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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C O L U M N S
A newsletter of First Congregational Church – Wauwatosa

The 3, 4, & 5 year old class recited The Lord's 
Prayer on Children and Youth Sunday. 

Ad Hoc Committee Update
First Church’s Ad Hoc Committees have been busy looking at updates on our facility . 
Each committee has been tasked with looking at their respective areas and determining 
reasonable updates that are needed for general maintenance, flexibility, and aesthetics . 

The Friendship Lounge Committee is undertaking the needs of updating some of the 
minor mechanical issues of this area of the building as well as updating some of the 
furnishings . Mary York and her team are looking at options to add new paint, window 
treatments, and flooring, while working in conjunction with our Administrator to do the 
needed mechanical repairs in this room . 

In the Kitchen, Jennifer Wakefield and Barb Dunham have outlined some updates and 
repairs due to our dated equipment . Areas they are focusing on include repairs to the 
appliances and new floor covering . 

The Nave Committee, headed by Bill Edens, is looking into some construction updates to 
the front of the Nave in an effort to make the space more useful and flexible to accommo-
date all aspects of the Church such as worship, music, children’s productions, etc . They 
are also exploring the needed ongoing maintenance items in the Nave .

Watch for the proposed updates to be shown on the Atrium monitors in the coming 
months .

—Scott Masloroff, Ad Hoc Committee Coordinator

All FCC members and families are invited 
to summer camp at Lutherdale in Elkhorn . 
The FCC All-Church Camp offers an op-
portunity for food, fun, and fellowship for 
members of all ages . All-Church 
Camp will take place from 5 PM 
on Friday, August 1 through noon 
on Sunday, August 3 .

We have two lodging options 
available, as we wanted this expe-
rience to be affordable to anyone 
who wants to attend . Yurts cost $20 per 
person for two nights . If you want to pitch 
your own tent, the total cost will be $40 . 
Families will be mixed into the yurts, with 
a specific number of bunks in each. 

There will be shared costs for the food, 
as well as paying for the lifeguard . We 
also have a climbing wall and zip line 
available for $15 per person for two hours 

of fun . We are offering a "day camp" 
option on Saturday for those families and 
members who would like to join in the 
fun without having to spend the night . The 

more the merrier! 

Some of our other activities in-
clude: swimming, Crazy Olym-
pics, Slip n' Slide, campfires, and 
more . Food, fun, and fellowship 
are the name of the game! 

You will find registration forms on the 
Welcome Cart in the Atrium or on our 
website, http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/
uploads/files/documents/All-Church_
Camp_Form_2014.pdf . Please RSVP to 
Tonia no later than Sunday, July 20, 
along with a $50 deposit . Tonia's email 
address is toniawallner@yahoo .com . We 
look forward to celebrating the summer 
with YOU!

All-Church Camp: August 1st - 3rd

http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/All-Church_Camp_Form_2014.pdf
http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/All-Church_Camp_Form_2014.pdf
http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/All-Church_Camp_Form_2014.pdf
mailto:toniawallner%40yahoo.com?subject=All-Church%20Camp
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Like Us on Facebook

Lectionary Discussion 
- 8:00 AM in the 
Chapel on Sunday, July 
20 & 27- Folks of all ages are 
invited to join in the discussion .

NO Lectionary 
Discussion on July 6th 
& 13th. 

—Tonia Wallner and
Board of Christian Education

Discovery HourConfirmation Class of 2014
Confirmation Sunday was held on May 18th this year. It 
was a wonderful celebration honoring this year's Covenant 
I & II classes . During the year, Pastor Bill worked with 
this fine group, sharing the history of both Congregational-
ism and First Church . We also spent time working on each 
individual confirmand's faith statement in the weeks leading 
up to Confirmation Sunday. In order to get to know these 
young people better, here are some excerpts about each of 
our new confirmands written by their parents and mentors:

GRACE ANDERSON, daughter of Dave and Laura Petrie 
Anderson
Grace was born on her Grandpa Harlan Horch’s 86th birth-
day — an amazing gift to the whole family! From her ear-
liest days, Grace has been funny, musical, kind to others, 
and wise beyond her years . We have observed Grace’s faith 
journey to be thoughtful, steadfast, and strong as she moves 
toward becoming the fourth generation of our family to join 
FCC . 

