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The major discussion item during the general session was a strategic plan proposal. The
vision of the strategic plan is to strengthen member churches, which will result in a stronger National Association. The proposal has three components:
•Congregational Growth, which includes bringing more churches into the NA and empowering youth leadership;
•Congregational Vitality including ministry development and support, the pastoral search
process, stewardship, and assistance for churches in developing their strategic plans; and,
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•Congregational Outreach including involvement in local, national and international missions, and nurturing relationships with other religious organizations.

Just 4 Youth
Drive-in Movie
Edna Turns 100!
WCA PF Camp Recap

Page 10

The Annual Meeting and Conference of the National Association was held in Phoenix,
Arizona from June 18th through June 21st. Moderator John O’Meara and Rev. Barry
Szymanski attended as delegates of First Church. Harry Holz attended as a member of the
Executive Committee and was accompanied by his wife, Nancy.

2011 FCC ASP Mission Trip
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Report on the 2011 Annual Meeting
and Conference of the NACCC

Church Family

Operating Statement Summary
Lectionary Readings

Zoe, Sarah, Amelia & Hailey enjoy lunch time
at WCA PF Summer Camp.

A core aspect of the plan makes the organization of the NA more flexible so that the services available to member churches can be provided more effectively. The plan proposes
a reduction of the number of people in the leadership team and at the same time engages
more people in delivering NA services by utilizing non-staff resources where appropriate.
The plan also proposes that member churches nominate a year-round delegate. The goal
is to maintain a line of communication with member churches throughout the year. The
delegates would be able to share ideas or issues of concern from their congregations and
also keep their churches informed of news and activities occurring with the National
Association.
Among the highlights of the meeting was the admission of seven churches as members of
the NACCC. Representatives of churches from Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Michigan,
and North Carolina were present to accept the induction of their churches into the
NACCC.
The program included a number of workshops. One of the workshops discussed resources
available to churches that want to embark on a revitalization process. Natural Church
Development is a way to measure the health or quality of a church in eight critical areas.
The program is based on a survey of over 1,000 Christian churches throughout the world.
The workshop also discussed the Church Health Assessment Tool, which is an online
survey that allows a church to gather congregation-wide, anonymous feedback across ten
categories of church health that will provide a clear, objective picture of the church’s current baseline.
Another workshop focused on the resources available through the National Association
for churches that are searching for a minister. The session was a helpful refresher on the
valuable assistance available to First Church as we continue with our search process.
—John O'Meara and Rev. Barry W. Szymanski

The Chicken and Pig Roast is Back!

Following the 10 AM worship service on Rally Sunday, September
11th, Steve Wallner and crew will be hosting a Chicken and Pig
Roast on Ridge Court.

Please contact Steve at swallner2@wi.rr.com or at 414-810-4987 if
you wish to help with the roast. Lots of volunteers will be needed to
make this event a success!
Pre-paid reservations will be required. Watch the Green Sheet
and This Week later this month for more details.

The Ocean is not necessarily deep!

