
As you’ve heard in 
the media, our return-
ing military men and 
women are suffering 
in alarming numbers 
from various manifesta-
tions of Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
and other war-related 
trauma, often surfacing 
as suicide, drug abuse 
and alcoholism. While 
various physical and 
emotional support ser-
vices are available to vets 
and their families, there 
often is not good spiri-
tual support available.

The Wauwatosa 
Minister’s Association 
is sponsoring a heal-
ing service for vets and 
their families where 
they might come and 
experience the balm of 
worship and spiritual 
community. Our church 
is hosting this event on 
the Saturday after Vet-
eran’s Day, Nov. 15.

A dialogue precedes 
the service, featuring Dr. 
John Zemler of Mar-
quette University. Dr. 
Zemler is a doctoral-lev-
el theologian and mili-
tary veteran who encour-
ages the church to offer 
its healing arts to veter-
ans. Dr. Zemler himself 
has PTSD and has been 
healed—not necessar-
ily cured—through the 
Biblical witness and the 
church’s liturgy.

The public will be 
invited to this as well as 
vets and we especially 
encourage FCC mem-
bers to come out and 
support this ministry of 
healing.

Saturday Nov. 15
at FCC
5 p.m.

Dr. John D. Zemler
Marquette University

speaks on Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) among veterans. 
Dr. Zemler is both an 
academic theologian 
(with a Ph.D. in Bibli-
cal Theology) and a 
military veteran. He 
speaks explicitly of 

his own struggles with 

PTSD, and the need to 
better welcome return-
ing veterans who often 
bear the pain of PTSD-

related symptoms.

6 p.m.
Pot-Luck Dinner

7 p.m.
Healing Service

An ecumenical  
healing service for 

veterans, their families 
and friends, facilitated 

by the clergy of the 
Wauwatosa Ministers 

Association, and open 
to the public. 

You are invited to any 
and all events.
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Thanksgiving 
Worship

Thursday Nov. 29
9 a.m.	 Worship in the Puritan Style

Saturday Nov. 30
ReGenerations does not meet:  
Celebrate with your family!

Sunday Nov. 23
8 a.m.	 Contemplative Service
9 a.m.	 Discovery Hour for Kids, Teens, Adults
10 a.m.	 Traditional Worship
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Faith and Film:
Why do we have to die?
Stranger Than Fiction (2006)
Friday, Nov. 14 
7:30 p.m., Lounge

Harold Crick leads a monotonous and repetitive life, until one day 
when he begins to hear an author inside his head narrating his life 
with accurate detail. When the narration reveals that in the story of 
his life, the author is going to have his character killed, Harold must 
find the author to convince her to change the ending of the story 
before it is too late.

A gripping moral tale, with themes of the interconnectedness of humanity, inevitability 
of death, the passionate ties between humans and God (or character and author). Stars 
Will Ferrell, Maggie Gyllenhaal, Dustin Hoffman, Queen Latifah and Emma Thompson. 
Rated PG-13 for some disturbing images, sexuality, brief language and nudity. Filmed on 
location in Chicago.

Fall Clean-Up Day is Nov. 8
Can you spare a couple of 

hours? Maybe even more? 
The annual fall church 
clean-up day will be on 
Saturday, Nov. 8. The leaves 
will be off the trees, the 
Badgers don’t have a home 
game that day, and soccer 
season will be wound down. 
It’s the perfect weekend for 
helping out at church. The 
Board of Trustees is looking 
for volunteers of all ages to 
spend all or part of the day 
sprucing things up – inside 
and out. 

What can you accomplish 
in a couple of hours? Plenty!  
There are projects for any 
and all skill levels. Sunday 
school room furniture and 
toys in the nursery need 
scrubbing. All of the wood-
work in the nave needs a 
good cleaning and windows 
need washing in all of the 
rooms. Furniture in the Par-
lor, Library, and Friendship 
Lounge needs cleaning and 
polishing. The kitchen also 
needs to have cupboards 
and appliances cleaned.

 

Outdoor activities include 
lawn and garden work. 
Please bring along your 
lawn tools, carts, and lad-
ders. We want to remove the 
annuals from the flower-
beds and trim and shape 
the perennials, shrubs and 
trees.  First floor windows 
on the outside really need 
to be washed. Window wells 
can be cleaned and those 
windows can be washed 
also. Some painting and 
caulking projects may need 
to be done. 