From Roxanne Trump-Miles, Mentor: Grace is quietly 
observant and thoughtful . She is a good musician and 
through her music, is growing into a fine young woman . 
Her spirit is one of cooperation and being a part of a team, 
as she is a member of both her school and club swimming 
teams . I know she will continue to grow in her faith, and it 
has been my pleasure to get to know her better this year .  

KRISTIN BLAEDOW, daughter of Ken and Sue Blaedow
Our family has had a long history at First Church . Kristin 
completes the fourth generation from our family to be mem-
bers of this church . She juggled some major schedules to 
complete confirmation, and we are so proud of her for this 
accomplishment . On Confirmation Sunday, Kristin was in 
Indianapolis with her synchronized swim team . Both her 
duet and team routines qualified for the Regional Meet, and 
her team routine qualified for Nationals in California . In the 
US Navy Sea Cadet Corps, she earned her Petty Officer 3rd 
class and will be staffing an Advanced Law Enforcement 
training this summer . 

From Emily Hayes, Mentor — When Kristin and I met, I 
could tell right away that this young woman is filled with 
kindness . Her eyes sparkle when she talks about Sea Cadets . 
I look forward to seeing her around First Church as she con-
tinues her faith journey here .

ADRIAN COPPAGE, son of Rich and Melissa Coppage
Adrian is a very caring, sensitive young man who does 
not show his emotions often . One of his teachers even 
nicknamed him “Mr . Covert Ops .” Adrian is loving and is 
always there to try to make you laugh and help in any way 
he can . He has become more outgoing and generous with 
his time, and his growth in his faith has been instrumental in 
this transformation .

continued on page three

Children's Library Will 
Have Summer Hours!

Now that the Children's 
Library has had a makeover 
and wonderful new books 
have been donated, we are 
pleased to announce that 
the Children's Library at 
First Church will be "open 
for business" throughout the 
summer months. Books, CD's, 

and DVD's 
can all be 
checked out 
and enjoyed 
during 
church of-
fice hours, 
which are 

Monday through Thursday 
from 9 AM - 4:30 PM and of 
course, on Sunday morning. 

We have added some bean bag 
chairs and a comfortable space 
to read and explore. Simply 
ring the doorbell and come 
out of the heat to enjoy what 
our library has to offer. There 
is also a summer reading chal-
lenge that your kids can take 
part in! Please contact me if 
you have any questions.

—Tonia Wallner
Director of Christian Education

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church-of-Wauwatosa/116008468420966
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Off the Top of My Head

About the time you 
get your copy of the 

Columns I will be heading 
home from spending four 
days with Congregationalists 
from all over our country 
and with our missionar-
ies from around the world . 
The National Association 
of Congregational Christian 
Churches is, by comparison 
to other protestant churches, 
tiny . We are an extremely 
diverse group, theologically 
and socially, ranging from the 
conservative to the liberal and 

everything in between these 
two extremes . I have attended 
more than thirty of these meet-
ings since my high school 
days when I attended the 
National Association of Pilgrim 
Fellowship .

This year, I will begin my 
final year as a member of 
the Association’s Executive 
Committee . We are on the 
verge of some significant 
changes in structure and the 
ways we operate . I have been 
impressed with others in lead-
ership roles and the wonderful 
way they seek God’s guid-
ance and wisdom as we try to 
embrace a changing world .  In 
our prayers, both individually 
and as a group, we have sought 
God’s voice .  

My faith journey in the area of 
prayer has wandered, gotten 
lost numerous times, found a 
comfortable place, and contin-
ues to be important in my life . 
One of the areas I still struggle 
with is the area of Intercessory 

Prayer - "praying for others ." I 
keep asking myself (and God) 
"what really happens when I 
pray for other people?" I imag-
ine a scenario like this one writ-
ten by Robert H . McPherson in 
his book Intercessory Prayer: A 
Working Partnership With God . 
God is on the throne in heaven, 
a heavenly scribe at his side, 
with my case in hand .