In your interpretation the word meditation may invoke an image of a trancelike state. You may feel that meditation may be okay for some people, but you
are much too busy. Or while you think that silence is golden, you also know
that gold bars are too heavy to carry around for normal commerce. But you
realize that you, as a follower of Jesus, should occasionally spend some time
to reflect on the question of Why Jesus? Why the crucifixion? Why the resurrection? What is the relevance of that to our lives? Is there any sense about
life? That is where meditation comes in. For meditation is simply taking the
time to be quiet and to ponder. While books have been written on the how
to meditate, it is nothing more than relaxing with one’s thoughts. In Luke’s
Gospel [2:19] it is recorded that “Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.”
Jesus’ mother Mary did not attempt to think her way through the mystery of the incarnation. In her
heart she pondered all of what was happening in her body. She was in awe and wonder. Likewise,
we need not attempt to judge why Jesus chose to die on a cross. We simply need to ponder it in our
hearts. We are not required to make sense of Jesus’ ascension. God merely appeals to you to spend
some time in appreciation of what happened. To sit in awe and wonder of God’s mysteries. To let
God do what God does in the silence of our hearts.
Now, you may say that meditation is for saints and those who have nothing else to do. But meditation is for everyone. You may stand on a beach and look out at people swimming, or sailing, or on
a ship on the horizon. You may say that you would like to swim in the ocean, but cannot -- or sail,
but have no boat -- or travel on a ship, but have no money. Then you spot a boy and a girl who take
off their shoes and wade ankle deep into the water. You begin to realize that the boy and the girl,
and the swimmer, and the sailor, and the people on the ship are all in the ocean. Each one, whether
in or on the water is, in their own way, connecting with the water.
The person on the beach was me at one point in my life. I had no time nor any inclination to spend
precious time on meditative thought. I did not see any point in simple pondering. I just wanted to
get on with life. Just do it. Then, somehow, or through someone, I was led to stop the busyness, and
spend some time with what I thought was nothing. I learned that the nothing of silence was more
real than the noise of busyness. I found that there was more of reality in the stillness of meditation than in the clamor of my busy life. I learned that a fulfilled life for me was the combination of
busy noise coupled with quiet stillness. I learned that once I entered the ocean slowly with only my
ankles in the water, it was easier after time to wade – eventually to waist deep – then to chest high.
Eventually I entered the ocean. The key for you is to enter into the water slowly. And to enter into
the meditative ocean in whatever way you choose – sailboat, wade, swim, ocean liner. But to enter.
In meditation, I suggest you start with three minutes. Move to five. See what happens in
your life.
In late Winter we are planning a classical retreat. It will be an introduction into meditation. Just
enough to spend time with yourself and your God. Just enough time to wade into the water of life.
—Rev. Barry W. Szymanski, J.D., Minister of Pastoral Care
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Habits of Highly Effective and Ineffective Churches
Grace and peace
to you in the
name of God
our Creator
and Jesus of
Nazareth, the
Christ of our
faith. Amen.

Anthony B.
Robinson, currently teaching congregational leadership studies at
Emmanuel College in Toronto, Canada
and president of the Seattle-based
Columbia Leadership Network – author
of such noted books as What’s Theology Got
to Do with It? and Changing the Conversation:
A Third Way for Congregations is an important voice to hear when dealing with
any congregation in any transition, and
specifically congregations in their transition of “in between times.” Robinson’s
little booklet, The Seven Habits of Highly
Effective Churches, is a must read for leaders in every congregation, especially
those in transition. For every healthy
habit necessary for an effective congregation, Robinson includes an unhealthy
one. Following my own advice to myself
that you should always throw the positive before the negative, I am choosing to
share with you Robinson’s seven healthy
habits first, followed by a briefer listing
of the seven unhealthy ones. The positive
ones first:
STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE OF
CHRIST: Effective churches are churches
where people enjoy what they’re doing
and do it well. Give God your best
whether in the care of church grounds,
the soup you prepare for the homeless
shelter dinner, or the hymns and anthems
you sing in worship.
CULTIVATE A SPIRIT OF INNOVATION AND
EXPERIMENTATION: Make the “Seven Last
Words of the Church,” i.e. “We’ve never
done it that way before,” a distant memory. Be open to new ideas that advance
your mission. Free people to develop
and try new ministries. Just remember, if
you’re not failing at something, you’re
probably not trying anything.
TAKE THE INITIATIVE TO BUILD RELATION-

SHIPS WITH PEOPLE AND GROUPS IN
THE WIDER COMMUNITY BEYOND YOUR
CONGREGATION: Refuse to be isolated.
Take to the streets, the coffee shops,
library and parks of your community.
Be curious about what’s going on. Get
involved in community events. Meet
people. Introduce yourself as a member
of the church. Invite people to “come and
see.”
ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR MISTAKES,
LEARN FROM THEM, AND IN ALL THINGS,
LET GRACE ABOUND: Christians aren’t
perfect; they are forgiven. So making
mistakes is not the worst thing that can
happen. Besides we often learn the most
from our failures. In the end, and in the
beginning, it is about God’s grace, not
our achievements. Cut others some slack.
While you’re at it, cut yourself some, too.
ALWAYS BE PREPARED TO GIVE AN
ACCOUNT OF THE HOPE THAT IS WITHIN
YOU: Look for where the love, energy
and life are flowing and focus on that.
And recognize excuses for what they are:
a sign of insufficient commitment. Be
people of hope, trusting in God to find a
way even when we can’t.
BE WILLING TO LET PEOPLE GO IN ORDER
TO STAY FOCUSED ON YOUR CORE
MISSION: It is more important for your
church to be clear and steady about its
core mission than it is to make everyone
happy. Some people may be better off
in another congregation. When folks are
unhappy, connect, talk, and pray. If things
remain stuck, let them go with your
blessing, giving priority to your mission.
SPLASH IT ON!: A hospice nurse told the
story of bringing an elderly woman home
for the final days of her life. Noticing a
large bottle of perfume on the woman’s
dresser, the nurse asked, “Would you like
me to dab a bit of that behind your ears?”
“Honey,” said the woman to the nurse,
“Why don’t you just splash it on!” God
loves cheerful givers. So spend money
wisely, well, and freely in God’s cause.
Well, what do you think of Robinson’s
Seven Healthy Habits of Highly Effective
Churches? From this pastor’s point of view
and through nearly 47 years of active
ministry, I can say without reservation
these are very good healthy habits for

