptly at 2:00 PM, however if you need to leave earlier than 2:00, 
please feel free to do so.
 
If you have advance questions or matters of particular interest you'd like to discuss, you may contact the facilitator, Rev. Dr. Barry W. 
Szymanski, J.D. at either szymanskib@firstchurchtosa.org or at barrywszymanski@sbcglobal.net. 
 

—Marianne King

The Torah: A Workshop
(OR What is the Torah? OR Why Should Christians Care?)

Operating Statement Summary 
Year-to-date as of November 2014 

Detailed financials are available at the office.

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received  78.0% 81.3%
Pledge Income $444,082 $461,707
Total Income  $558,379 $596,888
Total Expense  $581,520 $590,335

Net Income ($23,141) $    6,553

Average Worship Attendance: 8 AM: 12 — Worship;  

10 AM: 170 — Worship, 56 — Teachers, Children and Youth 

 
The WOMEN'S MINISTRY study group will begin a course on 
the Life of David on Wednesday, January 14. 

"Anointed, Transformed & Redeemed" is a 12-week study that 
will alternate with a week of video and a week of small group 
discussion. Discussion topics will be generated 
by the accompanying workbook. 

This women’s Bible Study was developed by 
Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer, and Kay Arthur. 
The messages are presented in six videos, two 
from each author, as well as six segments from 
the workbook, which will be discussed as a 
group. Each segment focuses on the life of 
David at a different stage of his life. 

For more information or to order a workbook, please contact 
Pat Reddy at patreddy@deltaformsltd.com.

http://judaism.about.com/cs/judaismbasics/f/tencommands.htm
http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/
mailto:szymanskib@firstchurchtosa.org
mailto:barrywszymanski@sbcglobal.net
mailto:patreddy@deltaformsltd.com
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Sunday School
•Sunday, January 4, 11, 18 & 25
Sunday School, for ages 3 — 5th grade, will be held at 10 AM.  
Children will begin in church with their families. They will be 
dismissed to Sunday School during the worship service. 

Discovery Kids
•Sunday, January 4, 11, 18, & 25
Discovery Kids meets most Sundays 
from 9 - 9:45 AM in Room LL5 

Kids enjoy this special time of addi-
tional activities, led by Sarah DeY-
oung, before their traditional Sunday School at 
10 AM. Those who rehearse with the Junior Choir, which 
meets on the 11th, 18th & 25th, will join them after practice. 
Older youth are invited to help lead.

Junior Choir
•Sunday, January 11, 18, & 25 (Sing at the 10 AM worship ser-
vice on January 25th)
Junior Choir meets most Sundays from 9 - 9:30 AM in Room 
LL4E 

Children in grades 2 - 8 are invited to sing in the choir, which 
is led by Roxanne Trump-Miles.

Faith Finders
•Monday, January 12

This is a fellowship group that is designed for students in first 
grade through fifth grade, which meets on the second Monday 
of the month for fellowship, singing, games, and program 
time. They begin with an optional dinner at 5 PM, followed 
by programming from 5:30 - 6:30 PM. The cost of the dinner 
is $3 per person. Our January menu features hot dogs, mac & 
cheese, and fruit. 

Covenant Class
•Sunday, January 4 & 18

Covenant Class members should also plan on attending the 
Annual Meeting to be held on January 25th following a short-
ened 10 AM worship service.

PF Schedule for January
•Sunday, January 4, 11, 18 & 25
Junior & Senior PF meet from 10:15 - 11:00 AM 

WCA First Fridays (2nd Friday)
•Friday, January 9, 7 - 10 PM @North Shore in Fox Point

This statewide fellowship program is for youth in grades 6 
- 12 and is held the first Friday of each month at a different 
WCA church. This month, it will be held at North Shore Con-
gregational! The evening includes dinner, songs, worship, and 
small group discussions. Information is available through

Our Children's Library

Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/WCAFirstFridays 
and on Twitter and Instagram @FirstFridaysWCA. Contact 
Tonia if you plan on attending, toniawallner@yahoo.com. 

