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Look Mom, no hands!
(All-Church Camp games)

2011-2012 Stewardship Campaign
Our Church's 2011-2012 
Stewardship Campaign is 
approaching . 

Our Covenant reads as fol-
lows:

As followers of Jesus 
Christ, we com-
mit ourselves to 
share in the worship                                    
and service of God, 
to grow in the knowl-
edge and expression 
of our faith, to reach 
out with compassion to 
those in need, to treat 
each other with love                                                 
and understanding, 
and to return to God a 
portion of God’s gifts.

As a member of First 
Church, over the years 
I have served on the 
Board of Trustees, on the 
Board of Benevolences & 
Stewardship, and in other 
volunteer activities . The 
Board of Trustees oversees 
the day-to-day opera-
tions of the church facili-
ties, feasibility studies, 
planning and budgeting, 
investments, construc-
tion projects, and ongoing 
maintenance issues, which 
arise during the year . The 
Trustees have one of the 
largest budgets at First 
Church, second only to 
Personnel .  

When I served on the 
Board of Trustees, I real-
ized the magnitude of the 
financial responsibilities 
of owning and maintaining 
our magnificent building . 
To put it bluntly, it takes 

Search Committee Update

a large amount of finan-
cial resources for upkeep . 
Without the money, we 
can’t maintain it!

As a member of the 
Board of Benevolences 
& Stewardship, we are 
responsible for two areas . 
Once called the Board of 
Benevolences and Church 
Relations, we administer 
the distribution of benevo-
lent funds allocated in the 
Church Budget and also 
select beneficiaries for 
our Special Offerings . Ten 
percent of the Church’s 

annual budget is given 
away to researched and 
selected missions both 
locally and internationally .  
This giving is essential for 
many reasons . We, as a 
Church, are following our 
Covenant by reaching out 
with compassion to those 
in need and returning to 
God a portion of God’s 
gifts .

The Stewardship cam-
paign not only requests 
money for the above men-
tioned, it supports the 

(continued on page 7)

As you know, our Intentional Interim Minister, Pastor 
Tom Searfoss, has been facilitating weekly sessions 
called the "Journey of Light" to help us understand who 
we are and to determine what the future vision of our 
church will be . Toward the end of August, the Search 
Committee will use the outcomes of the “Journey of 
Light” to develop specific criteria to be used to evaluate 
candidates for our vacant settled minister position . The 
following is an advertisement that we will run in publi-
cations and on web sites . This ad should generate inter-
est and give us a pool of candidates to consider . We've 
already taken the steps needed to get this ad published . 
Additionally, we have several potential candidates iden-
tified and have been keeping them abreast of our pro-
cess . We (all FCC church members as well as the Search 
Committee) should leverage our networks to identify 
potential candidates who may not see our ad or may not 
actively be seeking a new church . The NACCC staff 
and web site will be a resource to assist us with process-
ing candidate applications . Candidates who, on paper, 
appear to potentially be a match will have to formally 
apply through the NACCC web site, http://www .naccc .
org (search: ministerial opportunities) .

Please prayerfully consider how you might assist us as 
(continued on page 8)
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All-Church Camp
Held at Lutherdale Camp

Rally Sunday
September 11

Join us for a Chicken & Pig Roast on Ridge Court following the 
10 AM worship service on Rally Sunday, September 11. Meat, beverages, and sides will be provided. 

Please bring a dessert to share.  
Cost: $8/adults, $4/ages 4-12, free for those ages 3 and under, MAX of $25/family.  

Pre-paid reservations must be made. Sign up by Sunday, September 4
 at the Gathering Table in the Atrium. 

We need a minimum number of people to make this a viable event, so sign up early!

