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Helpers Ann Stacey and Amy Hawthorne taste test 
the delicious pizza served at the Pizza Supper.

Bench in Memory of Jim VerDuin
Several years ago, the church took on a joint project with Milwaukee County to 
clear invasive and unwanted species from a section of land along the Menomonee 
River Parkway, and then to restore it to beauty and hardiness using native plants, 
shrubs, and trees.

When the project began, church member Jim VerDuin worked to clear out the 
unwanted brush from the project area. He loved the physical work of digging, 
chopping, and chipping. And he loved the thought that the area would be an 
inviting one that others would enjoy. Now the brush has been cleared, a path will 
soon be in place, native flowers and shrubs have been planted with more planned, 
and the project continues to move forward. 

Sadly, Jim didn’t live to see the project as it advanced. 
He died in December 2008 at the age of 56.
 

In the section of the project area set aside for a 
“contemplation” space, Jim’s family is proud to place 
a stone bench. Dedicated in Jim’s memory by his family and friends, the stone 
bench honors Jim’s work with the project as well as his need for contemplation 
and peacefulness. The bench was installed last month, and a plaque on the bench 
shows Jim’s name.
 

Jim’s family and friends invite you to sit on the bench for a while, contemplate, 
and enjoy the beauty of nature.

—Jim's family

Editor's note: There is a second bench located in the project area that has been given by Dr. 
Jean Barr, in honor of her aunt, long time church member, Betty Barr. Look for an article of 
dedication written by Dr. Barr and other family members in a fall issue of the Columns. 

Support Our 
Mission Team

It’s hard to believe that a year has 
passed since our Appalachian Service 

Project Mission 
Team was 
formed. In a few 
short weeks the 
team of fourteen 
of our young 

people, and nine adults, will be taking 
off for West Virginia to provide home 
repair assistance to low-income families 
living in the area. It is without ques-
tion that they will engage in a service 
project that will impact their lives and 
foster memories and relationships to 
last a lifetime.

The team members and their families 
have worked hard to fundraise dur-
ing the past year. They supported the 
Circle 13 Rummage Sale, sold coffee, 
made and sold peppermint bark, and 
helped to host the Mardi Gras Auction 
Dinner last February. That’s only men-
tioning a few of their efforts. Most 
recently, to practice their carpentry 
skills, they worked together to build 
a playhouse that they plan to sell for 
additional funding. In addition, each 
young member is responsible for pay-
ing a portion of their own expenses. 
You, the members of FCC, have been 
with them all the way, and through 
your generous support, have made 
this mission trip a reality. Your support 
of their events, sponsorship for the 
purchase of tool kits, and ever-present 
encouragement have meant so much 
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Tailgate Picnic 
Tuesday, June 1, 5:30 PM 
(game starts at 6:30 PM)

Chef John Sgarlata will prepare the tailgate 
fare before the men's softball game. The 
menu includes Brats, Italian Sausage, Hot 
Dogs, Green Olive Salad and Italian Pasta 
Salad. We do need some volunteers to 
bring desserts! Please call the church office 
at 414-258-7375 by Thursday, May 27 if you 
plan on attending. Pre-paid reservations 
only, please. (You can mail-in or drop-off 
a check.) Cost: age 10 and up/$6, age 6 - 
9/$4, 5 and under/free.

This summer, the Wisconsin Congregational Association welcomes ALL 4th - 12th graders 
for a week of faith, friends, and fellowship! Registration begins on Sunday, July 11 at 3 PM 
and camp ends on Saturday, July 17 at 12 Noon. Camp meets at Mt. Morris Camp and Con-
ference Center, just north of Wautoma, Wisconsin. Download your information/registration 
forms at http://wiscongregational.net/youth.