God: Whose case do you 
have now?
Scribe: Bob’s .  He’s in the 
hospital .
God: How are things stack-
ing up for him?
Scribe: Well, we’ve got 35 
names on the record asking that 
he get well, not counting his 
own .
God: We need 40 before 
I change my mind. I know 
HE wants to get well. That’s 
expected.
Scribe: Hold it – we have six 
more prayers coming in… for 
recovery!
God: Any against? No? 
Let him off this time. Lower 

his temperature and take away 
some of the headache. We’ll 
wait for a few more prayers to 
come in before deciding to send 
him home.

This seems to make God into 
some kind of heavenly accoun-
tant or errand boy and that 
does not fit with the rest of my 
theology . At the same time, I 
am thoroughly convinced that 
there is an immense power that 
lies in Intercessory Prayer . I am 
convinced because I have expe-
rienced it first hand as not only 
the pray(er) but as one who has 
felt the prayers of others sur-
rounding me during the tough-
est times of my life . 

We might learn a lesson from 
our fellow Congregationalists 
and pray for our church as we 
seek to share the love of Christ 
in a changing world .

Bill

Rev. Bill Trump  
Senior Minister

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS continued from page two

From Nick Sgarlata, Mentor: I was honored to be Adrian’s mentor! 
Adrian is a thoughtful young man who is continuously strengthen-
ing his faith . I have no doubt Adrian will do great things in his life 
as he follows in Jesus' footsteps!

BRIAN DENNY, son of Steve and Cathy Denny
History Channel, Myth Busters, Cooking Challenges, Brewer 
games — if you are what you watch, then Brian is a curious prob-
lem solver, future engineer, food fan, and baseball player .  Sunday 
School, Faith Finders, PF, Covenant Class, VBS, Junior Choir, 
Christmas Play — if you live by example, then Brian is a sincere, 
generous helper, a finder of faith and an active member of FCC .

From Tonia Wallner, Mentor: Brian is an amazing young man with 
a wide variety of talents and interests . He loves music, can play a 
handful of instruments, plays baseball, and is a proud Boy Scout . 
I appreciated connecting with Brian outside of his regular church 
activities and hearing his honest thoughts about his faith . 

MICHAEL ELWING, son of Mike and Holly Elwing
Michael was that little boy who loved trucks, playing with Dad’s 
tools, and teaching his little brother how to crawl out of the crib . 
Since then, Michael has grown into a TALL young man who has set 
lofty goals for himself . We are very proud of Michael’s accomplish-

ments and his work to become a member of this Church . 

From Richard Raymond, Mentor: Michael is quiet and smiles a lot . 
Last year, he was on my ASP team and we connected through solv-
ing construction problems with the team . Michael proved to be a 
good leader and mentor with his peers . Now, we have real conversa-
tions about God, Church, people, school, his future life direction, 
and of course, curling . 

STEPHANIE GALFANO, daughter of Tom and Paige Galfano
Stephanie is the kind of person you just enjoy being around .  She’s 
always smiling and laughing, and to spend time with her brings out 
the best in all of us . She works hard not only in her academics, but 
also in the activity she loves the most — dance . We are so proud and 
blessed to be her family .

From Sarah Hoffman, Mentor: It has been fun to get to know 
Stephanie . She is a bright, friendly young woman who has really 
thought about her faith and beliefs this year . At our coffee dates, we 
found a lot of similarities between us in terms of our faith . I’m very 
proud of what she has done this year in Covenant Class, and I’m so 
happy that she’ll be an official member!

MEGAN HAHN, daughter of Curt and Chris Hahn
Megan is a very caring and giving person . From the mission trip 
with this church, to all of the volunteering she does with her 

continued on page four
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CONFIRMATION CLASS continued from page three

dance team, it is very important to her to give back a piece of 
what God has given to her . We are very proud of the young 
woman Megan has become .

From Lisa Mauer, Mentor: Megan, it has been a joy to share our 
faith journey through our ASP mission work and the confirma-
tion process . From hanging drywall and devouring peanut butter 
& jelly sandwiches on the worksite, to discussions over iced 
chai’s and latte’s on confirmation, Congregationalism, and the 
lifelong journey that is faith - I am grateful for the time with you . 
You are a talented young woman full of grace and compassion . 

BENJAMIN HUDSON, son of Hugh and Carol Hudson
Benjamin has an amazing understanding that God and Jesus are 
there for us always, especially during times of struggle, simply 
through prayer . Ben tries to live a good Christian life in his daily 
life, through his participation in community service, and in an 
amazing willingness at age 15 to share not only his time and tal-
ents, but also his hard-earned cash, with our church .   