Fab Flicks at First 
•Friday, January 23, 6 PM in Youth Room 302

Our Fab Flicks at First feature in January is, "SCHOOL OF 
ROCK." The world's least-employable heavy 
metal guitarist is entrusted with the minds of 
upstate New York's best and brightest in this 
fish-out-of-water comedy. Jack Black plays 
Dewey Finn, who is determined to win a 
battle-of-the-bands competition. There's only 
one thing standing in their way: the self-
indulgent solos and crowd-diving antics of their "embarrass-
ing" lead guitarist. When his band votes him out in favor of a 
would-be rock god, Dewey has to make the rent somehow, and 
after intercepting a call for his substitute-teacher roomie Ned 
(Mike White), the pot-bellied slacker finds himself in front 
of a class of elite elementary school students. At a loss for a 
lesson plan, Dewey preaches to them the gospel of The Who, 
Led Zeppelin, and AC/DC -- with the ulterior motive of getting 
them to compete against his former band for a cash prize. The 
cost is $3 per person. Sign up at the Gathering Table or contact 
Tonia at toniawallner@yahoo.com. Friends are welcome!

BOOK REVIEW
"Silent Night" by Juliet Groom and Tim Warnes

"It was about being joyful. There were two bears; one was a 
baby and one was an adult. They were doing lots of things 
like catching fish, looking at the moon, sleeping and cuddling, 
hiking, tickling chipmunks, and looking at the outdoors and 
the stars. There was a Christmas song in part of the words in 
the book called, "Silent Night." The book shows the star over 
Bethlehem and says baby Jesus brings hope to the whole wide 
world.
Rating: ***** — I would recommend this book to others 
because I like the pictures and the paintings. I also like that it's a 
Christmas book. And that's it!"

—Emily Nicholson

Our Spotlight Book for January is "Pippi Longstocking" by 
Astrid Lindgren. Tommy and his sister Annika have a new 
neighbor, and her name is Pippi 
Longstocking. She has crazy red pigtails, 
no parents to tell her what to do, a horse 
that lives on her porch, and a pet monkey 
named Mr. Nilsson. Whether Pippi’s 
scrubbing her floors, doing arithmetic, 
or stirring things up at a fancy tea party, 
her flair for the outrageous always seems 
to lead to another adventure. One of our 
FCC children will share his or her report 
of this delightful story in the February 
Columns!

http://www.facebook.com/groups/WCAFirstFridays
mailto:toniawallner%40yahoo.com?subject=WCA%20First%20Fridays%20-%20September
mailto:toniawallner%40yahoo.com?subject=Fab%20Flicks%20at%20First
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Dated Material - Please deliver immediately.

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue 
of the Columns is Friday, January 9 at noon.

Please email articles to Anne Callen at  
callena@firstchurchtosa.org. 

Hard copy may be brought to the church office 
and left in the Columns mailbox.

Lectionary Readings
January 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Epiphany
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ephesians 3:1-12
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Matthew 2:1-12

January 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baptism of the Lord
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Genesis 1:1-5
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Acts 19:1-7
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark 1:4-11

January 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Sunday After Epiphany
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 Samuel 1:1-10 (11-20)
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .John 1:43-51

January 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Third Sunday After Epiphany
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 62:5-12
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark 1:14-20

Church Family
DEATHS
Lorraine Goletz passed away November 21, 2014.

BAPTISM
Tanner Wakefield was baptized on November 23, 2014. 
Tanner is the son of Cade & Jenna Wakefield, the grandson 
of Charlie & DdG Wakefield, and the great grandson of Beej 
Wakefield.

ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2015

8 AM - Worship in the Chapel
10 AM - Worship in the Nave

Annual Meeting immediately following  
Approve the 2015 budget and vote on 

the slate of candidates

mailto:callena%40firstchurchtosa.org?subject=Columns%20Article