Please help Circle 7 by donating personal care/
toiletry items for Tosa Cares . Their coordinator 
told me that they are in "desperate" need . Per-
sonal care items such as lotion, soap, shampoo, 
tissue, hair accessories, dental supplies, band 
aids, and laundry detergent are appreciated . 
Tosa Cares presently serves over 100 fami-
lies (300 people) in the Wauwatosa area . The 

people helped by Tosa Cares are referred to 
them by churches, schools, and the Police, Fire, 
and Health Departments . Please be generous 
in helping these folks . This is our once-a-year 
appeal . Bring your items to the table located 
under the glass bulletin board in the Atrium 
between Sunday, October 2 and Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 11 .                                     —Doris Nolinske

Circle 7 is Collecting Personal Care Items

Chicken & Pig Roast

Mark your calendars for the 
annual kick-off of the new 
program year at First Congre-
gational Church . Please join 
us for worship at 8 AM or 10 
AM on Sunday, September 
11 . At the later service you 
will be a part of the formal 
commissioning of our teach-
ers . Sunday School classes 
will begin for youth ages 3- 
5th grade . 

Following the 10 AM wor-
ship service, we invite you 
to join us for the Chicken & 
Pig Roast to be held on Ridge 
Court . This is a great chance 
to reacquaint yourselves 
with other members who you 
haven’t seen during the sum-
mer . Pre-paid reservations are 
required . Sign up at the Gath-
ering Table in the Atrium .
Join us in the celebration and 
make your commitment to 
be an active member of First 
Church this year .

All-Church Camp was held at Lutherdale Campground in Elk-
horn for the second straight year . We had 22 children and adults 
attend the festivities from Friday, July 29 through Sunday, 
July 31 . 

There was time for attendees of 
all ages to connect with other First 
Church members through group 
activities like the Crazy Olympics, 
swimming in the lake, spiritual pro-
gramming, and preparing and eating 
meals together . We were also able to 
tackle the climbing tower and then 

zipline back down to earth – it was a BLAST! 

Finally, we were blessed with a great way to cool off in the Sat-
urday heat with a HUGE Slip 'N Slide made of two large outdoor 
vinyl billboards, which the kids 
attacked with a vengeance . 

On Sunday morning, we had brunch 
and an outdoor worship service that 
included Communion, which was 
blessed by Rev . Szymanski, and 
then closed our time together . It was 
a wonderful weekend of food, fun, and fellowship!! We hope 
you'll join us next year!

 —Tonia Wallner
Director of Christian Education
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Robert Schnase, Bishop of the 
Missouri Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, has 
written two very interesting 
books that are currently being 
read, studied, and applied by 
congregations of all traditions of 
the Christian Faith across these 
United States . The first book 
he wrote was Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations, which 
has been followed by Five 
Practices of Fruitful Living . 
Bishop Schnase’s first book is 
excellent for congregations to 

study . His second book is equally excellent for small group study 
and sharing . In both books he presents and explains the five 
practices that in his experience make for fruitful congregations 
and for fruitful living . They are radical hospitality, passionate 
worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission 
and service, and extravagant generosity . The first book deals 
with these five practices from a congregational perspective while 
the second book deals with those same five practices from a per-
sonal/family perspective . My focus on these few thoughts to you 
is from the congregational perspective and centered on the first 
of the five practices, i .e ., radical hospitality .

What would the practice of radical hospitality look like if it 
was fully in effect at First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin? In all the different pastorates I have been privileged 
to lead on behalf of God in the Lord Jesus Christ, my personal 
practice of radical hospitality has been the hallmark of what I 
tried to move those congregations toward in actual day-to-day 
practice . Let me share with you what I perceive the practice of 
radical hospitality by this congregation should look like based 
upon my personal and pastoral practice of it:

Who is welcome here?
We want the following to be known:

We want it to be of public record throughout Wauwatosa and 
the greater Milwaukee area that those of different skin and 
heritage are welcome here.

We want it to be known that those who suffer addiction to 
alcohol and other drugs ( whether they are recovering or 
not ) and their families are welcomed here.

We want it to be known that women and children are wel-
comed here and they will not be harassed or abused here.

We want it to be public record throughout Wauwatosa and 
the greater Milwaukee area that in this congregation you can 
bring your child to worship and even if they cry during the 
entire worship service, they are welcome.

We want it to be known that those who are single by choice, 
by divorce, or through the death of a spouse are welcome 
here.