Senior High Camp (for students who have completed 9th - 12th grade)
Theme: How are Our Lives a Great Story? Director: Rev. Doug Gray

Junior High Camp (for students who have completed 6th - 8th grade)
Theme: If God had a Favorite Room, Where Would it be? Director: Kayla Roble

A Not So Mini Kamp (for students who have completed 4th - 5th grade)
Theme: Fruits of the Spirit... Gonna Make This Garden Grow! Director: Karin Armbruster

WCA Summer Camp Happens in July

Vacation Bible School
August 2 - 4

5:30 PM
for children entering JK - 6th grade

We'll begin at 5:30 PM with a light supper. 
The program, entitled "Creation," begins at 
6 PM. Watch for registration/information 
forms coming soon!

(left) Tonia Wallner and 
Carrie Sgarlata and (be-
low) Liese Wareham serve 
pizza at the May 7th supper 
sponsored by Circle 13.

Vacation Bible School

The children 
presented their 
programs on 

Children's Sunday 
held May 16th.

continued from page one

to the team. 

On Sunday, June 13, they will be commis-
sioned as a mission team during the 10 
AM worship service. We hope as many of 
you as possible will be present for this spe-
cial event. They depart from the church 

parking lot at 8 AM on Saturday, June 19. 
I know they'd appreciate a "fond farewell" 
from anyone who could be there then 
also. May God bless these people who are 
truly living our covenant and have chosen 
to "reach out to those in need." 

—Cindy Payette
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Be What You Promised When You Stood Before God

It seems odd to be writ-
ing what is, essentially, 

my last article for THE 
COLUMNS. When I 
accepted the call to be your 
Minister in February 2002 
and began my work here 
that June, it was my thought 
that this would be my final 
call and that I would retire 
from here. However, God 
works in ways that none 
of us can comprehend. 
So, after eight years of, 
I believe, good ministry 
here at First Church, and 
sixteen years away from 
full-time academic life, I 
am returning to the class-
room. Of course, it was not 
an easy decision. Anything 
that calls us to change our 
accustomed pattern of life 
and work never is, is it? 
Still, I believe what John 
Henry Newman said in his 
Development of Doctrine: 
“In a higher world it is oth-
erwise, but here below to 
live is to change, and to be 
perfect is to have changed 
often.” So, I am embracing 
change, again, in order to 
continue to grow, hoping 
to become the person and 
the minister God called me 
to be. 

As I look back over my 
time, both as your Teaching 
Minister and then as your 

Minister, at First Church I 
have many good feelings. 
There are good people 
here who have welcomed, 
befriended, engaged and, 
yes, challenged me. We 
have shared much together 
and, I believe, have grown 
together in seeking God’s 
will and God’s way in this 
place. During these past 
eight years as the Minister 
here I have been greatly 
blessed to work with some 
very fine folks on staff and 
in leadership. While there 
may have been some ups 
and downs along the way, 
there have been far more 
ups, more positives, which 
have helped to make a 
difference in the life of 
this Church and accom-
plished good things in the 
broader community, both 
of Wauwatosa and of the 
Congregational Way. 

In my time among you I 
pray God that I have taught 
the truth of the Gospel. I 
know that there are some 
folks out there who have 
chafed at my “high church” 
orientation and emphasis 
on traditional doctrinal 
orthodoxy. In spite of the 
chafing – and what good 
relationships are there 
where this isn’t a little rub? 
– we have done good work 
together and have made a 
difference in this commu-
nity and in various parts of 
the world. (My mind goes 
to the Congregational sym-
posia, the various mission 
outreaches and support of 
educational work in the US, 
Myanmar and elsewhere.) 
Initially I thought to do the 
“list and reflect” thing that 
we are so often tempted 
to do when our tenure 
in a position is coming 

to a close. However, that 
becomes more like a self 
pat on the back and a pro-
jected to-do list for one’s 
successor. So, I’m not going 
to do that. What I am going 
to do is offer my thoughts 
on some substantive issues, 
which I hope that you will 
address as you look for the 
next minister to lead you 
to that level of ministry to 
which God is calling this 
church. 