For those who have spe-
cial skills you might want to 
contact Richard Raymond 
in advance, and he can give 
you a special assignment.

Children are welcome! It 
is a wonderful way for them 
to use their energy and 
give something back to the 
church. They can work with 

their parents, other adults, 
or youth depending on their 
level of independence. 

The schedule is:

•	 Donuts and coffee at  
	 8 a.m.

•	 Work starts anytime 
	  after that.

•	 Lunch will be served.

•	 The day will be finished  
	 by 1 p.m.

We always need help in 
the afternoon to get things 
put away so the church is 
ready for worship on Sunday 
morning. 

Please join us for a day, 
or for a couple of hours, of 
fellowship and fun. Sign up 
tables will be in the Atrium 
on Oct. 26 and Nov. 2, 
or you can register at the 
church office. See you on 
Nov. 8!
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“Now thank we all our 
God With heart and hands 
and voices, who wondrous 
things hath done, In whom 
His world rejoices…”

If it’s November, then it’s 
time for Congregational-
ists to once again reflect on 
our heritage as the Lord’s 
free people. We’ve talked 
enough about our history 
to know that our roots are 
more than the ‘Pilgrims,’ 
though they still have the 
most romantic appeal for 
us. Still, it’s good to take 
the time to look back and 
to think about whence 
we’ve come so that we can 
look ahead to where we’re 
headed. Many folks have 
said to me, “What is Con-
gregationalism?” Well, it’s 
important for us to remem-
ber what the learned Con-
gregational historian, Rev. 
Arvel M. Steece, has said, 
“There was a time when 
people did not call us ‘the 
Congressional Church!’”

Our Congregational Way 
is a coming together of two 
strains of the Puritans, the 
movement to ‘purify’ or 
bring the English Church 
into the fullness of the 
Reformation. Some felt 
the need to separate from 
what they perceived as 

an impure Church, while 
others wanted to stay in 
the Church and work for 
reform from inside. Ameri-
can Congregationalism is 
the result of those sepa-
ratist and non-separatist 
strains coming together 
and is expressed in our 
great charter document 
The Cambridge Platform 
(1648). At one point the 
Congregational Churches 
dominated the Ameri-
can religious scene, but 
this shifted during the 
nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. 

The Congregational-
ists remained prominent, 
however, and influenced 
American government and 
education on many fronts. 
From the nineteenth cen-
tury on, the Congregation-
alists were committed to a 
broadly inclusive, ecumeni-
cal stance. Standing on 
the graves of the Pilgrims 
at Burial Hill, Plymouth 
in 1865 they declared, 
“We will work with anyone 
who owns the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ.” This open-
ness led to an orientation 
toward organic mergers, 
which eventually led to 
the merger controversy 
of the 1940s and 1950s. 
The result of the ‘merger’ 
was the United Church of 
Christ, the Conservative 
Congregational Christian 
Conference and our own 
National Association of 
Congregational Christian 
Churches. Two denomi-
national bodies came 
together and four – if we 
count the non-aligned 
Churches – came out of it. 

Our Church comes 
out of this rich history. 
Eleven pioneers who had 
come from Massachu-
setts, upstate New York 
and other parts of New 
England brought their 
faith with them to the 
Wisconsin woods. In March 
of 1842 they gathered in 
the Gilbert family cabin 
and “gathered” the First 
Congregational Church 
of Wauwatosa. They were 
served for a while by Rev. 
John J. Miter from the 
Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Milwaukee and 
the Rev. Hiram Marsh 
from the American Home 
Missionary Society and 
worshipped in various 
homes. In 1845 the Rev. 
Luther Clapp, fresh out 
of Andover Seminary and 
newly married, came out 
under the auspices of the 
American Home Mission-
ary Society. In 1848 the 
congregation was able to 
call him as their “settled” 
minister. (There is a won-
derful story of how Deacon 
Richard Gilbert, when in-
formed that people didn’t 
think they could support 
a full-time settled min-
ister, told fellow Church 
members that he would 
be putting his farm up for 
sale and moving back East. 
He said that he couldn’t 
stay in a place where 
Christian faith wasn’t a 
priority. Everyone present 
was moved by his commit-
ment and, surprisingly, 
more than enough money 
was found to support the 
new minister!) Rev. Clapp 
served the congregation 
and the community tire-

lessly, including helping to 
start Wauwatosa’s first high 
school in the parsonage 
living room, until 1874. He 
then served as the “district 
evangelist” helping to start 
and support other Congre-
gational Churches until 
his retirement. He died in 
1894 as a member of First 
Congregational Church. 