We want it to be known that if you are promiscuous, have 
had an abortion, or have fathered children and taken no 
responsibility for them, you are welcome here.

We want it to be known that gossips, cheats, liars, and their 
families are welcomed here.

We want it to be known that those who are disobedient to 
their parents are welcomed here.

We want it to be of public record throughout Wauwatosa and 
the greater Milwaukee area that gays, lesbians, and members 
of their families are welcome here.

We want it to be of public record throughout Wauwatosa and 
the greater Milwaukee area that those of different beliefs, 
little belief, or no specific belief at all are welcomed here. 

We want it to be of public record throughout Wauwatosa and 
the great Milwaukee area that persons of all faith traditions 
are welcomed here to share in the joy of genuine love, music, 
caring, and concern: Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, 
Hindus, Mormons, and so many more concerned about life 
and its living together as a community.

Let it be of public knowledge that we take seriously the apos-
tle Paul’s statement, “All have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God.” ( Romans 3, 23 ) The young and the old, the 
rich and the poor, all of the broken are welcome here.

We want it to be of public knowledge throughout Wauwatosa 
and the greater Milwaukee area that “we are justified by the 
grace of God, which is a gift through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” We do not condemn the world but 
we proclaim to a broken and hurting world, God’s forgive-
ness and grace.

We want it to be of public record throughout Wauwatosa and 
the greater Milwaukee area that since we are a sinful people 
that we will not always be as quick to welcome as we should.

May God give us the grace to welcome and forgive one 
another as Christ has welcomed and forgiven us. “For God 
so loved the world that God gave God’s only Son to die for 
it.” ( John 3, 16 )

We want our community of Wauwatosa and the greater 
Milwaukee area to know these things. You are welcome and 
are invited to join us as we seek God’s grace together.

(continuted on page 7)

Radical Hospitality
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VBS Update

Faith and Film
Friendly Persuasion (1956)
Wednesday, September 28, 6:30 PM

In 1988, President Reagan handed 
Soviet leader Mikhail S . Gorbachev 
a movie on videotape… Friendly 
Persuasion . The movie is a gentle 
retelling of the best-selling novel 

by Jessamyn West, which considers the spiritual crisis 
faced by a pacifist Quaker family when the Civil War 
reaches their town . Starring Gary Cooper, Dorothy 
McGuire and Anthony Perkins . 
 
The struggle between war and pacifism is always rele-
vant . But Friendly Persuasion is especially timely today 
as we recognize the 150th anniversary of the Civil War .  
 
Released in 1956 this film is unrated . Run time is 2 
hours and 20 minutes . 
        —Marianne King

Movies at First

PANDAMANIA Vacation Bible School 
2011 was a huge success! VBS took place 
from August 8th - 12th, with the theme 

that “God is wild about you” . We were 
blessed with 43 children attending, rang-
ing in age from 4-11 .

PANDAMANIA activities included 
Party Time Sing & Play, Crazy Crafts 
& Missions, Bamboo Blast Games, 
and Treetop Treats . During the Wild 
Bible Adventures, the children heard 
the Creation Story, experienced Jonah’s 
adventure in the belly of the whale, and 
heard Luke’s version of Jesus dying and 
coming back to life to forgive our sins . 
The children left VBS with the assurance 
that God made them, listens to them, 

watches over them, loves them (no matter 
what), and gives them good gifts!

The children also gave back to children 
across the world . Each VBS attendee 
colored a backpack that will be sent to 
a needy child in Latin America through 

Operation Kid-to-Kid . Each backpack 
will include a Bible and a bookmark . The 
money for the Bible was raised through 
a coin drive held throughout the week 
of VBS . Hayley Sawyer was in charge 
of the coin drive and encouraged the 
kids to raise as much money as possible 
to help others in need . Tuesday was the 
day for pennies, followed by nickels on 
Wednesday, dimes on Thursday, and 
quarters on Friday . Nearly $375 was 

raised through coins alone, which is a 
huge accomplishment . Our children and 
their families should be proud!