3

congregations of any size to develop and
nurture. Now that the honey has been
shared, the sour makes its appearance.
Here is a brief rendition of Robinson’s
Seven Habits of Highly Ineffective Churches:
•ELEVATE MEDIOCRITY TO A SPIRITUAL
DISCIPLINE;
•TAKE NO RISKS;
•PRACTICE THE FOLLOWING EVANGELISM
STRATEGY: “IF THEY WANT US, THEY KNOW
WHERE TO FIND US;”
•BLAME EARLY AND OFTEN;
•ALWAYS BE PREPARED TO MAKE AN
ACCOUNT OF THE EXCUSES THAT ARE
WITHIN YOU;
•MAKE IT CLEAR TO ALL THAT THE JOB
OF THE PASTOR IS TO KEEP EVERYONE,
MEANING CHURCH MEMBERS, HAPPY;
•SPEND AS LITTLE MONEY AS POSSIBLE.
There it is, both healthy and unhealthy
habits of highly effective or highly ineffective churches as understood by Doctor
Anthony B. Robinson, and I might add,
by this intentional interim senior pastor. Read these fourteen habits. Identify
which ones ( effective or ineffective ) are
found at First Church. Pray over them all.
Talk with each other about them, which
of them lives at First Church, which of
them needs nurturing at First Church, and
which of them needs to rapidly disappear
from congregational life. What happens
in First Congregational Church’s immediate and long-term future requires God’s
powerful presence, Christ’s definitive
example, and the Holy Spirit’s propelling
energy to be constantly and creatively
expressed through each one of you. This
Summer ’11 is not the time to ‘lazy your
way into the Fall ’11.’ This is the time
to thoroughly examine where you are in
relationship to where God in the Lord
Jesus Christ expects you to be spiritually,
ethically, morally, and in all forms of relevant ministry and mission.
I am hoping you have not turned me off
yet! And that you will not File 13 these
thoughts, but rather ingest and digest
them in ways that move God’s presence in Christ Jesus in and through First
Congregational Church of Wauwatosa
continued on page four

Search Committee Update
The Search Committee is focused on the
activities required to call a settled minister. The committee continues to meet
over the summer; we are attending the
“Journey of Light” sessions led by Pastor
Searfoss; and our sub-committees are
diligently doing the work that will lead to
the hiring of a settled minister. Our timeline is accelerating as we plan to begin
actively soliciting candidates at the end
of the Summer while accepting resumes
through the Fall. We are encouraged by
the enthusiasm and dedication Pastor
Searfoss has shown and impressed with
his expertise in this intentional interim

position. His continued advice will prove
invaluable as we seek a minister to help
guide us to our best future as a congregation.
Please know that Pastor Searfoss is available to meet with you to address any
concerns you may have as we navigate
through this process. Please also keep
this congregation and Pastor Searfoss in
your prayers as we move forward.
FCC Search Committee
search@firstchurchtosa.org

Pastor Searfoss
continued
forward in new and exciting lifechanging ways.

This is a great congregation with a rich
spiritual heritage. But it needs your
commitment to Christ Jesus to be even
stronger and more focused as it moves
toward its future with new and exciting
pastoral leadership soon to be called by
the Search Committee and approved
by the membership. Be in prayer! Be
prepared! Be committed! Be ready
to answer God’s call on your life! Be
ready to serve!
Shalom,

Local Service Project Kick-off

Local Service Project to kick off on Saturday, September 3 with a Car Wash
at FCC to benefit the Invisible Children Campaign
Get your car washed from 8 AM until Noon - Change the world!