One dear lady said to me, 
“We never talked much 
about the covenant until 
you came.” I can leave satis-
fied if the people of this 
church realize that they 
are a covenanted people. 
The core concept of the 
Congregational way of 
being/doing church is the 
covenant. The covenant 
is more-than-a-contract, 
more-than-a-promise, it’s a 
relationship which binds, 
transforms and empowers 
those who enter into it. 
God has said, repeatedly, 
“I will be your God and 
you will be my people” 
– that’s God’s extension 
of covenant relationship, 
which was then sealed 
to us in God-man, Jesus 
Christ. In Jesus we see just 
how serious God is about 
this relationship and what 
love it takes to make it 
work. The church is, as 
Paul tells us, “the body of 
Christ.” So, we are more 
than hangers-on in a loose 
voluntary organization, but 
those who covenant in the 
church are substantially 
joined to Christ and make 
Christ present. The cov-
enant, then, is more than 
a nicety for new member 
Sundays. The covenant is 
supposed to be guiding the 

way the people of the First 
Congregational Church 
of Wauwatosa are living 
every day of every week. 
Remember the covenant, 
what it means and what it 
makes you as a church.

Out of the covenant rela-
tionship grows service. 
This church isn’t a country 
club – or any other kind of 
club – with a steeple. This 
is a body of Christ-followers 
who understand that they 
are loved and cared for and 
that they will, in their turn, 
be called to love and care 
for other people. Somehow 
we – and here I think of 
churches all over, not just 
this one – have to move 
from this notion of “fee 
for service” or “what do I 
get out of it” that cripples 
the mainline churches in 
the US. So the notion of 
“voluntary” has to move 
beyond what is convenient, 
etc. to the reality that God 
has acted on our wills – the 
Latin voluntas from which 
voluntary comes – and 
made them one with his. 
Isn’t that what we pray for? 
“THY WILL BE DONE, on 
earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Open yourselves to live 
God’s will and simply do 
and be what you have 
promised when you stood 
before God and the congre-
gation to say, “As followers 
of Jesus Christ. . .”

Please don’t give up on 
growing the endowment 
and building a culture of 
stewardship. We have done 
well in this area and grown, 
but there is more to be 
done. The Gilbert Society is 
a great opportunity to culti-
vate planned giving. This

Minister's Musings
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Associate’s Column
A FOUNDER’S BLESSING

Even though every church is an 
embodiment of Jesus, its head, there 
are founders who put their time and 
energy into the local church start. A 
founder wrote to one church, which 
he 
started, 
with 
these 
words, 
“In our 
prayers 
for you 
we always 
thank 
God, the 
Father of 
our Lord 
Jesus 
Christ, for we have heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of the love that you have 
for all the saints, because of the hope laid 
up for you in heaven.” Imagine, and it 
is not hard to do, that our founders 
of the First Congregational Church 
of Wauwatosa would now, in 2010, 
write the same message to us: ‘That 
we, the founders of our Congregation 
in Wauwatosa, thank God for the ani-
mated faith of each and every member 
of this great church --- and we thank 
God for the love we've shown for one 

another – all because of the hope that 
we have in and through Jesus.’

The founder of that church in 
Colossae, also continued to write, 
“. . . we have not ceased praying for you 
and asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wis-
dom and understanding, so that you may 
lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleas-
ing to him, as you bear fruit in every good 
work and as you grow in the knowledge of 
God.” In the spirit of that writing, even 
though decade upon decade ago, it 
continues to be the goal and prayer of 
every member of Christ’s Body, and, 
specifically at First Church, in all that 
we do in and about church, that we 
be filled with a thorough understand-
ing of the ways in which God works, 
which, as is said, “. . . is the begin-
ning of wisdom.”* This is our time of 
spiritual wisdom, whether we are in 
worship, Discovery Hour, workshops, 
confirmation classes, Sunday School, 
Pilgrim Fellowship, pizza parties, mov-
ies, plant sales, fundraisers, contribu-
tions to assist others, or in general 
fellowship. It is our prayer that the 
Holy Spirit be vibrant in every func-
tion wherein we interact with God and 
his people as we learn more about 
ourselves, each other, and are given 
opportunities for deeper insight into 

the divine.