From Barbara Wells, Mentor: Ben is a young man of admired 
integrity, wise beyond his years . He is thoughtful and loyal to his 
faith, himself, his family, friends, and community . Ben appreci-
ates the beauty in his life with reverence and meets his chal-
lenges with strong resolve . I am confident that Ben will continue 
to excel in his endeavors and remain committed to sharing his 
gifts with his Church along his way .

SARAH JENSEN, daughter of Jim and Susan Jensen
I am so proud of Sarah and know she will go far in life! She is 
one of the most kind and compassionate people I know, and has 
shown this from a very young age! Keep up the wonderful jour-
ney that you have started, Sarah! I love you!

From Tonia Wallner, Mentor: Sarah is a young lady with an 
amazing energy that positively affects others . She can connect 
with a wide range of peers, as well as people of all ages, and 
prides herself in being accepting of others . Sarah was a joy to 
mentor, as she is both genuine and fun .  

RUSSELL MASON, son of Scott Mason and Sarah DeYoung
Russell, one of our earliest memories is when you were two, you 
would pull us back to the Nave after coffee hour to see the big 
key, which was the cross at the front of church . You were right, 
even so young, that the cross IS the key . Our prayer is that you’ll 
continue to look expectantly, like a child, for the signs of Christ 
in your world and you’ll try to follow His example in spite of 
your questions about who He is . We’re proud of the faith steps 
you’ve taken through Covenant Class .

From Andy Hayes, Mentor: Russell is a refreshingly hon-
est, friendly, and decent human being . While seemingly quiet, 
Russell has plenty to say and good questions to ask . He is a clear 
thinker who expresses his thoughts concisely, yet thoughtfully, 
at the same time . Russell has approached his faith journey in a 
genuine and honest way, which is something that should serve 
him well going forward . 

MONICA MEYER, daughter of Mike and Carrie Meyer
Monica is a kind, loving, and patient young lady who enjoys 

helping others . She is active in softball, horseback riding, and 
volleyball . Monica continues to appreciate and understand God’s 
love and guidance in her life .

From Pat Reddy, Mentor: Monica is a young woman of few 
words, yet I discovered in the last few months that Monica 
dreams big, knows exactly who she is and where she is going, 
and has a true servant’s heart . Grounded in faith, she is currently 
Queen of her chapter of Job’s Daughters and is a treasure to this 
church and community .

ZACHARY MILLER, son of Greg and Tammy Miller
Zach has grown into his faith over the past two years, so it’s been 
wonderful to see him ask questions and come to his own real-
ization of what God means to him . He’s a very insightful, kind, 
compassionate, smart, ambitious, athletic, funny, and loving 
young man who really does try to live by “The Golden Rule .” 

From Jane Boyd, Mentor: Over the last two years, Zach and I 
have gotten to know each other fairly well . He contributes his 
time and talents to our Church, is a wonderful, conscientious, 
loving, giving, intelligent young man, and I am proud to have 
been his mentor . He will continue to be an active member of our 
Church! 

AMELIA MOORE, daughter of J.C. and Ardith Moore
Amelia is a joyous, bright, hard-working, caring, and compas-
sionate young lady with a sensitive, kind-hearted nature . Service 
to others on the mission trip was a highlight along Amelia’s 
faith journey thus far . With many future plans for serving others, 
Amelia looks forward with excitement at growing and maturing 
in her faith . What a true blessing to be able to call her our 
daughter .

From Carrie Sgarlata, Mentor: Having the privilege of serving 
as Amelia's mentor was a true gift . Through our numerous con-
versations, Amelia demonstrated time and time again her strong 
devotion to God and this church . I have no doubt that she will be 
a faithful servant of the Lord and the light her soul reveals will 
be shared with all those she meets .

BENJAMIN PETERSON, son of Troy and Robin Peterson
We couldn’t be more proud of Ben . At Brookfield Central, he’s 
a great student, three-sport athlete, and a member of the Class 
Council . But those things tell you what he does . More impor-
tantly, his relationships tell you more about who he is: a great 
son, brother, grandson, nephew, and friend . And today, he con-
firms that the most important relationship in his life is the one he 
has with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and we think that’s 
awesome .