The Church purchased 
land from the Hart family 
in 1853 and constructed 
their first meeting house 
on it that same year. The 
building was added to in 
1870 and was redone in 
Queen Anne (also some-
times known as carpenter 
gothic) style in the 1880s. 
The new nave was started 
in 1919 and occupied in 
1921. The education and 
office building was added 
in 1959. Over the years 
the building has been 
well-used for both Church 
and community functions 
(including the first basket-
ball games for Wauwatosa 
High School being played 
in our Social Hall!). We 
continue the “benevolence 
of the building,” opening 
our doors to a number of 
community groups who 
benefit from our facil-
ity at little or no cost. 

Now that we’ve done the 
condensed history, what’s 
the future for Wauwa-
tosa’s ‘first’ Church? If, as 
someone once said, “past 
is prologue,” the future 
is bright. Over the years 
First Church has been 
committed to the service 
of God, to the growth 
of its members in spiri-

Minister’s Musings

November – Time to Remember

(continued on back cover)
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Drive-in Movie: WALL-E

Nov. 28th at 6 p.m. we’ll be watch-
ing Pixar’s latest megahit, WALL-E. 
This is no ordinary cartoon. Sure 
it’s funny, and visually stunning, but 
there’s a real message under the show 
and some deft storytelling that hear-
kens back to the glory days of silent 
film. Common Sense media warns 
that, “youngest viewers may get a 
little restless during the atmospheric, 
virtually dialogue-free first half-hour. 
They’ll still enjoy it, but -- unlike 
older kids and grown-ups -- they won’t be that impressed by 
how much is said with so few words. But the action (which 
includes some robot fights, weapons being fired, explo-
sions, and chase scenes) picks up soon enough.” The movie 
is free. Four dollars gets you all the pizza, popcorn, and 
lemonade you care to eat. Sleeping bags and PJ’s are wel-
come for youngsters, but this is a movie that all ages (even 
teenagers, even grandparents) will enjoy.

Nov. 7-8: Lock-in!

You asked for it. You got it. The PF overnighter has ar-
rived. We’ll meet at the church building November 7 at 6 
p.m. to caravan over to the West Suburban YMCA for some 
fun and games. They say, “Come prepared to play board 
games and to engage in physical activities like capture the 
flag, soccer, or kickball.” Games end at 8 p.m. when we’ll 
head back to the church for pizza and a movie and, yes, 
more games. Don’t forget to bring a sleeping bag, pillow, 
etc. We’ll eat breakfast together and head home at 10 a.m. 
on November 8.

A Wisconsin Congregational Association

Rally for Junior High Youth
(Grades 6-8)

November 14-15, 2008

$12 per person by October 31

$15 per person after November 10

held at First Congregational Church

5934 8th Avenue, Kenosha, WI  53140

Get more information/registration from the office.

Lectionary Readings
Texts Used in Worship
Nov. 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               All Saints Day 
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Revelation 7:9–17 
Psalmody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Psalm 34:1–10, 22 
New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1 John 3:1–3 
Gospel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Matthew 5:1–12

Nov. 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   26th Sunday after Pentecost 
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Joshua 24:1-3a, 14–25 
Psalmody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Psalm 78:1–7 
New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
Gospel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Matthew 25:1–13

Nov. 16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  27th Sunday after Pentecost 
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Judges 4:1–7 
Psalmody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Psalm 123 
New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Gospel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Matthew 25:14–30

Nov. 23  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Reign of Christ 
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
Psalmody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Psalm 100 
New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Ephesians 1:15–23 
Gospel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Matthew 25:31–46

Nov. 27  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Thanksgiving Day 
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Deuteronomy 8:7–18 
Psalmody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Psalm 65 
New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  2 Corinthians 9:6–15 
Gospel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Luke 17:11–19

Nov. 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        1st Sunday of Advent 
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Isaiah 64:1–9 
Psalmody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 
New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
Gospel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Mark 13:24–37
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What are you all doing 
on Saturday night? Is it 
a worship service? Is it a 
small group? Why did you 
change the name? Are peo-
ple actually going? These 
are a few of the questions 
people have asked me over 
the past month. Here is my 
brief reply.