Paul, the founder of the Colossian 
church then pronounced a blessing 
upon its members when he said, “May 
you be made strong with all the strength 
that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything 
with patience, while joyfully giving thanks 
to the Father, who has enabled you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in 
the light.” When I read Paul’s bless-
ing, it is my hope that it may also be 
the continued blessing upon our 
Congregational Church, that each 
of us be strong in the glory-strength 
which God’s grace makes available to 
each of us. For it is in that strength 
that we are helped to endure the 
unendurable. It is that strength which 
spills over into joy. It is in that glory-
strength that we are able to thank God 
for everything bright and beautiful 
that he has created for us.

*Psalm 111:9-10; Proverbs 1:7; and Proverbs 
9:9-11. All quotations to the church in Colossae 
are taken from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians, 
Chapter 1.

—Rev. Barry W. Szymanski, J.D.
Associate Minister of Pastoral Care & 
Spiritual Formation 

continued from page three

church is so very rich in history and so blessed with an 
excellent facility, it needs to continue to minister and serve 
as it has in this place since 1842 and on this spot since 1853. 
Please include the church in your long-range financial 
planning; it needs everyone to make it work. 

I’m going over my limit, I know, but I want to simply close 
by saying thank you. Thank you for worshiping, praying and 
working with me. Thank you for opening your hearts to me. 
Thank you for engaging me, challenging me, making me 
think and thank you for learning with me. If I have done, 
as scripture says, “aught against any” – I beg your forgive-
ness; and I freely forgive any who done “aught against” me. 
I leave the First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa with 
a full heart and good memories. You are a good, strong 

church and you will find just the right person – under the 
Spirit’s guidance – to take you to the next level of ministry. 
You will be in my heart.

Wishing you God’s great mercy and peace, I have been 
blessed to be:

Your minister, 
Steve

—Rev. Steven A. Peay, Ph.D.
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As you should know by now, Reverend Peay submitted his resignation to us on April 21st. His last day as Senior Minister of 
First Congregational Church will be June 30th. On Sunday morning, April 25, I made a few comments to the congregation, 
which I’ll attempt to restate here.  

Steve is leaving us in very good shape and we’re all grateful for the positive impact he’s had on our church over the past 
eight years. While it’ll never be the same without him, we wish him nothing but the best as he moves into an exciting new 
chapter of his life as an Associate Professor of Church History at Nashotah House.

We’re blessed with two fine ministers and a dedicated office staff who are committed to serving the ongoing needs of the 
church. As your past, vice, and present moderators, Jim Benz, John O’Meara and I will be more actively involved in support-
ing the office and clergy as needed. Steve is diligently working with each of us to ensure that all the i’s are dotted and the 
t’s are crossed before he leaves so that we can operate as smoothly and effectively as possible. We’re going to do our best to 
make sure that all of the bases are covered, but if something falls through the cracks from an operational standpoint, I’d 
like to thank you in advance for (a) your patience and/or (b) your willingness to step in and help.

We are NOT going to replace Steve Peay. Steve is one-of-a-kind who can never be replaced. We ARE, however, going to 
find an excellent new Senior Minister. So what is this new Senior Minister going to be like and when will he or she join our 
church? Will we bring an Interim Minister on board until our new Senior Minister starts? Personnel and the Governing 
Board will be working through these decisions in the next several weeks. To properly set expectations, this process will likely 
take between six and twelve months. I think a goal should be to have our new Senior Minister on board by no later than 
June 1, 2011. I know that seems like a long time, but there is no need to rush through such an important process.

We want to be thorough, yet keep the process moving. Steve uses the phrase ‘festina lente’ which is Latin for “make haste 
slowly.” That pretty much sums up how the process will unfold. Here is a high-level timeline (subject to change).   