From Tim Anheuser, Mentor: It has been a privilege to mentor 
Ben the last few months . He is a very thoughtful young man and 
is embarking on his faith journey with honesty and integrity . His 
honest questions and thoughtful approach will lead to a life of 
continuous faith development . Congratulations and God bless 
you and your family, Ben .

MADISON SAWYER, daughter of Doug and Beth Sawyer
Maddie is a very positive and confident young lady with a keen 
sense of adventure . She has an honest heart and is caring, loyal,

continued on page six
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
9:30 AM Ulster 
Project
12 PM @Omaha, 
NE - NACCC Annual 
Meeting ends
7 PM Boy Scouts
8:30 PM @Hart 
Park - Men's Softball 
Game

2
NO Men's Bible Study
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

3
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

4
4th of July - Church 
is closed

5

6
9 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/One Room 
Sunday School for 
ages 3 - entering 6th 
grade/Nursery
10 AM Coffee Fel-
lowship

7
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA

8
6:30 PM Bd/
Stewardship & 
Benevolence, 
@Whitman Field 
- Men's Softball 
Game
7 PM Ulster Project

9
6:30 AM Men's 
Ministry
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
9 AM Cream City Rug 
Club
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
7:30 PM Personnel

10
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

11
10 AM @Cong. 
Home - Hug-a-Tot

12

13
9 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/One Room 
Sunday School for ages 
3 - entering 6th gde/
Nursery
10 AM Coffee Fellow-
ship
3 PM @Mt. Morris 
Camp - WCA Camp 
begins

14
7 PM Bd/Trustees, 
Al Anon
8 PM AA

15
5:30 PM Tosa 
Quilters
9:30 PM @Hart 
Park - Men's Soft-
ball Game

16
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Ministry
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
9:30 AM Ulster Project
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

17
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks 
6:30 PM Bd/Fellow-
ship

18 19
12 PM @Mt.Morris - 
WCA Camp ends

20
8 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
9 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/One Room 
Sunday School for 
ages 3 - entering 6th 
gde/Nursery
10 AM Coffee Fel-
lowship

21
10:15 AM @Cong. 
Home - Sing-a-Long 
w/Marj
5:30 PM Bd/Congre-
gational Care
7 PM Bd/Education, 
Al Anon
8 PM AA

22
2 PM @Cong. 
Home - Alzheimer's 
Support Group
6 PM Communica-
tions Committee
6:30 PM @Whit-
man Field - Men's 
Softball Game
7 PM Church 
Council

23
6:30 AM Men’s 
Ministry
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
9:30 AM Staff Planning 
Retreat, Ulster Project
10 AM @Cong. Home - 
Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

24
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

25 26

27
8 AM Lectionary 
Discussion
9 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children 
in Church/Sunday 
School for ages 3 - 
entering 6th gde/
Nursery
10 AM Coffee Fel-
lowship

28
6:30 PM Bd/Deacons
7 PM Al Anon
8 PM AA

29
8:30 PM @Hart 
Park - Men's Soft-
ball Game

30
7 AM Women's 
Ministry
10 AM @Cong. Home 
- Baking Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

31
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
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‘Why are you just standing 
there?’ This is the question that 
the two men in robes asked the 
disciples after Jesus’ Ascension . 
I like their question! The two 
guys didn’t ask them to establish 
a theology school or seminary . 
They didn’t ask them to set up 
a marker, memorial, or monu-
ment . The two didn’t sit down 
at a desk and create and execute 
credentials . What they asked of 
the followers was very simple: 
‘How come you’re still standing 
around?’ The disciples got the 

message . They returned to Jerusalem . They continued in prayer . 
When the Holy Spirit came upon and within them at Pentecost 
- they exploded! They went out among the people and began to 
mingle and preach . Out they went to synagogues — and out they 
went to the known ends of the earth . Because of them the mes-
sage of Jesus burst forth upon the world and within the hearts of 
us who live in this world . The message to us from those same 
two guys is just as simple: ‘Why are you just standing around?’ 
There is a lot to do . Mingle . Circulate . Talk . Mix in with all 
kinds of people around you . Preach by living; use words if you 
have to . How can you easily broach the message? Share: Again 
in Appalachia this summer 18 young people from our church 
are going to work - together with 10 adults . Share: This year 18 

youth were confirmed at our church! Share: We open our church 
to 10 to 12 groups each month . Share: Every Sunday at our fel-
lowship dedicated volunteers serve coffee and tasty snacks fol-
lowing Sunday worship! Share: I was inspired by the sermon I 
heard just this last Sunday . Share: The choir and music at our 
church is concert quality . Share: Once a month at St . Vincent’s 
18 of our members serve the food cooked by 5 of our members . 
Share: at First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa, people vol-
unteer to help serve food at funerals and memorial services . 