Proverbs 3:5 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding."

Pastor ( Thomas ) Searfoss
Intentional Interim Minister
Senior Pastor
We do not know what we ought
to pray for, but the Spirit
Himself intercedes for us...
Romans 2

Sometimes the Lord speaks to our hearts. We don't really know what we are required to
do, where we are required to go, or how it will all turn out. All we know is that the Lord has called and we must answer. Below you
will read of the Lord's call that one of our high school teens received. We have decided to listen to the call, and we are designating
this cause as our first local mission service project. Although we will be working locally, we know that it will have a global effect. We
hope you will join us as a high school student who wants to make a difference by living his or her faith, and also as a parishioner who
wants to show your support of the future leaders of this world. We don't know where our next project will take us, but we are certain
that with your support and and a willingness to serve, we will be headed in the right direction.

"Invisible Children came to my school. The group was set up by college students ten years ago who were trying to help the children
in Northern Uganda, which is in Africa. There is a rebel group that kidnaps young children in the middle of the night and forces them
to fight in their army. It's almost impossible to stop because no one wants to shoot an innocent child. But many of the children are
being tortured and killed just to set examples for others. And it's not only the children who have to worry, the whole towns are being
attacked, and more children are continuously abducted. We were shown a video of Americans who have visited Northern Uganda and
have lived with some of the children, heard their stories, and felt their fear. There was also a young man who tagged along with the
visiting group of college students. He was a victim of the war, but he luckily escaped the rebels. He told us he and a few of his friends
escaped, but he was the only one who survived. He watched the rebels shoot all his friends dead and could do nothing about it but run
and pray that he would live. The video alone was so moving, but having someone who had been through the war right in front of me
was what really got to me. Here's the website and the trailer to the video we watched in class if you want to check it out."
		

http://www.invisiblechildren.com

http://www2.invisiblechildren.com/videos/16189889

If you are entering 9th - 12th grade and would like to help or receive more information, please contact Mrs. Cummings at carlacummings@me.com. If you are college age or older and would like to help with the future events and programming for this exciting new
program, please contact Mrs. Cummings at carlacummings@me.com. If you are unable to join or assist but would like to contribute to
the start up funds of this new youth ministry, please contact Mrs. Cummings at carlacummings@me.com. If you would like to receive
updates of opportunities to support our youth and attend or support different youth inspired ministries, please contact Mrs. Cummings
at carlacummings@me.com. As always, prayer for the youth of our church and the ministries we are embarking on are truly
appreciated.											
—Carla Cummings
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2011 FCC ASP Mission Trip
Van Lost - Faith Found