The week of PANDAMANIA would not 
have been a success without our wonder-
ful volunteers . We had an incredible mix 
of FCC middle and high school students 
working with the crews of kids, along 
with our adult leaders . Cathy Denny’s 
creative touch was seen throughout the 

Church all week, with paw prints leading 
to the Social Hall that had a bamboo for-
est theme . I know that the time and talent 
of our volunteers was appreciated by the 
children, their parents, and me . 

—Tonia Wallner
Director of Christian Education

Drive-in Movie 
Herbie, Fully Loaded (2005) 
Friday, September 23, 6 PM 
 

The world's wackiest Volkswagon 
is back in action . Maggie Peyton 
is the 18 year-old daughter of a 
once-successful stock car driver 
whose career is not what it once 

was . For her 18th birthday, Maggie's father takes her 
out to look for a used car and she finds herself drawn 
to a wrecked 1963 Volkswagon in a salvage yard . 
With a little TLC Herbie is running like new, and 
Maggie persuades her dad to take her on as part of 
his racing team . Fully Loaded stars Lindsay Lohan, 
Matt Dillon, Michael Keaton, and Justin Long . 
 
Sign up at the Gathering Table in the Atrium . $4 gets 
you all the pizza, popcorn, and lemonade you can  
eat! 
                                                             —Mike Elwing 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks, 
@CH - Hymn Sing

2
8:15 AM Cook for St. 
Vincent's
9 AM Harmony Singers
4:15 PM Leave to Serve 
at St. Vincent's

3
8 AM LSP Car Wash

4
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel/Communion
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Communion/Chil-
dren in Church/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fel-
lowship

5
Labor Day - church 
closed

6
6 PM Church Street 
Singers
7 PM Boy Scouts, 
Quilters Anonymous

7
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
7 AM Women's Ministry
9:30 AM @CH - Baking 
Group
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

8
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
6:30 PM Jubilation 
Ringers reh.
7:30 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

9
9 AM Harmony Singers
10 AM @CH - Hug-
a-Tot

10

11
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel 
9:00 AM Mum Sale
10 AM Rally Sunday 
Worship in the Nave/
Commission SS Teach-
ers/PF/Children in 
Church/Sunday School/
Nursery
11 AM Chicken & Pig 
Roast

12
9 AM @CH - Sub. 
Retired Men's Club
12 PM 20th Century 
Club
5:30 PM Faith Finders 
(dinner at 5p)
7 PM Bd/Trustees
8 PM AA

13
12 PM Circle 7
6:30 PM Bd/Deacons
7 PM Boy Scouts, 
Wauwatosa Historical 
Society

14
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry
7 AM Women's Ministry
9 AM Cream City Rug 
Club
9:30 AM @CH - Baking 
Group
4:30 PM Personnel
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
7 PM Bd/Christian 
Education

15
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
6:30 PM Jubilation 
Ringers reh.
7 PM WCTS 
7:30 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

16
9 AM Harmony Singers

17

18
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel
8:45 AM Discovery Hour 
9 AM Junior Choir reh.
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Bible Sunday/Chil-
dren in Church/PF/Sunday 
School/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM Covenant Class 
Orientation
TBD @Russ Home - Jr. & Sr. 
PF Party

19
10:30 AM @CH - Sing-
a-Long with Marj
7 PM Bd/Fellowship
8 PM AA

20
9 AM Retired Men's 
Club of Tosa
2 PM @CH - Alzheim-
er's Support Group
6:30 PM Bd/Steward-
ship & Benevolences
7 PM Boy Scouts, Tosa 
Quilters

21
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
7 AM Women's Ministry
9:30 @CH - Baking 
Group
10 AM @Harwood - 
Communion & Chat
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

22
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
6:30 PM Jubilation 
Ringers reh.
7:30 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

23
9 AM Harmony Singers
6 PM Drive-in Movie

24

25
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel 
8:45 AM Program Meeting, 
Discovery Kids 
9 AM Junior Choir reh., 
Jubilation Ringers reh.
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Jubilation Ringers/
Children in Church/PF/
Sunday School/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship

26
9 AM @CH - Sub. 
Retired Men's Club, 
Sub. Women's Club of 
Tosa Bd
8 PM AA

27
9 AM Ret. Men's 
Club Bd
7 PM Church Council, 
Boy Scouts

28
6:30 AM Men's Ministry
7 AM Women's Ministry
9:30 @CH - Baking 
Group
11 AM Senior Women/
Circle 12
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
6:30 PM Faith & Film

29
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
6:30 PM Jubilation 
Ringers reh.
7:30 PM Choir of First 
Church reh.