All of these are no more than simple conversation starters . Where 
they go is up to you and your conversation partner . But sharing 
is an easy way to socialize and converse about the worship and 
fellowship at this church . If the other person is not interested, so 
be it . They may not be interested in a conversation about baseball 
statistics, garden gnomes, or the features of your new smartphone 
either . But it is better to make an effort than to be asked by those 
two men in white robes: ‘Why are you just standing there; why 
aren’t you at least saying something?’ The Gospel is a contact 
sport . You have to be involved . No certificates . No monuments . 
No ivory tower schools . The Gospel calls you to be on the play-
ing field . And then just have fun and play . The Holy Spirit will be 
with you!

Rev. Dr. Barry W. Szymanski
Minister of Pastoral Care

Just Standing Around... [Acts of the Apostles 1:6-16]

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS continued from page four

and trustworthy. Maddie is filled with a special joy for life, and 
we are blessed to watch her grow in her faith .

From Jessie Reddy, Mentor: I found Maddie to be an intelligent, 
talented, and focused young lady, displaying strong morals and 
values . She juggles much in her daily life being a student, sister, 
daughter, theater extraordinaire, and friend . I believe that God 
has wonderful things in store for her, and it has been a blessing 
to mentor her .

HAILEY SGARLATA, daughter of Nick and Carrie Sgarlata
On December 20, 1998, just four days old, we brought Hailey to 
this church and her tiny soul filled many hearts 
with love that morning . A few months later, we 
brought her here to be baptized as she officially 
began her relationship with God . Through the 
years, Hailey has developed a sincere devo-
tion to God and a willingness to serve others . 
Today, we are so proud that Hailey has made 
the choice to be confirmed as she continues her 
faith journey .  

From Charlie Wakefield, Mentor: Hailey, I 
knew you before you took your first breath. You have no idea the 

joy you brought to your family, both blood and extended . You 
continue to bring joy to us all as you make the choices that will 
form the beautiful woman you are becoming . I will always pray 
for you and with you if you wish, but remember, I'll never say 
AMEN .  

NOAH WELLS, son of Merrick and Barb Wells
Noah is proud of his involvement in his Church and is learning 
to understand himself as a Christian . He respects the Congrega-
tional Way and is growing in his faith day by day . Fellowship 
and fun are important to Noah as he builds his sense of indepen-
dence in a place where he is safe and with people he loves . We 
thank our Church family for helping lead Noah to this special 
day .

From Carol Hudson, Mentor: Noah's faith has 
been increasingly evident as I’ve watched him 
grow up in FCC . From his love of singing in 
the choir, to Sunday school, VBS, PF, and now 
Covenant Class, Noah has always been an active 
participant . Hearing Noah express his faith in 
God, his understanding of being a Christian, and 
his joy of being part of a church family has made 
being his mentor a rewarding experience . 
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Sunday School
•Sunday, July 6, 13, 20, & 27
One Room Sunday School, for ages 3 — entering 6th grade, will 
be held at 9 AM

Children will begin in church with their families . They will be 
dismissed to Sunday School during the worship service . 

Vacation Bible School
•Monday, August 11 - Friday, August 15
9 AM - Noon 
Discover a place where Jesus' Love is ONE-OF-A-KIND!

This year's Vacation Bible School is entitled WEIRD ANI-
MALS! God filled the world with a lot of crazy creatures... 
including you! When kids feel weird, different, or even lost 
in a crowd — nothing compares to the extraordinary love of 
Jesus . VBS is for kids entering 4K - 6th grade . 

Each day, the children will move through field-tested activity 
stations with their Zoo Crews . Every station is designed to 
reinforce the daily Bible message in a hands-on, interactive 
way that keeps everyone engaged . 