*MAY
 •Ministers and staff develop a comprehensive list of activities performed on a regular or as-needed 
basis and assign primary responsibilities. This will help to ensure that we’ve covered the bases, and it 
reduces the likelihood of something falling through the cracks.
 •Jim Benz and I had an initial conversation with a consultant from the Alban Institute to apprise her of the situa-
tion and discuss at a high level what type of guidance and services we may want from them. At the time of this writing, it’s 
expected that we should receive a proposal from them by May 21st. The Alban Institute consults with churches all over 
the country. Per their web site, “Alban stands at the forefront of knowledge and experience regarding congregational 
vitality and positive trends across denominations and faith traditions. Our work is helping shape the strong congregations 
of tomorrow.” I strongly believe that “of tomorrow” are two critical words in that previous sentence. We’re already strong.  
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa is steeped in tradition. This is a wonderful place. I think that all of us want to 
preserve the heritage of our church while at the same time, listen intently to what the needs of our members are mov-
ing forward. The consultant from the Alban Institute will facilitate “listening sessions” to provide our members with the 
opportunity to provide their input on what they’d like to see (or not see) in our next Senior Minister. We’ll marry that 
information with the knowledge and insight that Alban brings to the table through their research and interactions with 
congregations from across the country. The result will be a profile that we’ll use to evaluate prospective candidates for the 
Senior Minister position.

*JUNE
 •Listening Sessions will occur in the first half of June. We’ll give as much advanced notice as possible and will strive 
to set up meetings at a variety of times to accommodate varying schedules. That said, these listening sessions will likely 
be limited to two consecutive days in June. In speaking with the Alban consultant, she suggests that for a congregation of 
our size, we should have at least 60 members participate in these small-group sessions. Additionally, she would also like to 
conduct a session with staff and another with the Governing Board.
 •A profile should be ready by the end of June. This coincides nicely with the NA Annual Meeting that is taking 
place at the end of June. Barry Szymanski and Nancy Holz will be our delegates and can bring several copies with them to 
share with the other attendees from across the country.

*JULY
 •Search Committee is formed. Several of you have expressed interest in participating on the Search Committee. We 
have discussed creating a committee of 12 members who represent a good cross-section of the church.    
 •The position is “posted” in various media in order to maximize the number of candidates who apply.

Update on the Search Process
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continued from page five

*AUGUST – FIRST DAY OF EMPLOYMENT
 •Applicant evaluations. The profile will serve as the filter that all applicants must be evaluated through.    
 •Short list of candidates are interviewed.
 •Finalist is selected and offer is made.
 •Upon acceptance, it’s common practice for a minister to give his or her current congregation 60 days notice.   

So, as you can see, the absolute best case scenario is that our new Senior Minister will be on board in January or February. 
More than likely, it will be closer to the June 1st target. Obviously we would like this process to take as short a time as pos-
sible, but it’s critical that we take our time to get it right. If any of you have questions, concerns, or input, please feel free to 
contact me at any time. My home phone is 414-771-0431. My e-mail address is mblazich@yahoo.com. I’ll do my best to keep 
the congregation as up-to-date as I can with the proceedings and I’m counting on you to contribute your thoughts and ideas 
to help us develop the profile that will guide our evaluation.

Change is a good thing! I’m excited about the process and about what lies ahead for this wonderful congregation.   

—Marc Blazich, Moderator

Governance Update
On May 2nd, I facilitated an “Update Meeting,” which pro-
vided a forum for our members to express their thoughts 
on the governance changes which were put in place last 
fall. The current governance structure is reflected in the 
new bylaws which can be found on the front page of the 
church web site (http://firstchurchtosa.org/documents/
DRAFT5a_ProposedBYLAWSFCC_August192009.pdf). If 
you would like a printed copy of the new (or old) bylaws, 
please contact the church office.

Today, we have roughly 50 people on boards and commit-
tees. In the past, that number was closer to 110. Those 110 
people generally signed up for a three-year commitment to 
serve on a board or committee. They also were in a position 
of both setting policy and direction AND doing the work. 
Three years is a significant commitment of one’s time. This 
was perceived by some of our members as a roadblock to 
getting involved. 

The intent of the new governance structure was to make 
it easier to get people involved. Terms on boards are now 
one year, not three (the hope is that individuals choose 
to remain on their board beyond their first year, but their 
commitment is truly in one year increments). As it was in 
the past, board members are expected to set policy and 
direction; however, under the new structure, the “work” is 
expected to be done by members of the church. 