We’re having fun! No 
it’s not a worship service, 
and no it’s not a small 
group. At least it’s not like 
any worship service or 
small group you’ve been 
to before. It’s more like a 
cross between the two with 
some intentional service 
and celebration thrown 
in for good measure. We 
changed the name be-
cause we’re doing things 
differently than last year 

and we wanted people to 
ask rather than assume. 
And yes, people are going. 
It’s not a huge group and 
it changes quite a bit each 
week, but that’s expected 
on Saturday night when 
everyone’s schedules are 
so tight.

At first glance our sched-
ule might seem disjointed 
or confusing, and there’s 
truth in that, but there’s 
also a flow to the whole 
thing, and it’s producing 
something I really didn’t 
expect. The discipline of 
announcing ahead of time 
that we’re going to take 
time to serve and take time 
to rest is changing us. It’s 
changing the way we think, 
pushing us toward action 
instead of simple contem-
plation, pushing us toward 
completable projects 
instead of unbounded re-
sponsibilities that leave us 
feeling rushed and incom-
plete at the same time.

In short, ReGenerations 
is living up to it’s name.

—Rev. Rob Brink 
Associate Minister

News Briefs 

Breakfast with the Girls

Breakfast with the Girls is excited to welcome 
Catherine Sawinski from the Curatorial Department 
at the Milwaukee Art Museum. She will talk about 
the beautiful Neapolitan Crèche that was donated to 
the museum several years ago by a prominent Wis-
consin collector. It is on display during the holidays.

We also invite anyone who would like 
to share their favorite crèche or nativ-
ity scenewith our group, to either, 
bring it along, or let us know and we 
would be happy to pick it up and 
have it ready when you arrive. We 
can share stories of our crèches or 
just enjoy seeing each other’s treasures. Call Char 
Powers, (414) 257-3465 or Jennifer Wakefield, (414) 
257-1848 to pick up your crèche.

Please note the change in date: Saturday Nov. 15. 
As always, we welcome your baking and encourage 
you to sign up at the Gathering Table in the Atrium.

Christmas Decorations

Believe it or not, the time for decorating the Nave 
for Christmas is drawing close and the Deacons are 
requesting donations to contribute toward their pur-
chase. You may make an offering in your own name, 
in honor of someone, or in memory of a loved one. 
Dedications will be printed in the Christmas order of 
worship. Forms are available on the welcome table.

Heritage Social Nov. 22

First Congregational Church of Mukwonago is in-
viting all area churches to their campus on Saturday, 
Nov. 22, for a Wisconsin Congregational Association 
social event. We promise: no business conducted!

“Celebrating Our Heritage” will be at FCC, 
Mukwonago, at 231 Roberts Drive from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Nov. 22. We will celebrate our Pilgrim heritage as 
we enjoy food, fun and fellowship. We’ll break bread 
together, so bring a dish to pass and please let them 
know you’ll be there for dinner with an RSVP by 
Nov. 8 to FCC Mukwonago, (262) 363-7249 or  
e-mail: office@fccmukwonago.org.

Just Thinkin’

The Joys of Discovery

ReGenerations Saturday Worship 
November Theme: Hungry?
•	 Nov. 1: Worship Service at FCC

•	 Nov. 8: Worship Service at FCC

•	 Nov. 15: Meet at FCC,  
	 carpool to Service Project

•	 Nov. 22: Meet at FCC,  
	 carpool to Celebration

•	 Nov. 29: No services -  
	 celebrate with family!
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Operating Statement Summary 
Year to date as of September 2008

	 Current Year	 Prior Year
Pledge Base Received	 71.3%	 66.6%
Pledge Income	 $550,445	 $502,961 
Total Income 	 $639,298 	 $596,489
Total Expense 	 $621,517	 $597,225 

Net Income	 $17,781	 -$737 

Detailed financials available at office 

Sunday Symposium
Sundays, 9 a.m., Lounge

Nov. 2, “The Changing Customs of Death” 
 – Representative from Schmidt & Bartelt Funeral Service

In the past few years, funeral customs and traditions have 
changed greatly. Hear an “insider’s” view of this culture shift 
on this All Saints Day when we honor those who have passed 
from earthly life.