30
9 AM Harmony Singers
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Free and Open Communication
When we communicate with another 

person we want to be free and open 
with our opinions . It is part of who we 
are . In marriage, this communication is 
crucial . In an employer/employee setting 
it is central to a good working relation-
ship . Between the members in a church, 
good free, open, and truthful communica-
tion is essential . Openness is not decep-
tion . Freedom gives the opportunity for 
truth, for reality . When Jesus prayed, as 
recorded in John’s Gospel in Chapter 

17, he spoke of truth . Theologians have many interpretations of 
what Jesus meant by truth, but one common thread that I see is 
that Jesus refers to what is real in his prayers – indeed, in how 
he looked at life . Jesus prayed that his followers see the facts as 
they are, that his disciples avoid the sham, the bogus, and the 
phony . Jesus was a prophet, and a prophet is a person who sees 
the physical and the spiritual world as one united world .

A Hebrew Testament prophet, Zechariah, in his book [8:15-17], 
states that the Lord God uttered this: " . . . I have purposed in 
these days to do good  . . . ; do not be afraid . These are the things 
that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, render  . . . judg-
ments that are true and make for peace, do not devise evil in 
your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord ." The words are clearly 
understandable to each of us . "Speak the truth ." There is nothing 
hidden in that sentence . ‘When you speak, speak the truth; do 
not utter falsity; do not deceive .’ The corollaries are also true . 
‘When you come to a conclusion about another person, make 
sure it is true .’ "Work for peace ." ‘In your hearts avoid thinking 

up evil deeds and thoughts .’

Then Zechariah concludes with the Lord’s strong statement 
which must be taken to heart, "for all these are things that I hate, 
says the Lord ."

As we socialize with others during our summer gatherings, and 
especially as we associate with each other during our work as 
members of this church, may we strive for peace and proclaim 
only the truth . May we avoid opinions which are not based upon 
reality . Perception, like too much vinegar, may spoil how we see 
the stage which is our world . May we not scheme against others .  
If there is a problem, bring it out into the open . Free and open 
communication is vital . It is fundamental to our marriages . It is 
important to our relationships with our children and friends . It is 
central to our workplaces . It is critical in our dealings with fel-
low church members . And it is of the essence of our relationship 
with our God .

In the last years of his life, Paul wrote his letter to the Romans 
[13:8] wrote, "Owe no one anything, except to love one another ." 
Loving one another is sometimes hard . But Jesus did that . He 
loved everyone he came in contact with . Let us go back to the 
precepts of what Zechariah wrote down centuries ago . Let us 
also focus on his seemingly simple words: " . . . do not be afraid  . . . 
speak the truth  . . . make for peace  . . . do not devise evil  . . ." That 
is what Jesus the Christ did . That is how we prove our love for 
each other . This is what followers of Christ do!

—Rev. Barry W. Szymanski
 Minister of Pastoral Care

Rally Sunday Special Offering
to Benefit CFTS Students

The Board of Benevolences has once again chosen the Congregational Foundation for Theological Studies (CFTS) for our Rally 
Sunday Special Offering . This very important foundation is the only program in existence today that supports men and women who 
are pursing ministry in a Congregational church . Our goal this year is to raise $5,000 .

Over the past several years, your generous donations have helped support First Congregational Church of 
Wauwatosa CFTS scholarship recipients Seth Jones, Matthew Oladale, Cynthia Petrie, and Gloria Jean 
Skeete . This year we will be sponsoring Karen Robu who is attending Phillips Theological Seminary in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma .

In the absence of a NACCC-affiliated seminary, CFTS has served to provide financial aid and academic 
support to students preparing to become Congregational ministers . Rev . Dr . Betsey Mauro, Dean of CFTS, 
recently wrote to us: “Without continuing prayer and support by churches and individuals like you in the NACCC, our seminary stu-
dents could not answer God’s call to the ministry and our churches would not have this source of specially trained ministers . Thank 
you for encouraging leadership excellence for our churches through your generosity .”

It is of great importance to see that our “Congregational Heritage” continues into the future . With your generous Rally Sunday Special 
Offering donation the future will be bright!                                                                                                       —Jennifer Nitschke, Chair 

Board of Stewardship & Benevolences
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entire operation of First Church . We keep the doors open for another year, we 
maintain our building, we give to missions and without financial dollars coming 
in, we can’t be successful . We anxiously await the call of a new head minister to 
First Church . A pledge drive result that demonstrates the love and commitment 
we have for God and for First Church will certainly help us attract the best can-
didates to our church .

If we commit ourselves as a Church, we will have the financial dollars we need 
to welcome our new minister and maintain our beautiful facility and current pro-
gramming . 

 —Jennifer Nitschke
Chair, Board of Stewardship & Benevolences

Stewardship Campaign cont'd.

Folks cheered for the softball team following the Tailgate Picnic
held at Hart Park on July 12th .

We encourage all people to find a religious 
community where God’s love knows no 
bounds, and work to share that love with 
our hurting world. 

In all the pastorates God has privileged me to 
serve in God’s Name, I have striven through 
my own attitudes and prophet/priestly/pastoral 
behavior and practice to make the statement 
of radical hospitality I have just shared with 
you, the practice of radical hospitality for 
those congregations . Some of those congrega-
tions resisted slightly; other resisted mightily; 
still others caressed this practice of radical 
hospitality as I have presented to you above . 
Those who did this, experienced a renewed 
sense of purpose and were re-focused on what 
it means to be God’s Easter People amid a 
hurting world . It was never for those congre-
gations about numbers of members, monies 
coming in or going out, it was overwhelmingly 
about being servants to their communities, the 
people living in them, and being the incarnate 
presence of Christ from their church building 
out into the world .

I believe First Congregational Church is in a 
unique circumstance where its history com-
bined by its urban setting can make the prac-
tice of radical hospitality an every day reality . 
Perhaps this is God’s call upon the current con-
gregation? As Robert Schnase says, it is one of 
the five practices of a fruitful congregation .

Shalom,

Pastor (Thomas) Searfoss
Intentional Interim Pastor

Pastor Searfoss cont'd.

On Sunday, September 11, in honor of National Grandparent's Day, we will be 
selling potted chrysanthemums to benefit Greater Tosa Interfaith following our 
worship services . 

The flowers are in 8-inch pots and sell for $6 each 
or two plants for $11 . These beautiful plants are 
great for fall gardens or to give to an older adult as 
a gift . 

Proceeds support Greater Tosa Interfaith Neighbor-
hood Outreach Program, which is a ministry that 
connects older neighbors to a caring community . 
Interfaith is able to provide informal services to 
adults age 60 and over through a corp of dedicated volunteers . These folks take 
people to medical appointments, shop for groceries, provide a friendly visit, or 
help with handy-guy issues, among other things .

If you have any questions about Interfaith or know of someone who could use 
their services, please call their office at 414-453-5750 .

Mum"s the Word
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Program Meeting Search Update cont'd
Attend the Church Program Meeting to 

Find Out What is Happening at First Church

As part of our governance structure, the church calendar 
includes a Program Meeting that will be held between 

services, beginning at 8:45 AM, on Sunday, September 
25 in the Social Hall. This is an opportunity for repre-

sentatives from the boards to share with the members of 
the congregation the broad range of activities that are 

planned for the church year. It is also an opportunity for 
the church membership to take an active role in the 

mission of our church.