The office staff and Jennifer Wareham have done a very 
good job of leveraging the church administrative software 
application to maintain a database that contains time and 
talent information provided to them by our members. As 
the boards require activities to be performed, the database 
is used to identify people who have expressed interest in do-
ing specific activities such as greeting, serving communion, 

serving coffee hour, etc. Jennifer has been working for the 
church as a part-time “Membership Coordinator” to make 
the phone calls and send out e-mails regarding upcoming 
needs for help.

There were a number of people who expressed their 
thoughts on how the new governance process is working 
so far. Several people commented that e-mail is not an 
effective means to seek assistance. They felt that personal 
contacts (phone calls) are an opportunity not only to ask 
for help, but they foster relationship building. Do you have 
the time and talent to make phone calls? Then I encourage 
you to contact the office to let them know that you’d like 
to help out by signing up for phone calling duties on an as-
needed basis. If we have 12 people sign up, you theoretical-
ly would only be making calls for four or five weeks per year. 
The Membership Coordinator would then be facilitating 
the calling process (giving you your calling assignments), 
not actually making the calls.  

A concern was raised about board continuity. This was 
discussed by the Governance Committee early on, but we 
failed to include a provision in the bylaws to address the 
issue. In theory, if everyone on a board has a one-year 
commitment, the entire board could turn over leaving the 
newly formed board in a tough position. I believe a simple 
fix is to deviate from the one-year commitment for vice-
chairperson positions. Each year, a vice-chairperson will be 
named for each board. These people would commit to a 
two-year team. In year two, they would become the board 
chairperson.

While the bulk of the discussion focused on what’s not 
working smoothly, the point was raised toward the end of 
the session that there is plenty that is going great. People 
are getting involved when asked. Member involvement 
strengthens the connection between our members and 

continued on page eight
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
5:30 PM @Hart Park - 
Tailgate Party
6:30 PM @Hart Park - 
Men's SoftballGame
7 PM Boy Scouts

2
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous 

3
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

4
8:15 AM Cook for St. 
Vincent's
4:15 PM Serve at St. 
Vincent's

5

6
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel
10 AM Youth Sunday 
in the Nave/Senior 
Recognition/Children in 
Church/Nursery care
11 AM Coffee Fellowship 
4 PM @Galfano's - ASP 
Mission Trip Training

7
9 AM Suburban Women's 
Club of Tosa Bd
8 PM AA

8
7 PM Boy Scouts
9:30 PM @Whitman Field 
- Men's Softball Game

9
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry
9 AM Cream City 
Rug Club, Ecumenical 
Meeting
4:30 PM Personnel
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
7 PM Faith and fiFilm

10
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

11
10 AM @CH - Hug-a-Tot

12

13
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel/Communion 
10 AM Worship in the 
Nave/Communion/
Commission ASP Mis-
sion Team/Children in 
Church/Nursery care
11 AM Coffee Fellowship 
4 PM @Galfano's - ASP 
Mission Team Potluck 
Supper

14
7 PM Bd/Trustees 
8 PM AA

15
2 PM @CH - Alzheimer's 
Support Group
5 PM Tosa Quilters
7 PM Boy Scouts
8:30 PM @Hart Park - 
Men's Softball Game

16
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
10 AM @Harwood - 
Communion & Chat
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous 
7 PM @VINO 100 - 
Theology Uncorked

17
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

18 19
8 AM ASP Mission Team 
Departs 
9 AM New Member 
Class

20
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel
10 AM Father's Day 
Worship in the Nave/
New Members join/
Children in Church/
Nursery care
11 AM Coffee Fellowship 

21
8 PM AA

22
9:30 & 10:30 AM - 
Music Jamboree
6:30 PM @Whitman Field 
- Men's Softball Game
7 PM Governing Board, 
Boy Scouts

23
6:30 AM Men's Ministry
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous

24
9 AM Big Band
10 AM Sidetracks

25
6 PM Drive-in Movie

26
9:30 & 10:30 AM - 
Music Jamboree

27
8 AM Worship in the 
Chapel 
10 AM Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/Nursery care
11 AM Special Coffee 
Fellowship for Steve & 
Julie Peay
3 PM ASP Mission Team 
Returns