A few years ago, Lisa Mauer and I were sitting in a meeting listening to an overview of the Covenant Program in which our teens were
enrolled. We both felt an overwhelming need to bring back some sort of mission trip program. We believed it was essential for the teens
of our church to have this opportunity in which they could further their spiritual growth. Little did we realize that it was our own faith that
would grow in the process. As we embarked on the many fundraising projects, we were constantly reminded of how wonderfully kind and
generous our congregation is. We met new people and reconnected with those we had not seen in a while.
As the teens and chaperones prepared for our ﬁrst journey to West Viriginia in 2010, we
conﬁrmed our suspicions that we had some truly amazing teens and adults on our team. We
headed out on our journey with the prayers and well wishes of the congregation holding us up.
We did not know what things would be like. We had to place our faith in God that all would be
well, and it was. As many of you saw in the photos and presentations last fall, we came home
with so much more than we gave. We were ﬁlled with the joy of new friendships and a stronger
faith. The work was difﬁcult yet extremely rewarding, and we will never forget our ﬁrst mission
trip with ASP.
When we started preparing for the 2011 ASP trip to Kentucky, we felt like a well oiled machine. We had plans, back-up plans and even
plans if the back-up plans failed. Each of the eleven chaperones took the safety and well-being of every teen very seriously. Our daily
chant or motto was SAFETY FIRST. Our biggest worry or concern for the 2011 trip was to ﬁnd out how this new team would bond.
Would we have the same wonderful experience we had the previous summer? We assured the teens that it would be different, but still a
very fulﬁlling mission trip. Little did we know how true this would be. After a fun dinner and overnight stay in Louisville, the four FCC
passenger vans and one Tool Service Corporation supply van headed toward our ﬁnal destination, the year round ASP center in Chavies,
Kentucky. We were thrilled to learn we had bunk beds and air conditioning at the center. This was truly a luxury in comparison to the
lodging we had the year before. The Perry County countryside was breathtaking but the severe poverty and its long term effects in this
area were apparent. After our ﬁrst trip to Appalachia the summer before, we thought we had seen it all. We were shocked to learn of the
living conditions of the families we would be serving when our initial scout teams visited the job sites on Sunday night.
As we made preparations to head out to our work sites early Monday morning, we were excited
to ﬁnally put our faith into action. We had prepared for a long time, and we were ready. As each
van left the center prepared for a full day's work, heavy rain clouds moved in. We had seen
these clouds the day before when we arrived. They had quickly opened up and then shortly
thereafter, the sun was out and it was a beautiful day. This is how mountain rains generally go.
After all of the work vans had left, Amanda Krause and I ﬁnished loading up the Tool Service
Corporation delivery van with supplies for various job sites. We surveyed the rain clouds with
some concern but headed out anyway. We had a job to do, and we needed to check in with our
teams. As we headed up the mountain, the heavens opened up with an intensity that looked like
a replay of what Noah may have witnessed. Our concern as we traveled was for the four work
crews and we became anxious, but we handed our concerns over to the Lord and reassured ourselves that they were with the best adults
possible. We prayed without ceasing as the roads became impassable.
Within a short time, we found ourselves trapped in a ﬂash ﬂood after a portion of the road gave way underneath us. As the waters came
up around us, we escaped through the back of the van crawling over siding, ladders, lumber, and other building supplies. As we waded
through the rushing waters to higher ground, we were in disbelief. We had not planned for this, and yet we were grateful that we did have
a safety plan in place the entire time. There we stood, the two of us, in the pouring rain giving all praise and thanks to God. At the same
time we were asking for angels to watch over the rest of our team, as well as the other churchs' teams that were out in the region. Within
minutes, another portion of the road gave way, and we witnessed the delivery van wash over the side. We stood in complete shock and
disbelief. We immediately understood how fortunate we had been to have gotten out so quickly.
Standing in the pouring rain in the middle of Appalachia, I was overwhelmed with the sense of how amazingly small we are and how
God is truly the one in charge. It became crystal clear at that precise moment that no matter how much planning we do, in the end it is all
entirely in the hands of God. Within the next few hours, many blessings occurred. The road was closed by a volunteer ﬁreﬁghter who just
happened to be in the area. This closing kept others off of this quickly deteriorating stretch of dangerous road. Each of the nine work crew
vans returned to the center safely.
Within an hour the sun was shining. It was another beautiful day in Perry County. We found it hard to imagine that only a few hours
				