At Sing & Play Stampede, children will start the day together 
singing a fun mix of classic worship songs and some brand 
new songs . Kids experience the Bible in wild and wacky ways 
at One-of-a-Kind Bible Adventures, and then they circle up 
with the Zoo crews for thought-provoking discussions . At Kid-
Vid Cinema and Missions, we will watch films about real kids 
living the real-life adventure of knowing and following Jesus . 
Each day at WEIRD ANIMALS 
VBS your children will meet new 
friends that will remind them how 
much God loves them . Imagina-
tions soar as kids experiment with 
Sciency-Fun Gizmos that reinforce 
the Bible message for that day . We 
will run, jump, and even splash 
through games that connect with the daily Bible verse at Imag-
ination Station . In Critter Cafe, all the crews come together to 
eat yummy snacks that connect with that day's Bible verse .

Don't miss out on the fun! Pick up a registration form on 
the Welcome Cart in the Atrium or download one from our 
website: http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/docu-
ments/2014_registration_form(1).pdf . 

The cost is $10 for the first child, $5 for each additional child, 
with a maximum cost of $20 per family .

Interested in volunteering? Contact me at toniawallner@
yahoo .com or at 414-258-7375 ext . 230 . We need help in the 
areas of teaching, snacks, science/imagination, games and 
elsewhere!

—Tonia Wallner, Director of Christian Education

Operating Statement Summary 
Year-to-date as of May 2014 

Detailed financials are available at the office.

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received  35.9% 38.8%
Pledge Income $204,422 $220,557
Total Income  $283,116 $316,309
Total Expense  $285,069 $275,290

Net Income ($  1,953) $  41,018

Average Worship Attendance: 8 AM: 15 — Worship;  

10 AM: 209 — Worship; 59 — Teachers, Children and Youth

As you look at the Operating Summary for May, you will notice 
that the year-to-date figures show the net income as a deficit .   

As members of the church, you need to know that the pledge 
base for maintaining the 2014 budget is strong . If payments are 
made by those who made pledges, along with other sources of 
income, there should be no problem with our ending the year on 
a positive financial note . Nevertheless, seeing our financial state-
ment in this condition should be examined .

Expenses are not significantly different from 2013 . The issue 
causing the deficit is with the income side of our budget . There 
are two factors that contribute to this problem . First of all, the 
“carry over” from our 2013 budget was over $15,000 less than 
the previous year . These dollars normally allow for a solid base 
for covering expenses in the early part of the year . With these 
funds being lower, an increase in pledge payments from the 
membership will make up the difference . 
 
There is always a drop in income during the summer when atten-
dance is more sporadic . Some members hold off paying their 
entire pledge until the end of the year . If those patterns hold true 
to form, you will see this negative number increase while the 
income gets back on track . This will be watched closely during 
the summer months by the Trustees, along with Jim Walsh and 
myself .  

As you make your vacation plans for the summer, remember 
to understand that “taking vacation” from your financial com-
mitment to FCC impacts the day-to-day operation here in vari-
ous ways . The utility bills still come in each month, salaries 
need to be paid, and programming and maintenance continue . 
Everyone’s dollars help, and I ask you to do your part to increase 
our income numbers in the months ahead .

Cindy Payette, Treasurer

Treasurer's Note

http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/2014_registration_form(1).pdf
http://www.firstchurchtosa.org/uploads/files/documents/2014_registration_form(1).pdf
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Dated Material - Please deliver immediately.

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of the 
Columns is Friday, July 11 at noon.

Please email articles to Anne Callen at  
callena@firstchurchtosa.org. 

Hard copy may be brought to the church office 
and left in the Columns mailbox.

Lectionary Readings
July 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 45:10-17
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 7:15-25a
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Genesis 25:19-34
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 119:105-112
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Romans 8:1-11
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 8:12-25
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Genesis 29:15-28
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 8:26-39
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

DEATH
Nancy Siefert passed away June 8, 2014 .

BAPTISMS
Jule Jordan Schloemer, daughter of Nathan & Fallon Schlo-
emer, was baptized on May 25, 2014 .
 

Annie Elizabeth Fladten, daughter of Paul & Meghan 
Fladten, grandaughter of Bruce & Becky Milne, great-
grandaughter of Bob & Helen Milne, was baptized on June 15, 
2014 .

Church Family