28
8 PM AA

29
9:30 & 10:30 AM Music 
Jamboree
7 PM Boy Scouts
8:30 PM @Hart Park - 
Men's Softball Game

30
6:45 AM @Currie Park 
- Men's 5th Wednesday 
Golf Outing
6 PM Debtors Anony-
mous
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Governance Update continued
the church. I’ve been a member of the church for 21 years, but I feel like I’ve truly been a member for about 12 years dat-
ing back to the time when I began serving on the Stewardship Board. I’ve met many wonderful people and have developed 
several friendships as a result of getting involved. Had I sat on the sidelines, my life would be much less enriched.

By January, our members need to decide whether to keep the current governance structure in place (with modifications 
based on lessons learned during this interim period) or revert back to the old structure. I personally do not want us to 
revert back, but it will be up to you and your fellow members to make that decision. If the decision is to go back to the 
previous structure, the Nominating Committee is going to have their work cut out for them to fill out a slate of 110 board 
members to serve three-year terms.

Time is the new currency. We need to be cognizant of that and make it easier for people to contribute their time and talents 
in shorter increments to serve the needs of the church. In my mind, the way communion was served on May 2nd should 
become the new standard. Think about how many phone calls and e-mails were avoided by simply asking for eight members 
to contribute ten minutes of their time to serve communion that day. Change, for the sake of making change, is pointless. 
Change, for the sake of making it easier for our members to live out our covenant, is a great thing.    

—Marc Blazich, Moderator

Reception for Steve and Julie Peay
On Sunday, June 27, Rev. Dr. Steven A. Peay will be preaching his last sermon as the Senior 
Minister of First Congregational Church. 

Following the 10 AM service there will be a special Coffee Hour/reception in the Social Hall 
to honor Steve and his ministry here. Please join us as we say a fond farewell and thank you 
to him and Julie for all they have given to our faith community during his tenure at FCC.

It’s summertime and you 
know what that means! 
It’s time for Theology 
Uncorked. 

Please join members 
of First Congregational 
Church and Trinity 
Episcopal at VINO 100 
for an informal discussion 
about how our understand-
ing of theology influences 
our response to the world 
we live in. 

The Rev. Gary Manning of 
Trinity Episcopal and The 
Rev. Jan Kwiatkowski of 

First Congregational will 
facilitate the discussions. 

We’ll gather on three 
Wednesdays this summer at 
7 PM:

June 16
July 21
August 18 

VINO 100 is located at 1442 
Underwood Avenue. 

Bring a friend or two with 
you!  

Faith and Film - “Frozen River” (R)
Wednesday, June 9, 7 PM

Set in a real-life smuggling zone on a Native 
American reservation, the movie is about a work-
ing class mom who is strapped for money and 
deserted by her husband. Desperate, she teams 

up with a widowed Mohawk woman to smuggle immigrants 
across the frozen St. Lawrence River in the trunk of a car. A 
last trip causes them to reconsider their moral values. 

Drive-in Movie - “Tooth Fairy” (PG)
Friday, June 25, 6 PM

A whimsical tale about a rough and tough hockey 
player who must spend one week as the tooth 
fairy. Even though he must sport frilly wings and 
learn the magical tricks of the trade from his 

silver-winged superiors, he is determined to do the job HIS 
way and prove he's got what it takes! 

Theology Uncorked Movies at First
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Operating Statement Summary 
Year-to-date as of April 2010

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received 27.2% 32.6%
Pledge Income $213,993 $262,733
Total Income  $304,097 $323,250
Total Expense  $289,271 $256,377

Net Income $14,826 $66,873

Detailed financials are available at the office. 

Emergency Household Drive Men's Tuesday Night Softball

Saturday, June 19, 9 AM - 12 PM 
If there is sufficient interest, Dr. Peay will lead a New 
Member Class on Saturday, June 19. New Members will 
join on Sunday, June 20. If you are interested in learning 
more about our church and Congregationalism in par-
ticular, we would welcome you at this class. Please contact 
the church office at 414-258-7375.