Nov. 9, “The End of Acts and the Start of the 
Church” – Dan Schowalter

We’ll discuss how the book of Acts shapes the 
story of Paul and his churches to meet the 
needs of late first-century Christianity.

Nov. 16 & 23, “The Grand Biblical  
Narrative”– Phil Landis

Buckle your seat belts: From Genesis to Rev-
elation, Phil Landis will put the entire Bibli-
cal narrative in a historical perspective. What 
was happening in the world as the Biblical 

narrative was acted out? What important religious themes 
emerge in the ongoing Jewish and Christian stories?

Nov. 30, “The 23rd Psalm” – Tesha Urban

Tesha shares her experience of how the 23rd 
Psalm has helped her in a challenging chap-
ter of her life through a cancer diagnosis 
and treatment. She’ll also use insights from 
the book A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 writ-

ten from the firsthand experiences of a shepherd, which 
unveils surprising aspects of this much-loved Psalm.

Discovery Hour for All Ages
9 a.m. Sundays

Discovery Kids
November theme: Thanksgiving 

Nov. 2 	 Rotation Stations (Social Hall)

Nov. 9 	 Godly Play: The Great Family  
	 (Lower Level 5)

Nov. 16 	 Children’s Chapel (Chapel)

Nov. 23 	 Godly Play: The Exodus (Lower Level 5)

Nov. 30	 Godly Play: Our Great Family Exodus:  
	 the Pilgrim Story

Discovery Teens
Breakfast Club with Paul Stein (Room 302): Junior 
and senior high students are welcome for munchables 
and discussion on current events and big ideas. 

Discovery Adults

The Unexpected Teachings of Jesus
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Sarah De Young – Parlor

30 Days to Understanding the Bible
Finishes on Nov. 2

Carolyn Simpson – Lower Level 3

NEW! Bible Detectives
Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30

Carolyn Simpson – Lower Level 3
Using the “Bible Detective” method, we take one 

lectionary text and read it as a love letter from God, 
to see what ideas bubble up and how we might apply 

them to our lives.

NEW! Building a Christian Home
Nov. 9, 16, 23

Jennifer Wareham – Lower Level 2
As parents we are resident ministers. How can we 

develop a healthy spiritual practice within the routine 
and traditions of our family? 



Wedding:  
Allison Anne Ornst and Christopher Matthew Wergin 
married Oct. 4.

Deaths:  
Alex W. Saeger, Jr. died Sept. 28. 
Ramiro Valdovinos died Oct. 4

USPS 010-493
Periodical
Postage
Paid

Milwaukee, WI 
53203-9998

The First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa
1511 Church Street
Wauwatosa, WI 53213-2593

Dated Material - Please deliver immediately.

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of the 
Columns is Monday, November 17 at noon.

Please email to Beth Linscott at ddinc@wi.rr.com or  
Sam Schaal at schaals@firstchurchtosa.org.

Hard copy may be brought to the church office and left in the 
Columns mailbox.

Our Church Family
tual depth, to service of the community and the main-
tenance and growth of the common good. It’s impor-
tant for us to continue to function out of this tradition, 
reaching out to those in need – spiritually or materi-
ally – and opening our hearts and arms to those who 
come through our doors seeking a “Church home.” If we 
stay true to our core values, true to our covenant with 
God and one another, the future is, indeed, bright. 

It’s not inappropriate that our Congregational 
“high holy day” is Thanksgiving. We have much to 
be thankful for – despite the shaky economy. It’s pre-
cisely in times like ours that we need to look to our 
past, to our heritage in order to live now and toward 
the future. To live Thanksgiving is the best way to ap-
proach it. So… “now thank we ALL our God!”

Yours for the Way, 
Steve 

Rev. Steven A. Peay, Ph.D. 
Minister

Musings (continued)

The Board of Stewardship asks you to return 

your 2009 estimate of giving to the 

church office at your earliest convenience. Your 

promptness will allow the Budget and Finance 

Committee to begin their work to prepare the 

budget for the Annual Meeting in January.