continued on page 6
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earlier over four inches of rain had fallen in less than two hours. One of the job sites was so severely ﬂooded that the FCC work crew
assigned to that site had to be reassigned elsewhere for the rest of the week. The very ﬁrst work day was over for our teens and other
churchs' teams but the mission was far from over for the FCC team.
After breaking the news to Lisa Mauer about her company van, a group of us headed back to assist her with the recovery effort. As
always, Lisa exhibited true grace, amazing leadership, and Christian charity when she lamented that it was only a van and forged ahead
to do what was needed. When we arrived near the van, we were surrounded by many locals and volunteer ﬁreﬁghters who wanted to help. We were overwhelmed by their willingness to come to the aid
of complete strangers. We were the ones who were there to help them. Instead we found ourselves in
a complete role reversal. Three local volunteer ﬁreﬁghters, upon hearing that the teens' cell phones
and other valuables were still in the van, insisted on lowering themselves by rope into the van to
recover what items they could. We told them it was not necessary. The items in the van could all be
easily replaced. We were concerned for their safety as the van was delicately balancing on the local
water main. They insisted that it was nothing at all and lowered themselves down to recover what
they could. Within minutes they had retrieved all of the phones and many other valuable items. To our surprise, after being in the rushing
water, everything recovered was in good working condition.
We spent many hours at the accident site and witnessed such warm hospitality and genuine concern for our plight. During all of this, we
received some very sad news. Matt Johnson learned that his father, who was ill, had a very short time left to live. Being the dedicated
team member that Matt is, he was conﬂicted over leaving us after we had been through so much. The entire FCC team assured him that
we would all be ﬁne. God had placed him with us for this rough patch, and he had helped us. Now he was needed back home. After we
followed the tow truck to Hazard and recovered the remaining equipment in the van, Matt prepared to head to Lexington so he could
catch a ﬂight home. Phil Callen and Keith Harmon insisted that they drive Matt immediately to ensure that he would make the early
morning ﬂight on time. As much as the teens and adults hated to see Matt leave, everyone surrounded him with their love, prayers, and
well wishes for a safe and speedy return to Milwaukee.
Phil and Keith drove Matt to Lexington, caught 40 winks, and returned early the next morning to the center. Immediately, they changed
clothing and headed out for a full day's work. With the teams reassigned, everyone needed to have
faith that we could complete the jobs we had been assigned to do. Although we had some huge
struggles on Monday, we knew that with a strong faith in God and all of your prayers back home, we
could accomplish anything. After all, we are Congregationalists.
Every teen stepped up to the plate and went above and beyond what was expected. They knew we
had experienced some hard times but that we had not lost faith. We had lost a day's work and a valuable team member, but we knew we must complete the jobs we had come to do. When we received
word that our dear friend Matt had made it home in time to spend an hour and a half with his father before he died, we rejoiced, hugged,
cried, and thanked God for our answered prayers.
That evening, we were treated to a performance by a local Blue Grass Band and our teens showed
everyone what it is to celebrate the FCC way. Their joy was infectious. Soon they had the other
churches dancing, clapping, and laughing along with them. The spirit of the Lord was truly in our
midst as we continued throughout the week. After all we had been through as a team, it was easy for
all of us to speak of our “Awesome God” and how grateful we all were for the many blessings we
had received. So much was learned from our amazing faith adventure, and we grew even closer as a
team than we could have ever imagined.
On the last night, as we were packing up to head home, one of the teens came into the ladies' dorm room. She sat with us, smiling, and
remarked about how much she loves our church and all the people who belong there. She stated that she believed God may have given our
church the big burdens to carry that week. She truly believed that we were the only church that could have bounced back and also found
laughter and joy. That statement and the faith statements from so many of our teens that week was worth it all.
Throughout the week in Perry County we met so many people whose lives had been touched and changed forever by ASP. It was clear
that ASP was bringing hope to an area that might otherwise seem hopeless. On Friday morning, we gathered for our last early morning
devotionals together. Joseﬁn Clemdtson said the morning prayer in Swedish. She was concerned that her Swedish was starting to slip a
little since she had been staying with the Harmon family for almost a year. We really didnʼt notice, but we did comment on her new southern accent. This accent will serve her well because she is planning to return from Sweden next summer to join us in Appalachia again.
Also, Nils Hjortnaes played a beautiful rendition of “Amazing Grace” on his viola for everyone. As we all listened to this beautiful rendition while looking out over the mist covered mountains, I was overwhelmed with gratitude. I was truly grateful for Godʼs Amazing Grace
and for the Amazing Team from FCC that had come on this faith building journey with me. Van lost... sorry to say. Faith found... happy
to report.	
										
—Carla Cummings
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Sunday

1

Monday

8 PM AA

2

Tuesday

6:30 PM @Whitman
Field - Men's Softball

Wednesday Thursday
3
4
6:30 AM Men's Bible
Study
7 AM Women's Ministry
9:30 AM @CH - Baking
Group
6 PM Debtors Anonymous
7 PM Journey of Light

9 AM Big Band
10 AM @CH - Hymn
Sing
10 AM Sidetracks

5

Friday

8:15 AM Cook for St.
Vincent
4:15 PM Leave to Serve
at St. Vincent

6

Saturday

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

8 AM Worship in the
Chapel/Communion
10 AM Worship in the
Nave/Communion/Children in Church/Summer
Sunday School/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship

8 AM Worship in the
Chapel
10 AM Worship in
the Nave/Children in
Church/Summer Sunday
School/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship

8 AM Worship in the
Chapel
10 AM Worship in
the Nave/Children in
Church/Summer Sunday
School/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship
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8 AM Worship in the
Chapel
10 AM Worship in
the Nave/Children in
Church/Summer Sunday
School/Nursery
11 AM Coffee Fellowship

9 AM VBS
7 PM Bd/Trustees
8 PM AA

10:30 AM @CH - Singa-Long with Marj
8 PM AA

9 AM Suburban Women's Club of Tosa Bd
7 PM Bd/Fellowship
8 PM AA
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8 PM AA

9 AM VBS
6:30 PM Bd/Deacons

2 PM @CH - Alzheimer's Support Group
5 PM Tosa Quilters

9 AM Retired Men's
Club Bd
7 PM Church Council

6:30 AM Men's Ministry
7 AM Women's Ministry
9 AM VBS
9:30 AM @CH - Baking
Group
4:30 PM Personnel
6 PM Bd/Christian
Education, Debtors
Anonymous
7 PM Journey of Light

6:30 AM Men's Bible
Study
7 AM Women's Ministry
9:30 AM @CH - Baking
Group
6 PM Debtors Anonymous
7 PM Journey of Light

6:30 AM Men’s Ministry
7 AM Women's Ministry
9 AM Cream City Rug
Club

9:30 AM @CH - Baking
Group
6 PM Debtors Anonymous

30

31

6:15 AM @Currie Park
- Men's Golf Outing
7 AM Women's Ministry
9:30 AM @CH - Baking
Group
6 PM Debtors Anonymous

7

9 AM VBS, Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks
6:30 PM Bd/Stewardship & Benevolences

9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

9 AM VBS
10 AM @CH - Huga-Tot

6 PM Drive-in Movie

Vacation Bible School is Just Around the Corner!
First Congregational Church
1511 Church Street - Wauwatosa
414-258-7375

Vacation Bible School
The Adventure will last August 8th – 12th
9 AM – 12 Noon
Where God is Wild About You!

“PANDAMANIA”
And don’t forget to ask your friends, family and neighbors to come too!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registration Form
Complete and return to First Congregational Church, 1511 Church St. Wauwatosa, WI 53213
Name of child(ren)__________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________Phone_______________________________
Grade(s) entering in fall of 2011____________________________ (for children entering JK-6th grade)
Allergies/Health_____________________________________________________________________
Parent(s) name__________________________________ Home Phone(s) ______________________
Cell phone(s)____________________________________Work Phone(s) ______________________
Emergency contact_______________________________ Emergency phone_____________________
Cost: $10.00/first child; $5.00/each additional child; $20/maximum per family
___Yes, I am interested in helping out during VBS. Please check all areas of interest.
___ While volunteering, I will need childcare for my children not yet old enough to participate in VBS.
___teaching

___snacks

___arts/crafts

___games

___where needed

Photographic Release:
I, (print)_______________________________ give consent for any photograph(s) of my child(ren) to
be used for promotional purposes.
Signed: __________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about our Vacation Bible School Program?
___I belong to the church

___I am a guest of____________________________________________
8

WCA PF Summer Camp Recap

This year’s WCA Youth Summer Camp was a huge success for
the 73 campers and 21 staff members in attendance. Seventeen
students represented First Church, and I was fortunate enough
to be involved as a counselor. Camp activities took place at Mt.
Morris Campground in Wautoma from July 10th - 16th, and we
were blessed with great weather throughout the week. The mosquitoes were another story….

Summer Sunday School

•Sunday, August 7, 14, 21, 28 - Summer Sunday School - ages 3
thru entering 3rd grade

Vacation Bible School

•Monday, August 8 - Friday, August 12, 9 AM - Noon
VBS is for kids entering JK thru entering 6th grade. This year,
our program is entitled "PandaMania." Your friends are welcome to enjoy the week with you! What happens when a pack
of fun-loving panda bears invades your church? A wild celebration of God's unconditional love!

Liese and Lili Wareham took part in
MiniKamp, which involves 4th and 5th
grade students. This group ate meals and
worshipped with the older campers; then they branched off to
do their own age-specific activities. Their theme, “I Can Make
a Difference,” was shared through Bible and real life stories,
crafts, and games. Topics of caring and serving, being honest,
loving self and others, persevering, and being grateful and resourceful were just a few of those emphasized during the week.
They made bird houses, built an ark like Noah’s, and baked
cinnamon rolls and Communion bread for the entire camp. This
group brought a wonderful energy to the camp!