The men are playing softball in the Tuesday Night Church 
League. Come on out and support the team! Listed below 
is their schedule for June.

June 1    6:30 PM Hart Park

June 8    9:30 PM Whitman Field

June 15    8:30 PM Hart Park

June 22    6:30 PM Whitman Field

June 29    8:30 PM Hart Park

A family well-known to Dave Swanson, is facing difficult and 
emergent circumstances. A killer mold, like those found 
in New Orleans after Katrina, was discovered hiding in the 
walls of the family home, making the family ill. The family 
consists of a mom, dad, and two girls, ages five and three. 
The family had to leave their home immediately after a 
physician at Froedtert Hospital told them they could not 
return.

Currently the family is staying at a Residence Inn on the 
south side of Milwaukee where they have been for over a 
month. As this has unfolded, they found out that they will 
never be able to return to their home and their possessions 
that are fabric and/or cannot be boiled are no longer 
useable. This means not only clothes, but everything in the 
house that is, or contains, fabric is lost to the family.

Dave called me, asking if I knew of any resources (due to 
my counseling background) that might help. I immediately 
thought of the resource that I am coming to know so well
. . . the members of First Congregational Church. I met 
with the dad and the two girls, asked what they needed and 
how we might be able to help. Together we came up with a 
list of the most immediate things the family needs.

That list has been converted to slips of paper on a board 
in the Atrium. You are invited to take a slip of paper, which 
holds the name of a needed item, and purchase that item 
for the family. Items will be categorized by room (kitchen, 
bath, bedroom) and by family member (size, color).

Items should be brought to the church on or before Youth 
Sunday (June 6th). We will make arrangements to get 
everything to the family. By then, they should be close to 
having a place to live.

For those of you who would rather 
give a gift certificate, a list of stores is 
included on the board in the Atrium. 

I’ve been told a wonderful story of 
how the members of this church 
amassed 27 cartons of supplies over 
Christmas one year for soldiers who 
lost everything in a convoy that was 
flooded when a dry riverbed became 

a river again. I think it’s fair to say that this family’s life has 
capsized also. They are thankful already that our church 
members would do this for strangers. That is what we are 
called to do. Thank you in advance for what I know will be 
a generous outpouring.

—Rev. Jan Kwiatkowski, M.S., M.F.T.

New Member Class

·clothing for adults
·clothing for
  children
·bedding

First Church Family Camp
Dates: Friday evening, August 6 - Saturday, August 7
Location: Lutherdale Ministries Camp in Elkhorn, WI
Check out their website at: www.lutherdale.org
•Yurts (wooden floors with canvas tops and sides) sleep 8 
people at a cost of $10/person.
•Tent camping is $20.00 per tent. You supply the tent!
•We will have a place for our own outdoor campfire where 
we can cook our own food. 
•The cost for the lifeguard is $30/hour. We plan on having 
the lifeguard from 12:30 – 4:30 PM on Saturday. 
•The deadline to sign up is Sunday, July 11.



Deaths
Karlyne Meyer, who passed away May 5, 2010

LaVerne Merkel, who passed away May 6, 2010

Neal Schowalter, who passed away May 17, 2010

USPS 010-493
Periodical
Postage
PAID

Milwaukee, WI 
53203-9998

The First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa
1511 Church Street
Wauwatosa, WI 53213-2593

Dated Material - Please deliver immediately.

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of the Columns is 
Friday, June 11 at noon.

Please email articles to Anne Callen at callena@firstchurchtosa.org. 
Hard copy may be brought to the church office 

and left in the Columns mailbox.

Church Family Lectionary Readings
Texts Used in Worship
June 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 Kings 17:8-24
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 46
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Galatians 11:11-24
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Luke 7:11-17

June 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Third Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Kings 21:1-21a
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 5:1-8
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Galatians 2:15-21
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Luke 7:36-8:3

June 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Kings 19:1-15a
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 42
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Galatians 3:23-29
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Luke 8:26-39

June 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
New Testament .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Luke 9:51-62

Delicious toppings and ice cream were enjoyed at the Ice Cream Social.