We are the church, and it is up to us to make the mis-
sion of our church live. Take advantage of the many 

programs that can help each of us grow in the spirit of 
Christ. I look forward to seeing all of you on the 25th.

—John O'Meara, Moderator

we move into the exciting work of searching for an enthu-
siastic minister ready to lead our church family into its 
next phase . The JOL process has built much momentum 
for a future together both inside and outside the walls of 
this meeting house . Spreading the word that we are pre-
pared to accept interested applicants is the next tangible 
step toward realizing that future .

The ad reads as follows:
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
(a western suburb of Milwaukee) is seeking a pastor. 
This person will lead an historic Congregational Church 
(NACCC) that enjoys a wide age range among its mem-
bership and has a deep commitment to traditional wor-
ship, education, service, and outreach to the City of 
Wauwatosa and the Greater Milwaukee area. This person 
should be a graduate of an accredited theological semi-
nary, have full ordained status with a mainline Protestant 
denomination, and have a minimum of eight years experi-
ence in ministry leading a mid-sized or larger program-
dynamic, multi-cell congregation.

Candidates should be able to deliver challenging and 
relevant sermons, provide excellent pastoral care, and 
possess good administrative/budgeting skills for work 
alongside an excellent staff and a motivated group of 
members. We seek a leader with passion, vision, and 
energy for these contemporary times.

If you wish to learn more about the congregation visit our 
website at http://www.firstchurchtosa.org. Those inter-
ested in this position should seek information through 
search@firstchurchtosa.org. Clergy couples are encour-
aged to apply. Applications will be accepted through the 
Fall of 2011.

FCC Search Committee 
search@firstchurchtosa .org

Do you like to sing? Then how about joining our church choir? 
The Choir of First Church sings at the 10 AM service and prac-
tices at 7:30 PM on Thursday evenings . 

Contact Lee Jacobi at 414-258-7375 ext . 236 if you are inter-
ested in sharing your gift through song . Rehearsals will begin 
on Thursday, September 8 in time to sing at our Rally Sunday 
services on September 11th .

The Jubilation Ringers, our handbell choir, would like to fill the 
choir out to at least three more octaves this season . One-on-one 

lessons, including how to play handbells, how to read handbell 
music, and how one plays within a handbell choir are available . 
The choir rehearses from 6:30 - 7:30 PM on Thursday evenings 
beginning September 8th and plays during the 10 AM worship 
service once a month . 

If you are interested in joining them full-time for the season, or 
if you are available for substitute playing, please contact Kim 
Williams at 262-268-8846 or via email at KimWilliams99@
wi .rr .com .                                                                   —Lee Jacobi

 Director of Music

The Voice and Handbell Choirs Have Openings

The high school youth in the Local Service Project (LSP) group will 
be washing cars as part of their first fundraiser on Saturday, Septem-
ber 3 from 8 AM until Noon . Proceeds from the car wash will benefit 
the Invisible Children Campaign and Unicef . 
Check out their websites at www .invisiblechildren .
com and www .unicefusa .org . High School stu-
dents, if you’re interested in helping out at the car 
wash, please contact Carla Cummings at carlacum-
mings@me .com .

LSP Car Wash Fundraiser
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Operating Statement Summary 
Year-to-date as of July 2011

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received 48 .0% 52 .2%
Pledge Income $327,990 $406,932
Total Income  $427,689 $501,300
Total Expense  $414,978 $452,763

Net Income $12,711 $48,538

Detailed financials are available at the office. 

Discovery Adults
Sunday Symposium 
•Sunday, September 18
Discovery Hour will meet beginning at 8:45 AM this year, including 
Sunday Symposium, which will meet in Friendship Lounge.

Our first Sunday Symposium program will be held on Sunday, 
September 18. Watch the Green Sheet and This Week for more infor-
mation as the date appraoches.

Sunday School
•Rally Sunday will be held on September 11th
Sunday School, for ages 3 — 5th grade, will be held at 10 AM

Children will begin in church with their families . They will be 
dismissed to Sunday School during the worship service . Each 
family will be mailed a letter shortly with more information 
and Sunday School room assignments .