—Tonia Wallner, Director of Christian Education

Drive-in Movie - August 26th
RANGO, featuring the voice of
Johnny Depp, is our August
26th feature. Rango is a sheltered chameleon living as an
ordinary family pet facing a
major identity crisis. After all,
how high can you aim when
your whole purpose in life

is to blend in? When Rango
accidentally winds up in the
gritty town of Dirt, suddenly
he finds he stands out! We'll
gather at 6 PM in the Lounge.
$4 gets you all the pizza, popcorn, and lemonade you can
eat! Sign up in the Atrium.

Six of our middle school students, Zoe
Hawthorne, Sarah Jensen, Amelia Moore,
Nathan Restyanszki, Maddie Sawyer, and
Hailey Sgarlata were inspired by a "Change
Your Behavior, Change Your Mind" theme.
Their programming was based off of A.J. Jacobs' book, "The
Year of Living Biblically," where he spent a year following all
700+ rules/laws of the Bible as literally as he could. The middle
school counselors and campers focused on what rules in the
Bible are difficult to follow, which ones feel outdated, and what
they felt were the most important laws still essential to leading
a Christian life. They spent time writing their own commandments, reflecting on how they treat people outside of camp, and
learning ways to improve upon their behavior so they can shine
their light brighter! Many campers from this group said that they
wanted to go home and truly put into action what they learned!
Finally, Molly & Zoe Harmon, Emma Hudson, Megan Jensen,
Ginger Johnson, Colleen & Shannon Rowbottom,
and Stuart & Sydney Vander Velde represented FCC
in the High School camp. The theme was “The Roles
of God,” and the campers looked at God as Parent,
Creator, Teacher, Protector, Healer, Conscience, and
Friend. Small group activities included: writing God’s resume,
coming up with a new creation made from marshmallows and
sticks, creating a moral compass, and defining true friendships.
Cabin devotions were a place for our campers to have discussions about forgiveness, honesty, friendship, and answering the
question of “Who is God?” in their lives. This group was very
supportive of one another, which was so inspiring to see!

Evelyn Stenson (left) helps her younger sister, Edna Milne,
celebrate her 100th birthday.

Edna Turns 100!

A celebration of church member Edna Milne's 100th birthday
was held at Congregational Home on June 13th. Friends attended from Heritage Place Brookfield, where Edna resided prior to
moving into assisted living at the Home in 2009. Friends from
the Home, her family, and her card playing friend, Bob Konrad,
were also present.
It was a special time shared by Edna's sister, church member
Evelyn Stenson, who will be 102 on November 7th. Edna was in
education prior to her employment at Allis Chalmers as an electrical engineer. Evelyn taught in the Milwaukee Public Schools
system. Happy 100th Birthday, Edna!

The thing that impressed me most was the fellowship and bonding of ALL of the campers, regardless of age. It was truly extraordinary, and I believe that God was present with us at every
moment.
—Tonia Wallner, Director of Christian Education
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Church Family

Lectionary Readings

Baptisms
•Gavin Michael Buck, son of Michael & Cam Buck, grandson
of Gordon and Judy Buck, baptized on June 19th
•Rachel Leigh York and Charles Merrill York, III, children of
David and Debbie York, grandchildren of Merrill & Mary York,
great-grandchildren of Burleigh Jacobs, baptized on June 26th

August 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Psalmody . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 10:5-15
Gospel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 14:22-33

Texts Used in Worship

Operating Statement Summary

August 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Genesis 45:1-15
Psalmody . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 133
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Gospel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28

Current Year

Prior Year

$286,114

$340,235

August 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalmody . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 124
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 12:1-8
Gospel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 16:13-20

$356,431

$406,794

Year-to-date as of June 2011

Pledge Base Received
Pledge Income

41.9%

Total Income

$385,081

Net Income

$28,650

Total Expense

43.6%

$433,787
$26,993

Detailed financials are available at the office.

August 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exodus 3:1-15
Psalmody . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Romans 12:9-21
Gospel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 16:21-28

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of the Columns is Friday, August 12 at noon.
Please email articles to Anne Callen at callena@firstchurchtosa.org.
Hard copy may be brought to the church office and left in the Columns mailbox.
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