Discovery Kids
•Begins Sunday, September 19
Discovery Kids meets most Sundays from 8:45 - 9:45 AM in 
room LL5 (note the new starting time)

Kids enjoy this special time of additional activities, led by 
Sarah DeYoung, before their traditional Sunday School at 10 
AM . Those who rehearse with the choir will join them after 
practice . Older youth are invited to help lead .

Faith Finders
•Begins Monday, September 12

Back by popular demand, we will be offering the Faith Find-
ers program again this year . Faith Finders is a fellowship 
group specifically designed for students in first grade through 
fifth grade . Our meetings will consist of several great activi-
ties including singing, games, fellowship, program time, and 
working on community service projects . The meetings begin 
with an optional dinner at 5 PM, followed by programming 
from 5:30 - 6:30 PM . The cost of the dinner is $3 per person . 
After September, the meetings will take place on the second 
Monday of each month through May, with no meeting in 
December . We are excited to have as many of our first through 
fifth graders involved as possible!

PF Schedule for September
•Begins Sunday, September 11 
Junior PF meets from 10 - 11:30 AM 
Senior PF meets from 10 - 11:15 AM 

This year, PF will meet during the second worship service 
each Sunday beginning at 10 AM . We will have outings and 
other special events once a month . A parent meeting will be 
held in the upcoming weeks to help with the planning of these 
special events . Watch for a detailed letter coming soon .

Our special event for September will be a party at the home 
of Bobby, Lizzy, and Tessa Russ on Sunday, September 18! 
The address for the Russ family is 7624 W . Stickney Avenue . 
All Jr . and Sr . High students are welcome . Bring a friend with 
you! At the afternoon party, there will be food, games, a pool 
table, football, basketball, and a swimming pool . Watch for 
more details as the date nears .

Don’t forget to sign up in the Atrium or email Tonia at to-
niawallner@yahoo .com so we can prepare enough food for 
everyone . Please bring a snack to share .

Covenant Class I & II
•Sunday, September 18
Covenant Class Orientation

Covenant Class Orientation will be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 18, 11:15 AM in the Parlor . 

There you will be introduced to the Covenant Class teachers 
for the 2011 - 2012 school year . Pat Reddy, Tesha Urban, and 
Carrie Sgarlata will be teaching Covenant Class I . Barb and 
Katie Holtz will be teaching Covenant Class II . 

On the 18th you will receive handouts including the dates 
Covenant Class meets (usually the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 11:15 AM for both classes) . You'll also receive an 
outline of the programs and the expections of the students 
enrolled in the Covenant Class sessions .

Watch your mail for a letter in the next few weeks with more 
information regarding the upcoming year . We're looking for-
ward to a great year, and we know you will be too!

—Tonia Wallner
Director of Christian Education
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Dated Material - Please deliver immediately.

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of the Columns is 
Friday, September 9 at noon.

Please email articles to Anne Callen at callena@firstchurchtosa.org. 
Hard copy may be brought to the church office 

and left in the Columns mailbox.

Church Family Lectionary Readings
Texts Used in Worship
September 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exodus 12:1-14
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 149
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 13:8-14
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 18:15-20

September 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exodus 14:19-31
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Romans 14:1-12
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 18:21-35

September 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exodus 16:2-15 
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Philippians 1:21-30
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 20:1-16

September 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exodus 17:1-7
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 21:23-32

Deaths
Ellis Brouwer passed away July 23, 2011 .
Donald Holub passed away August 2, 2011 .

Baptism
Kale Sergio Antonio Miyazaki Lund, son of Mark & Cheryl Lund, 
grandson of Lucy Miyazaki, was baptized on August 14, 2011 .

Wedding
Elizabeth Henry and Bradford Martin were married on July 30, 2011 . 
Elizabeth is daughter of Jim and Gretchen Henry .

Breakfast with the Girls will be back for 2011 - 2012 starting in October. 
Watch for announcements in the Green Sheet, This Week, and the October 
Columns. 


